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The Ultimate Guide to the Best True Crime Podcasts on Apple Music

best true crime podcasts apple music is a phrase that resonates with millions of listeners seeking
to unravel the mysteries of unsolved crimes, delve into the minds of perpetrators, and understand the
intricacies of the justice system. Apple Music, with its vast library and intuitive interface, has become
a prime destination for discovering these captivating audio narratives. From chilling cold cases to
deeply researched investigative journalism, the world of true crime on Apple Music offers an
immersive experience for anyone fascinated by the darker side of human nature. This comprehensive
guide will navigate you through some of the most compelling and critically acclaimed true crime
podcasts available on the platform, covering a diverse range of subgenres and storytelling styles.
Whether you're a seasoned true crime aficionado or a curious newcomer, prepare to be engrossed by
the stories that unfold within your earbuds.
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Understanding the Appeal of True Crime Podcasts

The enduring popularity of true crime podcasts stems from a complex interplay of psychological
curiosity, a desire for justice, and the inherent drama of real-life narratives. Listeners are often drawn
to the puzzle-solving aspect, piecing together clues alongside the investigators or podcasters. There's
also a cathartic element, a vicarious engagement with danger and resolution that many find
compelling. Furthermore, these podcasts frequently shed light on societal issues, systemic failures,
and the devastating impact of crime on victims and their families, fostering empathy and a deeper
understanding of the human condition.

The rise of podcasting has democratized access to these stories, making them readily available for
consumption during commutes, workouts, or quiet evenings. Apple Music's platform plays a
significant role in this accessibility, offering a user-friendly experience for discovery and playback. The
intimate nature of audio storytelling allows for a deeply personal connection with the subject matter,
as hosts often weave personal reflections and interviews into the factual reporting, creating a
narrative that feels both informative and emotionally resonant.



How to Find the Best True Crime Podcasts on Apple
Music

Navigating the extensive selection of true crime podcasts on Apple Music can seem daunting, but a
few strategies can significantly enhance your discovery process. The platform's curated "Podcasts"
tab offers dedicated sections for popular genres, including true crime. Within this category, you'll
often find charts showcasing trending or editor's pick shows, which are excellent starting points for
identifying highly-rated content.

Beyond the curated lists, utilizing Apple Music's search functionality is crucial. Entering specific
keywords like "unsolved mysteries," "serial killer documentaries," or "cold case investigations" can
yield targeted results. Paying attention to podcast descriptions, listener reviews, and ratings is also
paramount. A high number of positive reviews and a strong average rating often indicate a well-
produced and engaging podcast. Don't hesitate to sample a few episodes from different podcasts to
gauge their storytelling style, audio quality, and the hosts' presentation before committing to a series.

Leveraging Apple Music's Features

Apple Music's built-in features are designed to streamline the podcast discovery experience. The
"Browse" section within the Podcasts app allows users to explore various categories and
subcategories, making it easier to stumble upon hidden gems. You can filter by topics, popular shows,
and even new releases, ensuring you're always in the loop with fresh content.

Furthermore, subscribing to podcasts directly through Apple Music not only keeps your favorite shows
organized but also ensures you receive new episodes automatically. This feature is particularly useful
for serialized true crime narratives that release episodes weekly, allowing you to stay immersed in the
ongoing investigation without missing a beat. Creating playlists of episodes you've enjoyed or want to
revisit is another helpful organizational tool.

Top-Tier Investigative True Crime Podcasts

Several true crime podcasts stand out for their meticulous research, compelling narrative structures,
and impactful storytelling. These shows often go beyond surface-level reporting, delving deep into the
complexities of each case and the individuals involved. They are the gold standard for listeners
seeking in-depth and professionally produced audio documentaries.

Serial

Widely credited with popularizing the true crime podcast genre, "Serial" remains a benchmark for
investigative audio journalism. Season 1, in particular, captivated millions with its re-examination of a
1999 murder case, raising critical questions about the investigation and conviction. The podcast's



immersive approach, with host Sarah Koenig's personal journey of discovery, sets a high bar for
narrative pacing and journalistic integrity.

"Serial" excels in its ability to dissect complex legal proceedings and present them in an accessible
manner. Each episode meticulously unpacks evidence, interviews, and inconsistencies, encouraging
listeners to form their own conclusions. The impact of the podcast has been significant, often leading
to renewed public interest and sometimes even legal re-evaluations of the cases it covers.

S-Town

While not exclusively a crime podcast, "S-Town" by the creators of "Serial" and "This American Life"
offers a profound and often tragic exploration of a man's life and the secrets he holds. Set in a small
Alabama town, the podcast unfolds over seven episodes, revealing a deeply personal and intricate
story that touches upon themes of friendship, deception, and the human condition. Its narrative is as
gripping as any crime thriller, but grounded in a raw, authentic reality.

The storytelling in "S-Town" is unparalleled, drawing listeners into the world of its central character,
John B. McLemore, with remarkable intimacy. The podcast's ability to weave together elements of
mystery, character study, and social commentary makes it a unique and unforgettable listening
experience. It showcases how compelling true stories can be, even when they deviate from traditional
crime narratives.

In the Dark

This investigative podcast, produced by APM Reports, is renowned for its rigorous journalistic
standards and its focus on cases where systemic failures may have led to injustice. "In the Dark"
tackles complex investigations, often highlighting how race, poverty, and bias can impact the criminal
justice system. Each season focuses on a specific case, meticulously uncovering new details and
challenging established narratives.

The hosts of "In the Dark" are dedicated to uncovering the truth, spending years on some
investigations. Their commitment to thorough research and presenting a nuanced perspective makes
the podcast incredibly impactful. It's a powerful example of how podcasting can serve as a tool for
accountability and social change, bringing crucial attention to overlooked injustices within the legal
system.

Deep Dives into Specific Cases

Beyond broad investigative series, many true crime podcasts excel at focusing on a single, often
notorious, case. These deep dives allow for an exhaustive exploration of every facet of the story, from
the initial crime to the ensuing investigations, trials, and lasting consequences. They are perfect for
listeners who enjoy a concentrated and detailed narrative arc.



Dr. Death

The "Dr. Death" podcast, particularly its first season, meticulously chronicles the horrific case of Dr.
Christopher Duntsch, a neurosurgeon who maimed or killed at least 33 patients before being
convicted. The podcast meticulously pieces together the failures of the medical system, the bravery
of whistleblowers, and the devastating impact on victims and their families. It's a chilling account of
professional negligence and a failure of oversight.

This podcast is lauded for its clear and empathetic storytelling, making a complex medical and legal
case accessible to a broad audience. It highlights the importance of accountability within professions
that hold immense power over the lives of others. The narrative skillfully balances the technical
aspects of the case with the profound human tragedy involved.

Someone Knows Something

Hosted by investigative journalist David Ridgen, "Someone Knows Something" is a groundbreaking
podcast that revisits unsolved cold cases, often with the cooperation of victims' families. Each season
is dedicated to a single case, and Ridgen actively works to uncover new leads and bring closure to
those affected. The podcast's strength lies in its empathetic approach and its commitment to
community engagement.

Ridgen's personal involvement and emotional investment in each case shine through, creating a
deeply human and compelling listening experience. "Someone Knows Something" not only
investigates but also serves as a platform for healing and advocacy, empowering families and
communities to seek answers and justice after years of silence and uncertainty.

Podcasts Focusing on Unsolved Mysteries

The allure of the unknown is a powerful draw, and podcasts dedicated to unsolved mysteries tap
directly into this fascination. These shows explore baffling disappearances, unexplained deaths, and
enigmatic events that continue to puzzle investigators and the public alike. They offer a chance to
ponder the inexplicable and speculate on what truly happened.

Unexplained

Richard MacLean Smith's "Unexplained" podcast delves into a wide array of mysterious events, from
the paranormal to historical enigmas and unexplained disappearances. The podcast is known for its
atmospheric narration, thorough research, and its willingness to explore the fringes of what we
understand. Each episode tackles a distinct mystery, drawing listeners into a world of intrigue and
wonder.

"Unexplained" masterfully blends historical accounts with modern theories, creating a captivating



listening experience. The host's calm and measured delivery, coupled with compelling sound design,
immerses the listener in the mystery, leaving them with much to ponder. It’s an ideal choice for those
who appreciate a thoughtful and thorough examination of the unexplained.

Trace Evidence

"Trace Evidence" focuses on missing persons cases and unsolved crimes, offering a dedicated
platform for bringing attention to these often-forgotten stories. The podcast aims to shed light on the
details of each case, hoping to spark new leads or generate public awareness that can aid in finding
answers. It provides a voice for the families desperately seeking resolution.

The hosts of "Trace Evidence" are passionate about providing a comprehensive overview of each
case, often including interviews with investigators, family members, and experts. Their dedication to
giving these unsolved mysteries a renewed spotlight makes the podcast an invaluable resource for
anyone interested in the cases that remain elusive.

Exploring the Psychology of Criminals

Understanding the 'why' behind criminal acts is a key element of true crime. Podcasts that delve into
the minds of perpetrators, exploring their motivations, backgrounds, and psychological profiles, offer
a chillingly insightful perspective. These shows often feature interviews with forensic psychologists,
profilers, and those who have studied criminal behavior extensively.

Mindhunter: The True Story of the FBI's Legendary Serial
Killer Profilers

While the podcast is based on the book of the same name that inspired the Netflix series, many audio
dramas and documentary-style podcasts explore similar themes of criminal psychology. These often
delve into the early days of FBI behavioral science and the techniques used to understand and
apprehend serial offenders. They provide a window into the minds of those who commit the most
heinous crimes.

Podcasts in this vein typically dissect the common traits and patterns observed in serial offenders,
offering insights into their development and modus operandi. They aim to provide an academic yet
accessible look at the dark art of criminal profiling and the psychological underpinnings of extreme
violence, often featuring interviews with experienced investigators and psychologists.

The Vile Thing Dares To Stick

This podcast, often focusing on the darker aspects of humanity and celebrity, can provide fascinating



insights into the psychology of individuals who commit crimes, particularly those who exhibit
narcissistic or psychopathic traits. By examining their public personas and private actions, listeners
can gain a deeper understanding of the complex motivations at play.

The podcast often combines detailed case studies with expert commentary, exploring how certain
psychological factors can contribute to criminal behavior. It's a look at the darker side of human
nature and the societal factors that can enable or exacerbate such tendencies, offering a nuanced
exploration beyond simple good vs. evil narratives.

Podcasts Tackling Miscarriages of Justice

For many, the true crime genre is also about fighting for justice and exposing flaws within the legal
system. Podcasts that highlight wrongful convictions, excessive sentencing, and the efforts of
exonerees and their advocates are particularly powerful. They serve as a crucial platform for shedding
light on systemic issues and pushing for reform.

Wrongful Conviction

Hosted by Jason Flom, a passionate advocate for the wrongly convicted, this podcast dedicates each
episode to the story of an individual who was wrongly imprisoned. Flom, along with his guests, which
often include exonerees themselves, deeply explores the details of the case, the evidence that proved
their innocence, and the long road to freedom. It’s a profound look at the human cost of judicial error.

The podcast is characterized by its raw honesty and emotional depth. Hearing directly from those who
have endured the unimaginable ordeal of wrongful conviction is incredibly moving and eye-opening.
"Wrongful Conviction" serves as a powerful testament to resilience and the ongoing fight for justice
and systemic reform within the legal system.

Undisclosed: The New Florida

While "Undisclosed" has covered a range of cases, its exploration of specific legal systems, such as
"The New Florida," often highlights how procedural flaws and biases can contribute to wrongful
convictions. The podcast meticulously breaks down legal arguments, investigative oversights, and the
impact of systemic issues on individuals caught within the justice system. It’s an intellectual and
investigative deep dive.

The team behind "Undisclosed" excels at presenting complex legal information in an understandable
and engaging way. Their dedication to exposing injustice and advocating for those who have been
wrongly accused or convicted makes this podcast essential listening for anyone interested in the
intricacies and potential failings of the justice system. It emphasizes the importance of diligent
investigation and the pursuit of truth.



Unique Approaches to True Crime Storytelling

Beyond the standard investigative formats, many podcasts push the boundaries of true crime
storytelling, offering unique perspectives, innovative structures, and diverse thematic explorations.
These shows can offer a refreshing take on familiar subjects or explore niche areas within the true
crime landscape.

The Last Podcast On The Left

Known for its darkly comedic and often irreverent approach, "The Last Podcast On The Left" tackles a
wide range of true crime subjects, from serial killers and cults to paranormal phenomena and
historical atrocities. While infused with humor, the podcast is deeply researched, offering detailed
accounts of events and engaging in lively discussions about their implications.

This podcast appeals to a specific audience that appreciates humor as a way to process difficult and
disturbing subject matter. The hosts' chemistry and willingness to explore the absurd alongside the
horrific make for a unique and memorable listening experience. It demonstrates that true crime
storytelling can be both informative and entertaining, albeit in a very distinct style.

Swindled

"Swindled" focuses on white-collar crime, corporate malfeasance, and historical fraud. The podcast
delves into the stories of con artists, corrupt executives, and systemic greed, often highlighting how
financial crimes can have devastating ripple effects on individuals and society. The host's dry wit and
meticulous research make for a compelling and often infuriating listening experience.

The podcast effectively illustrates that true crime extends far beyond violent offenses, encompassing
sophisticated schemes and calculated deception. "Swindled" offers a critical look at the systems that
enable fraud and the often-underreported consequences of such actions. It’s a vital listen for
understanding the broader spectrum of criminal activity and its societal impact.

Whether you are drawn to the meticulous investigation of cold cases, the psychological profiles of
offenders, or the fight against miscarriages of justice, Apple Music offers a wealth of compelling true
crime podcasts. The platforms vast library ensures that there is a show to suit every listener's interest
within this ever-evolving and captivating genre.

FAQ

Q: How does Apple Music curate its true crime podcast



selections?
A: Apple Music curates its true crime podcast selections through a combination of algorithmic
recommendations based on listening habits, editorially chosen featured lists highlighting popular or
critically acclaimed shows, and charts that rank podcasts by popularity and user engagement. They
also utilize categories and subcategories to help users discover content within the broader true crime
umbrella.

Q: Are there any exclusive true crime podcasts on Apple
Music?
A: While Apple Music hosts a vast array of podcasts from various creators, it also partners with some
for exclusive content or early releases. It is always worth checking the "Exclusive" sections within the
Podcasts app to see if any new or ongoing true crime series are available only through their platform.

Q: What is the best way to discover new true crime podcasts
on Apple Music if I don't know where to start?
A: To discover new true crime podcasts on Apple Music, begin by exploring the "Podcasts" tab and
navigating to the "True Crime" category. Look at the "Charts" for popular shows, check out "Editor's
Picks," and read descriptions and reviews. Sampling a few episodes from different podcasts is a great
way to find a style and subject matter that resonates with you.

Q: Can I download true crime podcasts on Apple Music to
listen offline?
A: Yes, absolutely. Apple Music allows users to download individual podcast episodes or entire series
for offline listening. This is a convenient feature for commutes, travel, or areas with limited internet
connectivity, ensuring you can always access your favorite true crime content.

Q: Are there true crime podcasts on Apple Music that focus on
specific types of crimes, like serial killers or cold cases?
A: Yes, the true crime genre on Apple Music is incredibly diverse, offering podcasts that specialize in
various niches. You can find numerous shows dedicated to serial killer investigations, unsolved cold
cases, missing persons, white-collar crimes, cults, and even historical mysteries. Using specific search
terms will help you find these specialized podcasts.

Q: What makes a true crime podcast "good" for listeners on
Apple Music?
A: A "good" true crime podcast generally offers compelling storytelling, thorough research, high-
quality audio production, and engaging hosts. Listeners often look for accuracy, an ethical approach
to sensitive topics, a narrative that keeps them hooked, and a respectful portrayal of victims. Reviews
and ratings on Apple Music can also provide good indicators of a podcast's quality.



Q: How can I manage my subscribed true crime podcasts on
Apple Music to stay organized?
A: You can manage your subscribed podcasts by visiting the "Library" section in the Podcasts app.
Here, you'll see all the shows you follow. Apple Music will automatically download new episodes for
subscribed podcasts, and you can organize them by series, mark episodes as played, or create
custom playlists to keep your listening queue tidy.

Q: Are there any true crime podcasts on Apple Music that
offer a more balanced perspective on justice?
A: Several true crime podcasts strive for a balanced perspective, particularly those that delve into
wrongful convictions or systemic issues within the justice system. Podcasts like "Wrongful Conviction"
or those that critically examine investigative techniques and legal proceedings often aim to present a
more nuanced view, highlighting potential flaws and the importance of fairness and accuracy.
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