how to make shape in excel

how to make shape in excel is a fundamental skill for anyone looking to enhance their data
visualization, create diagrams, or add visual flair to their spreadsheets. Whether you're designing
flowcharts, illustrating processes, or simply need to highlight specific areas of your data,
understanding how to manipulate shapes in Excel opens up a world of possibilities. This
comprehensive guide will walk you through every step, from inserting basic geometric figures to
customizing their appearance and arranging them effectively. We will cover the various types of
shapes available, the essential tools for editing them, and practical tips for using shapes to improve
the clarity and impact of your Excel workbooks.
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Inserting Basic Shapes in Excel

Excel offers a robust suite of tools for inserting and manipulating shapes, making it a powerful
platform for visual representation beyond just numbers and text. The process begins with locating
the "Insert" tab on the Excel ribbon. Once you're in the "Insert" tab, you'll find a "Shapes" option
within the "Illustrations" group. Clicking this button reveals a drop-down menu teeming with various
shape categories, from lines and rectangles to basic callouts and stars.

Selecting a shape from this menu is straightforward. Simply click on the desired shape, and your
cursor will transform into a crosshair. You can then click and drag on your worksheet to draw the
shape to your desired size and proportion. The initial shape will appear on your active worksheet,
ready for further customization and arrangement.

Exploring Different Shape Categories

The "Shapes" menu in Excel is organized into logical categories to help users quickly find the visual
element they need. These categories include "Recently Used Shapes," which is dynamic and adapts
to your usage patterns, followed by distinct sections like "Lines," "Rectangles," "Basic Shapes,"
"Block Arrows," "Equation Shapes," "Flowchart," "Stars and Banners," and "Callouts." Each of these
categories contains a variety of pre-defined shapes that serve different illustrative purposes.

For instance, the "Lines" category offers straight lines, arrows, connectors, and elbow connectors,
perfect for building flowcharts or illustrating relationships between data points. The "Basic Shapes"
category provides fundamental geometric forms like ovals, squares, triangles, and hexagons.
Flowchart shapes are specifically designed for process diagrams, including rectangles for processes,



diamonds for decisions, and rounded rectangles for start/end points. Understanding these categories
is crucial for efficiently selecting the right shape for your specific visual objective.

Customizing Shape Appearance

Once a shape has been inserted onto your worksheet, its appearance can be extensively modified to
match your aesthetic preferences or branding. After clicking on a shape, a new contextual tab
appears on the Excel ribbon: the "Shape Format" tab. This tab provides access to a wide array of
formatting options.

The "Shape Styles" group on the "Shape Format" tab is a great starting point. Here, you can choose
from pre-defined "Shape Styles" that apply a combination of fill color, outline color, and effects.
Alternatively, you can manually adjust these elements. The "Shape Fill" option allows you to select
solid colors, gradients, textures, or even an image as the fill for your shape. "Shape Outline" lets you
control the color, weight (thickness), and dash type of the shape's border. Furthermore, the "Shape
Effects" dropdown offers options for shadows, reflections, glows, soft edges, bevels, and 3-D
rotations, enabling you to give your shapes depth and dimension.

Adding and Formatting Text within Shapes

Shapes in Excel are not just decorative; they can also serve as containers for text, making them ideal
for labels, annotations, and creating dynamic diagrams. To add text, simply select the shape and
begin typing. The text will appear within the confines of the shape. If the shape is too small to
accommodate the text, you may need to resize it or format the text to fit.

Formatting text within a shape is similar to formatting text in a cell. You can use the "Home" tab on
the ribbon to change the font, size, color, and alignment of the text. Within the "Shape Format" tab,
under the "WordArt Styles" group, you'll find options specifically for text formatting within shapes.
These include text fill, text outline, and text effects, allowing you to apply styles like shadows,
reflections, and transformations to your text. This ensures your text is not only readable but also
visually integrated with the shape.

Arranging and Aligning Shapes

When working with multiple shapes, effective arrangement and alignment are key to creating clear
and professional-looking visuals. Excel provides powerful tools for precisely positioning and
organizing these elements.

After selecting one or more shapes, the "Shape Format" tab becomes active. Within the "Arrange"
group, you'll find crucial commands. The "Bring Forward" and "Send Backward" options allow you to
control the stacking order of overlapping shapes, determining which shape appears on top. The
"Align" command is particularly useful for creating tidy layouts. It offers options to align selected



objects to the page or to each other, with choices like "Align Left," "Align Center," "Align Right,"
"Align Top," "Align Middle," and "Align Bottom."

Furthermore, the "Group" command, also found in the "Arrange" group, is invaluable. Once you've
positioned and formatted multiple shapes as you desire, selecting them all (hold down the Ctrl key
while clicking each shape) and then clicking "Group" will combine them into a single object. This
makes it easier to move, resize, or format the entire collection of shapes as one unit. Ungrouping
allows you to separate them again if needed.

Using Guides and Gridlines for Precision

For even greater precision when arranging shapes, Excel offers visual aids like gridlines and
optional guides. While gridlines are typically associated with cell boundaries, they can also help in
aligning shapes. You can toggle gridlines on and off via the "View" tab under the "Show" group.

More sophisticated alignment can be achieved by enabling "Snap to Grid" or "Snap to Shape"
features. When "Snap to Grid" is active, shapes will automatically align to the nearest gridline as you
move them. "Snap to Shape" allows shapes to align with the edges or centers of other shapes on the
worksheet, creating seamless connections. These snapping options can be accessed from the "Align"
dropdown menu under "Grid," and they are incredibly useful for building complex diagrams or
ensuring perfect symmetry.

Advanced Shape Techniques

Beyond basic insertion and formatting, Excel allows for more complex manipulation of shapes,
enabling users to create custom diagrams and sophisticated visual elements. One powerful
technique involves combining multiple basic shapes to form a new, composite shape.

For instance, you might want to create a custom arrow. You could insert a rectangle for the shaft
and a triangle for the arrowhead, then position and format them. Once aligned and styled
appropriately, you would select both the rectangle and the triangle and use the "Group" command to
merge them into a single custom arrow shape. This principle can be applied to create virtually any
shape imaginable by combining simpler forms.

Editing Points of a Shape

For ultimate control over a shape's outline, Excel provides an "Edit Points" feature, primarily for
custom shape creation. To access this, right-click on a shape and select "Edit Points" (this option is
most prominent on basic shapes like rectangles and ovals, and is less intuitive for complex pre-
drawn shapes). Your cursor will turn into a pointer with small white squares, which are the editable
points (nodes) of the shape. You can click and drag these points to alter the shape's contours. You
can also click on the lines between points to add new points, or right-click on existing points to
convert them to smooth points, corner points, or symmetrical points, which significantly changes



how the lines curve or meet.

This "Edit Points" functionality is particularly useful for creating more organic or custom graphical
elements that aren't available in the standard shape library. It allows for the creation of unique
icons, stylized illustrations, or precise diagrams where standard shapes fall short. Mastering this
feature, though it requires a bit of practice, unlocks a new level of design capability within Excel.

Conclusion

Mastering how to make shapes in Excel significantly enhances your ability to present information
visually. From the simple act of drawing a rectangle to the intricate editing of shape points, Excel
provides a versatile toolkit. By leveraging the insert menu, the extensive formatting options on the
"Shape Format" tab, and the precise arrangement tools, you can transform plain spreadsheets into
dynamic and informative dashboards, flowcharts, and visual aids. Experimenting with different
shapes and their customization will undoubtedly elevate the clarity and professional appeal of your
Excel documents, making your data easier to understand and more engaging for your audience.

FAQ

Q: How do I insert a shape in Excel?

A: To insert a shape in Excel, click on the "Insert" tab, then select "Shapes" from the "Illustrations”
group. Choose your desired shape from the dropdown menu, and then click and drag on your
worksheet to draw it.

Q: Can I add text to a shape in Excel?

A: Yes, you can add text to a shape in Excel by simply selecting the shape and then typing. The text
will appear within the shape's boundaries.

Q: How can I change the color of a shape in Excel?

A: To change the color of a shape, select the shape, go to the "Shape Format" tab, and use the
"Shape Fill" option to choose a new color, gradient, texture, or image.

Q: What are "Shape Styles" in Excel?

A: "Shape Styles" are pre-defined combinations of fill, outline, and effects that can be quickly applied
to a selected shape to give it a specific look. You can find them on the "Shape Format" tab under the
"Shape Styles" group.



Q: How do I make multiple shapes into one object in Excel?

A: To group multiple shapes into one object, select all the shapes you want to group (hold down Ctrl
while clicking each one), then go to the "Shape Format" tab and click "Group" in the "Arrange"
group.

Q: Can I edit the points of a shape in Excel?

A: Yes, you can edit the points of many basic shapes in Excel. Right-click on the shape and select
"Edit Points." This allows you to drag existing points, add new ones, or modify point types to reshape
the outline.

Q: How do I align shapes evenly in Excel?

A: To align shapes evenly, select the shapes, go to the "Shape Format" tab, and use the "Align"
command in the "Arrange" group. You can align them to the top, middle, bottom, left, center, or
right of each other or to the page.

Q: What is the difference between "Snap to Grid" and "Snap to
Shape"?

A: "Snap to Grid" makes shapes align to the invisible worksheet gridlines, while "Snap to Shape"
makes shapes align to the edges or centers of other shapes on the worksheet. Both help in precise
placement and can be found in the "Align" dropdown menu.

Q: How can I make a shape transparent in Excel?

A: To make a shape transparent, select the shape, go to "Shape Format," click "Shape Fill," and
choose "More Fill Colors." In the color dialog box, adjust the "Transparency" slider to your desired
level.
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the capabilities of Office 2003. If you're one of them, Office 2003 Timesaving Techniques For
Dummies gets you out of your rut and into action. It provides over 70 timesaving techniques for
Word, Excel, Access, Outlook, and PowerPoint. (Most of the tips work with Office 2000 and Office
XP, too.) You'll customize Office to meet your needs and start working like a pro in no time with
easy-to-use tricks, tips, and techniques for: Streamlining your toolbars (Word alone has dozens to
choose from) Setting up Outlook, searching with folders, organizing with flags, and dealing with
spam Taking proper security measures, including using and updating an antivirus package and
avoiding potentially dangerous file extensions Editing and laying out impressive Word documents
Using keyboard shortcuts Diving into more advanced Office skills such as writing macros, setting up
templates, and using multimedia with PowerPoint Using Excel to build self-verifying spreadsheets
Running totals and subtotals in Access Combining applications to print holiday greetings and run an
electronic newsletter Written by Woody Leonhard, author of Windows XP Timesaving Techniques
For Dummies and the bestseller Windows XP All-in-One Desk Reference For Dummies, this guides
helps you eliminate extra steps and little annoyances and do things you probably didn’t know you
could do, such as: Building e-mail stationery Calculating sales tax with the Lookup Wizard Making
professional labels Encrypting messages Recording narration for PowerPoint presentations
Complete with an index that lets you find what you want, fast. Office 2003 Timesaving Techniques
For Dummies helps you get up to speed and down to work. After all, times a-wastin!

how to make shape in excel: S. H. A. P. E. Erik Rees, 2008-12-28 Describes how to unleash the
individuality and uniqueness that God has bestowed, revealing how to tap into the mysteries of our
makeup and potential, which will lead to a path of purpose, freedom, confidence, and fulfillment.

how to make shape in excel: Microsoft Excel's Insert Ribbon Dave Zucconi, How do I use this?
What does this button do? A quick guide to the selections on the Insert Ribbon, commonly known as
the Insert Menu, in Microsoft Excel. Practical advice on how to implement features as well as a
walk-through describing how to use them. Things like pivot tables and screen shots will quickly
become part of your daily life. How did you get everything done before this? This handy eBook
covers: Pivot Tables Pivot Charts Tables Pictures Clip Art Shapes Smart Art Screen Shots Column,
Line, Pie, Bar, Area, Scatter, and other charts Sparklines Slicers Hyperlinks Text Boxes Headers and
Footers WordArt Equations Symbols

how to make shape in excel: Visio 2007 For Dummies John Paul Mueller, Debbie
Walkowski, 2011-02-09 Reveal your inner business artist with Visio Turn your ideas into diagrams
and drawings with Visio's stencils and templates If you have an idea you want to get down on
electronic paper, Visio 2007 is for you, and so is this book! They're both flexible and user-friendly.
Here's how to use Visio to capture ideas from simple to intricate, update data in a drawing with a
single click, add and manipulate text, work with connectors, and more. Discover how to Create
business, engineering, software, or network diagrams Format an entire drawing using themes
Analyze what-if scenarios with PivotDiagrams Produce layered multipage drawings Save drawings to
publish on the Web

how to make shape in excel: Using Microsoft Visio 2010, Enhanced Edition Chris Roth,
2011-05-24 Using Microsoft Visio 2010 Get comfortable with Microsoft Visio 2010, the latest version
of Microsoft Visio. Don’t just read about it: see it and hear it with step-by-step video tutorials and
valuable audio sidebars delivered through the Free Web Edition that comes with every USING book.
For the price of the book, you get online access anywhere with a web connection—no books to carry,
updated content, and all the benefits of video and audio learning. LEARN FAST, LEARN EASY,
USING WEB, VIDEO, AND AUDIO Show Me video walks through tasks you’ve just got to see Tell Me
More audio delivers insights straight from the experts

how to make shape in excel: Learning and Teaching Early Math Douglas H. Clements, Julie
Sarama, 2014-05-23 In this important book for pre- and in-service teachers, early math experts
Douglas Clements and Julie Sarama show how learning trajectories help diagnose a child’s level of
mathematical understanding and provide guidance for teaching. By focusing on the inherent delight
and curiosity behind young children’s mathematical reasoning, learning trajectories ultimately make



teaching more joyous. They help teachers understand the varying levels of knowledge exhibited by
individual students, which in turn allows them to better meet the learning needs of all children.
Using straightforward, no-nonsense language, this book summarizes the current research about how
children learn mathematics, and how to build on what children already know to realize more
effective teaching. This second edition of Learning and Teaching Early Math remains the definitive,
research-based resource to help teachers understand the learning trajectories of early mathematics
and become quintessential professionals. Updates to the new edition include: ¢ Explicit connections
between Learning Trajectories and the new Common Core State Standards. * New coverage of
patterns and patterning. ¢ Incorporation of hundreds of recent research studies.

how to make shape in excel: The Plymouth Rock Standard and Breed Book American
Poultry Association, 1921

how to make shape in excel: The Decisions that Shape One's Destiny Lloyd N. Moffatt,
2011-05 Every lesson, experience and obstacle that is part of life requires a person to make a critical
decision that will shape his or her destiny. It is through those experiences that come from the
lessons that life teaches and the obstacles that one must go through that defines truly where one's
heart and purpose lies in this world. I wrote this book because I know how important decision
making is in everyone's lives. There are people who like to make decisions such as finding the right
career, the right person to marry, the right places to live and raise their children, even decisions
that affect their overall dreams and goals. Each person was born with a purpose in this world. No
one can exist in this life without one. God doesn't make any mistakes in who or what He creates.
Therefore, because you are not a mistake and God created you with a purpose, you have every
reason to tap into your abilities and capabilities to impact the world. If you are hungry to discover
your true potential, passion and purpose in life, you will be an entirely different person after reading
this book. You will have the mindset to accomplish every impossible dream and goal that many
people thought you could never possibly attain.

how to make shape in excel: SHAPE YOUR THINKING (A Guide for Survival & Success
in 21st Century) Shashank Mutneja, 2020-12-17 Shape Your Thinking - A guide for survival &
success in the 21st Century provides the reader with key principles & processes, best practices &
experiences of successful people on how to balance your personal & professional life to achieve
consistent success. It tells us about how to take on the problems of the 21st Century. Shashank
Mutneja takes us on a thrilling journey through today’s most urgent issues and their solutions. The
golden thread running through his exhilarating new book is the challenge of maintaining our
collective and individual focus in the face of constant and disorienting change. Shashank Mutneja
explores what it means to be a good human in an age of bewilderment. This book provides the
reader with real-life examples and straight to the point principles, processes, and best practices that
made all the difference in the world. This book not only tells the reader what to do but also explains
how to do it.

how to make shape in excel: Don't Fear the Spreadsheet MrExcel's Holy Macro! Books,
Tyler Nash, Bill Jelen, Kevin Jones, Tom Urtis, 2024-12-18 Learn Excel effortlessly with this
beginner-friendly guide. Overcome frustrations, master formulas, create charts, and analyze data
with confidence. This book is perfect for boosting productivity and Excel skills. Key Features A
question-and-answer format tailored to address the most common Excel frustrations. Comprehensive
coverage of Excel basics, from navigation to formatting and simple formulas. Practical tips and
solutions designed specifically for Excel beginners to build confidence. Book DescriptionThis book is
written in an easy-to-follow question-and-answer format, specifically designed for complete Excel
beginners. Focusing on the extreme basics of using spreadsheets, it avoids overwhelming readers
with advanced topics and instead builds a foundational understanding. Readers will quickly gain a
passable knowledge of the program, addressing common fears and frustrations through clear
explanations and practical examples. The guide answers hundreds of everyday questions, such as
Can I delete data without changing formatting? and How do I use text-wrapping? as well as slightly
more advanced queries like What is a Macro, and how do I create one? It empowers users by



breaking down intimidating concepts into manageable steps, making Excel approachable and useful
for even the most inexperienced users. The focus is on helping readers become comfortable with
essential tasks, from merging cells and formatting text to understanding formulas and navigating the
interface. Aimed at the 40 percent of Excel users who have never entered a formula, this book
demystifies the program's tools and functions, transforming confusion into confidence. By the end,
readers will feel equipped to use Excel effectively for personal and professional tasks, overcoming
barriers to productivity.What you will learn Master Excel navigation for seamless spreadsheet
management. Format cells and data to create visually appealing spreadsheets. Apply formulas to
solve complex problems with greater accuracy. Create charts to present data insights effectively and
professionally. Perform data analysis using sorting, filtering, and pivot tables. Use shortcuts and
tools to save time and boost productivity. Who this book is for This book is ideal for absolute
beginners, Excel novices, and anyone looking to overcome their fears of spreadsheets. It’s perfect
for students, professionals, and small business owners. No advanced knowledge is needed, making it
accessible to all users.

how to make shape in excel: School Library Infographics Peggy Milam Creighton Ph.D.,
2015-05-18 Find out how you can increase the impact of your school library instruction, promotion,
and organization with the utilization of infographics created with do-it-yourself tips found within this
guidebook. Infographics have become increasingly popular educational tools for visually conveying
ideas and information—in class projects, in daily lessons, and for promoting school and library
programs. This book—the only one of its kind—helps you create your own computer-generated
visuals for your class and library using common software platforms and free web-based applications.
A perfect primer for educators with little or no technological savvy, this resource features charts,
tables, screenshots, bars, and graphs for making infographics easy to reproduce and create. Author
Peggy Milam Creighton discusses the benefits of utilizing visuals with students and provides tips and
strategies for creating your own graphics for various educational settings. The reference is
organized into three topics: how to create infographics with Microsoft software such as Word, Excel,
and PowerPoint; how to use graphics to support school library programs; and why using these
visual-based learning tools is important. The work features easy-to-use tutorials, lesson plans, and
project ideas for students.

how to make shape in excel: Special Edition Using Microsoft Office Word 2007 Faithe
Wempen, 2002-12-26 THE ONLY WORD 2007 BOOK YOU NEED This book will help you build solid
skills to create the documents you need right now, and expert-level guidance for leveraging Word’s
most advanced features whenever you need them. If you buy only one book on Word 2007, Special
Edition Using Microsoft Office Word 2007 is the book you need. « Come up to speed quickly with the
new Word 2007 Ribbon interface ¢ Streamline document formatting with styles, templates, and
themes ¢ Collaborate with others using comments and tracked changes * Master mail merges,
master documents, and other advanced features * Manage large documents with indexes, TOCs, and
automatically numbered references ¢ Use fields and forms to collect and manage information ¢
[lustrate key concepts with SmartArt diagrams ¢ Create and apply custom themes that control
fonts, color schemes, and effects * Manage academic research citations and generate bibliographies
in any popular documentation format On the Web Includes complete instructions and a command
reference you can use to customize the Ribbon with RibbonX, even if you have little or no previous
XML experience. You can also download additional RibbonX examples and an easy-to-use
RibbonCustomizer utility from this book’s companion web site,
www.quepublishing.com/usingword2007.

how to make shape in excel: Getting In Shape God's Way Ron Kardashian, 2012-01-09
Fitness and Health From the Inside Out! If you are dissatisfied with the results you are getting from
your diet and exercise program, Getting in Shape God's Way will give you the tools you need to turn
things around today. Learn the four simple keys to making everything else--proper nutrition,
exercise, and other health principles--really work as you gain the wisdom and tools you need to: Find
the real reasons behind your diet and fitness roadblocks Transcend old ways of thinking Motivate



yourself so that you will never give up Achieve results that will last a lifetime

how to make shape in excel: Escape Your Shape Edward Jackowski, 2001-08-20 The
Individualized Fitness Prescription for Your Body Type Do you wonder why the latest fitness fad
doesn't work for you? Have you lifted weights for months, dreaming of toned, defined muscles, with
no results? Have you exercised regularly for months -- or even years -- without seeing any changes in
your body? If you answered yes to any of these questions, chances are your exercise routine is
incomplete and wrong for your body type. Everyone -- men and women alike -- has a natural shape:
Hourglass® Spoon® Ruler® Cone® And there's a right and a wrong way to exercise for each. By
exercising right for your body type you'll finally see stubborn problem areas start to change in a
matter of weeks -- the kind of change that will motivate you to continue until you meet your goals
and beyond. You don't need to buy expensive equipment or devote hours a day to this program.
Whether you're twenty-two or seventy-two, a regular at the gym or making a serious commitment to
exercise for the first time in your life, the man Fit magazine calls the Shape Master puts the most
important tool for success in your hands: a detailed step-by-step workout for your body type that you
can perform anywhere. With consistent workouts fueled by quantifiable results, you will dramatically
change your body for the better and for the rest of your life.

how to make shape in excel: The Shape Shifters John L. Mariotti, 1997-10-10 The Shape
Shifters offers a unique set of new tools keeping readers ahead of fast-moving curves. The simple
analytical and teaching tools in this book can make any business nimbler and more decisive. The
author provides hundreds of examples of how companies have redefined the shapes of their
businesses, shape shifting faster and more often to match the changing shape of customer demands.

how to make shape in excel: Visualize Complex Processes with Microsoft Visio David ]
Parker, Senaj Lelic, 2023-05-12 Streamline your business by creating clear, concise process
diagrams with Microsoft Visio, and share them securely for viewing, reviewing, and collaboration
Purchase of the print or Kindle book includes a free PDF eBook Key Features Learn built-in diagram
types or create custom ones to describe flow steps effectively Unlock the skills and techniques
needed to efficiently and speedily capture and communicate complex flows Understand how to store
securely, integrate with other apps, and import and export flow steps Book Description Every
business has process flows, but not all of them are fully described to or verified for accuracy with
each stakeholder. This not only presents a risk for business continuity but also removes the ability to
make insightful improvements. To make these complex interactions easy to grasp, it's important to
describe these processes visually using symbology that everybody understands. Different parts of
these flows should be collaboratively developed and stored securely as commercial collateral.
Visualize Complex Processes with Microsoft Visio helps you understand why it is crucial to use a
common, systematic approach to document the steps needed to meet each business requirement.
This book explores the various process flow templates available in each edition of Microsoft Visio,
including BPMN. It also shows you how to use them effectively with the help of tips and techniques
and examples to reduce the time required for creating them, as well as how you can improve their
integration and presentation. By the end of this book, you'll have mastered the skills needed to
create data-integrated business flowcharts with Microsoft Visio, learned how to effectively use these
diagrams collaboratively, but securely, and understood how to integrate them with other M365 apps,
including Excel, Word, PowerPoint, and Power Automate. What you will learn Choose an appropriate
flowchart diagram type to describe process steps Develop the skills to efficiently use Visio to draw
process flowcharts Discover how to create process flows diagrams to meet the BPMN standard Find
out how to synchronize Excel tables with Visio process flowcharts Store flowcharts that can also be
used for collaboration securely Understand how to export flowcharts and data to other M365 apps
Discover how Visio ShapeSheet functions can increase productivity Who this book is for If you're a
manager, analyst, or designer of business processes, then this book will help you create professional
process diagrams effectively and consistently to improve the accuracy of communication and
facilitate impactful insights. This book will also be useful for beginners or power users who are
seeking tips and techniques to capture process flows from context and customize diagrams to meet



academic as well as corporate standards.

how to make shape in excel: The Shape of the River William G. Bowen, Derek Bok, Derek
Curtis Bok, James Lawrence Shulman, Thomas I. Nygren, Stacy Berg Dale, Lauren A. Meserve,
2019-01-08 First published in 1998, this text became an immediate landmark in the debate over
affirmative action in America. It grounded a contentious subject in concrete data at a time when
arguments surrounding it were characterized more by emotion than evidence. It continues to
present the most compelling data available about the effects of affirmative action.

how to make shape in excel: How Industry Analysts Shape the Digital Future Neil
Pollock, Robin Williams, 2016 Industry analysts are in the business of shaping the technological and
economic future. They attempt to 'predict' what will become the next big thing; to spot new
emerging trends and paradigms; to decide which hi-tech products will win out over others and to
figure out which technology vendors can deliver on their promises. In just a few short years, they
have developed a surprising degree of authority over technological innovation. Yet we know very
little, if anything about them. This book seeks to explain how this was achieved and on what this
authority rests. Who are the experts who increasingly command the attention of vendor and user
communities? What is the nature of this new form of technical and business knowledge? How
Industry Analysts Shape the Digital Future offers the first book length study into this rarely
scrutinized form of business expertise. Contributions to this volume show how, from a small group of
mainly North American players which arose in the 1970s, Gartner Inc. has emerged as clear leader
of a $6 billion industry that involves several hundred firms worldwide. Through interviews and
observation of Gartner Inc. and other industry analyst firms, the book explores how these firms
create their predictions, market classifications and rankings, as well as with how these outputs are
assessed and consumed. The book asks why many social scientists have ignored the proliferation of
these new forms of management and technical expertise. In some cases scholars have 'deflated’ this
kind of business acumen, portraying it as arbitrary knowledge whose methods and content do not
deserve enquiry. The valuable exception here has been the path-breaking work on the
‘performativity' of economic, financial or accounting knowledge. Drawing upon recent performativity
arguments, the book argues the case for a Sociology of Business Knowledge.

how to make shape in excel: Shape and Space Mel Lever, 2013-01-11 Activities focusing on
shape and space include: symmetry; shapes and patterns; properties of shapes; points of the
compass; angle and turn; measurement of angles and use of compass and protractor; and
coordinates.

how to make shape in excel: Metal Finishing, 1926
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