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Unlocking the Skies: The Best Credit Cards for United Miles

Best credit cards for United Miles are the gateway to a world of travel rewards, offering
enthusiasts the chance to significantly reduce the cost of their journeys with the airline. For
frequent flyers and aspiring globetrotters alike, strategically choosing the right credit card can
transform everyday spending into tangible flight benefits. These cards not only allow you to earn
United MileagePlus miles but also provide a suite of perks designed to enhance your travel
experience, from priority boarding to airport lounge access. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the top credit cards available, dissecting their earning potentials, benefits, and suitability for
different spending habits. We will explore how to maximize your mileage accumulation, understand
the nuances of airline co-branded cards versus general travel rewards cards that can be converted
to United miles, and ultimately help you make an informed decision to elevate your United Airlines
travel.
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Understanding United MileagePlus and How Credit
Cards Fit In

United MileagePlus is the loyalty program of United Airlines, rewarding customers for flying with
them and their airline partners, as well as for spending with co-branded credit cards and through
various shopping and dining partners. The program allows members to earn miles that can be
redeemed for award flights, upgrades, hotel stays, rental cars, and other experiences. Credit cards
play a pivotal role in accelerating mileage accumulation, turning everyday purchases into significant
mileage balances. By aligning your spending with the right credit card, you can reach your
redemption goals much faster.

The core concept is simple: the more you spend on a United co-branded card, the more MileagePlus
miles you earn. These miles are credited directly to your MileagePlus account, making them readily
available for booking flights or other rewards. Understanding the earning rates for different
spending categories, such as flights, dining, and everyday purchases, is crucial for optimizing your
mileage accrual. Furthermore, introductory bonuses offered by these cards can provide a substantial
initial boost to your mileage balance.



Top Co-Branded United Airlines Credit Cards

United Airlines offers a tiered selection of co-branded credit cards, each designed to cater to
different levels of flyer loyalty and spending habits. These cards are issued by Chase and are a
primary avenue for earning United miles directly.

United Explorer Card

The United Explorer Card is often considered the entry-level option for those looking to start earning
United miles and enjoy some premium travel benefits. It’s a solid choice for individuals who fly
United a few times a year and want to enhance their travel experience and earn miles on their
purchases.

With this card, you’ll earn double miles on United purchases, dining, and hotel stays booked through
United. All other purchases earn one mile per dollar. The card also offers a valuable welcome bonus
for new cardholders, typically involving a significant number of miles after meeting an initial
spending requirement. It provides a free first checked bag for the cardholder and one companion on
United-operated flights, which can lead to substantial savings over time.

United Club[] Infinite Card

For the most frequent United travelers and those who value lounge access and premium amenities,
the United Club[] Infinite Card is the flagship offering. This card is designed for those who want to
travel in comfort and convenience, with benefits that extend beyond just earning miles.

This card offers unlimited access to United Club lounges for the cardholder and one guest, a
significant perk for frequent flyers. It also provides premier travel benefits such as priority boarding,
Premier Access® security and check-in, and a Global Entry or TSA PreCheck application fee credit.
The earning rates are generous, with accelerated miles on United purchases, dining, and select
other categories. The annual fee is higher, reflecting the comprehensive suite of premium benefits.

United Gateway[] Card

The United Gateway[] Card is another excellent option for those starting their United miles journey
or seeking a no-annual-fee option with valuable perks. It’s particularly attractive for its
straightforward earning structure and everyday benefits.

This card offers 2 miles per dollar on United purchases, as well as on dining and gas station
purchases. All other eligible purchases earn 1 mile per dollar. While it doesn't offer the same
extensive lounge access as the Infinite card, it does provide a free first checked bag for the
cardholder and one companion on United-operated flights when booked with the card. The absence
of an annual fee makes it an attractive option for maximizing savings on everyday spending.



Key Benefits of Owning a United Co-Branded Card

Beyond simply earning miles, United co-branded credit cards offer a range of benefits that can
significantly improve your travel experience and provide tangible savings. These perks are a major
draw for many customers and are often a deciding factor when choosing a card.

e Free First Checked Bag: Most United co-branded cards offer a free first checked bag for the
primary cardholder and one companion on eligible United-operated flights. This can save
considerable money on domestic trips.

e Priority Boarding: Cardholders often receive priority boarding on United flights, allowing
you to secure overhead bin space and settle in before the main boarding groups.

¢ In-flight Discount: Some cards provide a discount on in-flight purchases, such as food,
beverages, and Wi-Fi, when flying on United.

e Lounge Access: Higher-tier cards, like the United Club[] Infinite Card, offer complimentary
access to United Club lounges, providing a comfortable place to relax before your flight.

¢ Global Entry/TSA PreCheck Credit: Select cards reimburse the application fee for Global
Entry or TSA PreCheck, speeding up your airport security and customs process.

e Mileage Multiplier on United Purchases: All co-branded cards offer increased mileage
earning rates on United flight purchases, making it a smart choice for United flyers.

Earning Miles: Strategies and Bonuses

Maximizing your United Miles accumulation requires a strategic approach to spending and taking
advantage of card offers. The initial welcome bonus is a critical component of this strategy,
providing a substantial influx of miles early on.

Welcome bonuses can range from tens of thousands to over 100,000 miles and are typically awarded
after meeting a minimum spending requirement within the first few months of account opening.
These bonuses are invaluable for redeeming for award flights, especially for more expensive routes
or premium cabin redemptions.

Beyond the welcome bonus, understanding the tiered earning rates on co-branded cards is essential.
Focusing your spending on categories that offer accelerated mileage earning, such as United flights,
dining, or groceries, will significantly boost your mileage balance over time. Regularly reviewing
your spending habits and aligning them with the card's bonus categories is a key to efficient mileage
accumulation.



Other Travel Rewards Cards That Can Earn United
Miles

While co-branded cards offer direct earning, a wider universe of general travel rewards credit cards
can also be leveraged to earn United miles. These cards often provide greater flexibility and broader
earning opportunities across various merchants.

Chase Ultimate Rewards® is a prime example, as points earned on cards like the Chase Sapphire
Preferred® Card and Chase Sapphire Reserve® can be transferred 1:1 to United MileagePlus. This
flexibility is a major advantage, allowing you to choose the best redemption option, whether it's for
United flights or other airline and hotel partners within the Chase network.

Other transferable points programs, such as American Express Membership Rewards, can also be
converted to United miles, albeit with different transfer ratios and partners. However, it's crucial to
research the current transfer partners and ratios, as they can change. The key advantage of these
cards is their ability to earn flexible points that can be redeemed across multiple loyalty programs,
providing a safety net and more redemption options.

Evaluating the Best Card for Your Spending Habits

The "best" credit card for United miles is not a one-size-fits-all answer; it depends heavily on your
individual spending patterns, travel frequency, and desired benefits. A thorough evaluation of your
personal finances and travel goals is paramount.

If you fly United frequently and value premium amenities like lounge access and priority services, a
card with a higher annual fee but more extensive benefits, such as the United Club[] Infinite Card,
might be the most suitable choice. This card offers a comprehensive travel experience for dedicated
United flyers.

For those who fly United occasionally and are looking for a balance of earning potential and travel
perks without a substantial annual cost, the United Explorer Card or even the United Gateway[] Card
could be ideal. These cards provide essential benefits like a free checked bag and good earning rates
on United purchases.

If you prefer to earn flexible rewards that can be redeemed across multiple airlines and hotels, a
Chase Sapphire card offering transfers to United MileagePlus might be a better fit. This approach
provides greater redemption flexibility and can be advantageous if your travel plans are not
exclusively tied to United.

Maximizing Your United Miles Through Strategic Card



Use

Simply holding a United co-branded card is only the first step; maximizing the value of your
MileagePlus miles requires a proactive and strategic approach to card usage. This involves
understanding how to leverage bonus categories, utilizing card benefits, and being aware of
redemption sweet spots.

Regularly review your card's bonus categories and ensure your spending aligns with them. For
instance, if your United card offers double miles on dining, make an effort to dine out at restaurants
where you can use that card. Similarly, if you frequently book United flights, always use your co-
branded card to earn bonus miles on those purchases.

Don't overlook the ancillary benefits of your card. For example, if your card offers a free checked
bag, ensure you're using it for every eligible flight to offset costs. If you have lounge access, take
advantage of it to make your travel experience more comfortable and productive. The cumulative
savings from these benefits can be significant.

Furthermore, staying informed about United's MileagePlus program itself is crucial. Look for
opportunities to earn bonus miles through MileagePlus partners, such as shopping portals or dining
programs. Understanding award availability and redemption sweet spots can help you get the most
value from your hard-earned miles.

When to Consider a Business Credit Card for United
Miles

For small business owners and entrepreneurs, business credit cards can be a powerful tool for
accumulating United miles, especially if a significant portion of business expenses can be channeled
through such a card. Business cards often come with higher credit limits and unique spending
categories that can accelerate mileage earning.

Many business credit cards that earn flexible points, such as those in the Chase Ultimate Rewards
program, allow for 1:1 transfers to United MileagePlus. This means that business expenses paid with
these cards can directly contribute to your United miles balance. The earning structures on business
cards can be tailored to common business expenditures like office supplies, advertising, or shipping,
which can often result in higher mileage accumulation than personal cards.

When considering a business card, look for options that offer a strong welcome bonus and good
earning rates on categories relevant to your business operations. Some business cards also come
with travel benefits that can complement your personal United travel, such as purchase protection
or extended warranty. It’s important to ensure that your business expenses align with the card's
benefits and earning potential to make it a truly valuable tool for your MileagePlus account.



Conclusion: Your Path to Rewarding Travel

The pursuit of the best credit cards for United miles is a journey toward unlocking more affordable
and enjoyable travel experiences. By understanding the nuances of co-branded cards like the United
Explorer Card, United Club[] Infinite Card, and United Gateway[] Card, alongside the flexibility
offered by transferable points programs from Chase, you can strategically build a substantial
MileagePlus balance. Prioritizing cards that align with your spending habits, taking advantage of
welcome bonuses, and leveraging the unique travel benefits each card offers are key to maximizing
your rewards. Whether you're a casual flyer or a seasoned globetrotter, the right credit card is an
indispensable tool in your arsenal for making your travel dreams a reality with United Airlines.

FAQ

Q: What is the best United Airlines credit card for everyday
spending?

A: For everyday spending with United Miles, the United Gateway[] Card is often a strong contender
due to its no annual fee and solid earning rate of 2 miles per dollar on United purchases, dining, and
gas. The United Explorer Card also offers good earning potential across various categories with a
reasonable annual fee.

Q: How many United miles can I earn with a welcome bonus?

A: Welcome bonuses for United co-branded credit cards can vary significantly. They typically range
from 30,000 to over 100,000 MileagePlus miles, often awarded after meeting an initial spending
requirement within the first few months of account opening. It’s important to check the specific offer
details for the current bonus amounts.

Q: Can I transfer points from other credit card programs to
United MileagePlus?

A: Yes, points from certain credit card programs can be transferred to United MileagePlus. The most
notable example is Chase Ultimate Rewards®, where points earned on cards like the Chase
Sapphire Preferred® Card and Chase Sapphire Reserve® can be transferred 1:1 to United
MileagePlus. American Express Membership Rewards can also sometimes be transferred.

Q: Are the annual fees for United credit cards worth the
benefits?

A: Whether the annual fees are worth it depends on your travel habits and how much you value the
associated benefits. For frequent United flyers, the perks like free checked bags, priority boarding,
and lounge access (on higher-tier cards) can easily outweigh the annual cost. For less frequent
travelers, a no-annual-fee option or a card with lower annual fees might be more suitable.



Q: What is the difference between the United Explorer Card
and the United Club[] Infinite Card?

A: The United Explorer Card is a mid-tier card offering benefits like a free checked bag and priority
boarding. The United Club[] Infinite Card is a premium card that includes unlimited United Club[]
lounge access for the cardholder and a guest, a Global Entry/TSA PreCheck credit, and other
enhanced travel perks, but it comes with a significantly higher annual fee.

Q: Can I get a United credit card if I don't fly United often?

A: You can certainly get a United credit card even if you don't fly United often. However, to
maximize the value, it's generally recommended to align your card choice with your primary airline
of choice. If you fly United infrequently, a flexible rewards card that can transfer to United might be
a better option for greater redemption flexibility.

Q: What are the best ways to redeem United miles for
maximum value?

A: Redeeming United miles for international business or first-class flights on United or its Star
Alliance partners often provides the highest value per mile. Additionally, look out for MileagePlus
award sales or consider using miles for upgrades on eligible flights. Be mindful of award availability,
as it can vary greatly.
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best credit cards for united miles: STRATEGIES FOR ACCUMULATING MILES DUKE
SOUZA, This book is a comprehensive and up-to-date guide to turning airline miles into a true
strategic asset. It explores how smart use of credit cards, purchases with partner stores, bonus point
transfers, and mileage clubs can significantly increase point balances without raising expenses. In
addition to everyday accumulation strategies, it teaches efficient redemption techniques, travel
planning to save money, and even how to monetize miles as an extra source of income. With an
accessible and practical approach, the content takes the reader from basic knowledge to advanced
strategies, including lesser-known tips capable of generating real savings and financial opportunities
through loyalty programs.
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Or a free round-trip airline ticket twice a year just for making purchases on a rebate card? Or
lowering their insurance premiums by hundreds of dollars a year just by raising their credit score?
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Obviously, just about every consumer is interested in saving money and getting freebies! Hence, the
universal appeal of this book cannot be overstated. Today, the average American household has 12.7
credit cards. Banks maximize their profits by nickel and dimeing and outsmarting their cardholders:
that's why credit cards are their most profitable product. Banks spend billions enticing consumers
with rebates, freebies, low-introductory rate offers, and airline miles. Learn how to take full
advantage of these offers, without paying for them through brutally high interest rates, fees, and
penalties! Arnold offers specific advice targeted to young consumers who are being aggressively
targeted by credit card marketers; retirees facing credit discrimination; Americans recovering from
bankruptcy or other debt problems; and even consumers with great credit. You'll learn the
techniques he has personally used to escape credit card debt, creatively finance his wedding, car,
and home purchases, and earn thousands in credit card perks every year.

best credit cards for united miles: The 250 Personal Finance Questions Everyone
Should Ask Peter Sander, 2005-08-29 Money management is more complicated than ever - you
have to deal with yo-yo'ing stock markets, rising health care and home prices, taxes, and
employment. Everywhere you look, there's more to worry about. Where do you start? The 250
Personal Finance Questions Everyone Should Ask gives you the simple, straightforward answers you
need to protect your finances. Written in a quick, easy, accessible style, this comprehensive
handbook book takes you through twenty-five key financial categories, including: Daily Finances
Building Wealth Retirement Planning for Life Events Taxes The 250 Personal Finance Questions
Everyone Should Ask is the personal finance guide that will answer your immediate questions - and
serve as a reference for years to come.

best credit cards for united miles: Travel Hacking 101: Maximizing Rewards for Free Trips
Ahmed Musa , 2024-12-27 Turn your wanderlust into reality without breaking the bank with Travel
Hacking 101: Maximizing Rewards for Free Trips. This comprehensive guide reveals the insider
secrets to leveraging points, miles, and rewards programs so you can travel the world for a fraction
of the cost—or even for free. Learn the fundamentals of travel hacking, from choosing the best credit
cards and maximizing sign-up bonuses to understanding airline alliances and hotel loyalty programs.
Discover strategies to earn rewards quickly, redeem them effectively, and avoid common pitfalls like
blackout dates and hidden fees. With step-by-step guidance, you'll uncover how to book luxury
flights, upgrade your accommodations, and plan dream vacations on a budget. Explore tips for
navigating reward systems, hacking elite status, and staying organized to make the most of every
opportunity. Whether you're planning a weekend getaway or a round-the-world adventure, this book
is your passport to smarter, cheaper travel. Packed with practical advice and inspiring success
stories, Travel Hacking 101 empowers beginners and seasoned travelers alike to unlock a world of
possibilities. It’s not just about saving money—it’s about maximizing your experiences, exploring
new destinations, and creating unforgettable memories without the financial stress. Start hacking
your way to the ultimate travel lifestyle today. With Travel Hacking 101, the journey of your dreams
is just a few miles away!

best credit cards for united miles: T-Byte Travel & Transportation Industry V Gupta,
2020-01-08 This document brings together a set of latest data points and publicly available
information relevant for Travel & Transportation. We are very excited to share this content and
believe that readers will benefit immensely from this periodic publication immensely.

best credit cards for united miles: Mileage Pro The Insider's Guide to Frequent Flyer
Programs Tim Winship, 2005

best credit cards for united miles: Credit Card Practices United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, 2008

best credit cards for united miles: The Secrets of Money Braun Mincher, 2007-11 A
comprehensive guide to personal finance covers such topics as consumer credit, real estate
mortgages, property leases, car buying and financing, insurance, taxes, investments, and wills.

best credit cards for united miles: How to Get the Best Deal Every Time You Travel L. Lee




Harrison, 2006

best credit cards for united miles: Get Your Travel On! Taryn White, 2016-06-15 Time or
money should never be considered a barrier to pursuing travel dreams. With a little effort and
planning, there are countless ways to see the world. In her comprehensive travel book, seasoned
traveler Taryn White shares five easy steps and a multitude of practical tips that will help American
travelers develop a personal vacation plan, choose the right, budget-friendly destination, and enjoy
peace of mind while visiting exciting sites around the world. White relies on her vast travel
experiences to lead future vacationers on a step-by-step process that provides valuable tips on how
to: select an ideal seasonal destination; develop a trip wish list; conduct research to find the best
deal; pack the right items; compare travel insurance options; and prepare adequately for each trip.
Get Your Travel On! is a complete guide that shares advice, tools, and tips that will make travel
easier for anyone ready to take a break from day-to-day stress and satisfy their wanderlust.

best credit cards for united miles: Personal Finance Vickie L. Bajtelsmit, 2024-04-02
Personal Finance, 3rd Edition offers essential skills and knowledge that will set students on the road
to lifelong financial wellness. Byfocusing on real-world decision making, Bajtelsmit Personal Finance
engages a diverse student population by helping them make personal connections that can
immediately impact their current financial situations. Using a conversational writing style, relatable
examples, and up-to-date coverage on important topics - such as student debt, housing, fintech and
Al - students gain the knowledge they need to avoid early financial mistakes. By the end of the
course, students have identified their goals and developed the problem-solving skills they need to
build on as they progress to the next stages of life.

best credit cards for united miles: Full Committee Hearing on the Role of Credit Cards in
Small Business Financing United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small Business, 2008

best credit cards for united miles: How to Travel the World on $50 a Day Matt Kepnes,
2015-01-06 *UPDATED 2017 EDITION* New York Times bestseller! No money? No problem. You can
start packing your bags for that trip you've been dreaming a lifetime about. For more than half a
decade, Matt Kepnes (aka Nomadic Matt) has been showing readers of his enormously popular
travel blog that traveling isn’t expensive and that it’s affordable to all. He proves that as long as you
think out of the box and travel like locals, your trip doesn’t have to break your bank, nor do you need
to give up luxury. How to Travel the World on $50 a Day reveals Nomadic Matt’s tips, tricks, and
secrets to comfortable budget travel based on his experience traveling the world without giving up
the sushi meals and comfortable beds he enjoys. Offering a blend of advice ranging from travel
hacking to smart banking, you’ll learn how to: * Avoid paying bank fees anywhere in the world *
Earn thousands of free frequent flyer points * Find discount travel cards that can save on hostels,
tours, and transportation * Get cheap (or free) plane tickets Whether it’s a two-week, two-month, or
two-year trip, Nomadic Matt shows you how to stretch your money further so you can travel
cheaper, smarter, and longer.

best credit cards for united miles: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1996-10 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.

best credit cards for united miles: Impact on Product Liability United States. Congress.
Senate. Select Committee on Small Business, 1976

best credit cards for united miles: The Report: Bahrain 2016 Oxford Business Group,
2016-02-18 The energy sector still represents the biggest contributor to the kingdom’s GDP,
although its share of the economy has been falling as non-oil sectors continue to drive growth. The
kingdom'’s financial sector represents the second-largest contributor to GDP, accounting for 16.5%
in 2014, with Bahrain recognised as a pioneer in Islamic finance, having been the first country in the
world to introduce and implement rules specific to Islamic banking in 2001. Manufacturing is the
third-largest GDP contributor, at 14.4% of the total in 2014, with the kingdom home to one of the
world’s largest aluminuim smelters. Meanwhile, Bahrain continues to invest in considerable
infrastructure upgrades, and these are expected to enhance the kingdom'’s logistics offerings, as well



as help facilitate greater tourism numbers. For its part, tourism has been identified as an area with
significant potential for growth, with the Supreme Council for Tourism created to help guide and
develop the sector.

best credit cards for united miles: Professional Journal of the United States Army, 1985

best credit cards for united miles: Introduction to Air Transport Economics Bijan Vasigh, Ken
Fleming, Thomas Tacker, 2018-01-29 Introduction to Air Transport Economics: From Theory to
Applications uniquely merges the institutional and technical aspects of the aviation industry with
their theoretical economic underpinnings. Its integrative approach offers a fresh point of view that
will find favor with many students of aviation. This third edition has been extensively updated
throughout. It features new material that stresses the dynamic aspects of demand and supply and
the ongoing competitive aspects of the marketplace. It now features an introductory chapter, and
specific examples, to more directly relate management decisions to the economic theory. Also, in
addition to an expanded coverage of revenue management and pricing decisions, the third edition
includes case studies that give real-world examples to reflect actual industry practice as well as a
discussion of the more up-to-date computer applications that make the new techniques so effective.
This book offers a self-contained theory and applications-oriented text for any individual intent on
entering the aviation industry as a practicing professional in the management area. It will be of
greatest relevance to undergraduate and graduate students interested in obtaining a more complete
understanding of the economics of the aviation industry. It will also appeal to many professionals
who seek an accessible and practical explanation of the underlying economic forces that shape the
industry.

best credit cards for united miles: Problems Confronting Small Business United States.
Congress. Senate. Select Committee on Small Business, 1975

best credit cards for united miles: The Code of Federal Regulations of the United States
of America, 1991 The Code of Federal Regulations is the codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the executive departments and agencies of the Federal
Government.
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