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Navigating the Path: How to Buy with No Money Down

how to buy with no money down might sound like a dream, but for many, it's an
achievable reality with the right knowledge and strategies. This comprehensive guide
delves into the various avenues available, from understanding seller financing and lease-to-
own agreements to exploring government programs and creative financing solutions. We'll
dissect the nuances of each method, equipping you with the insights needed to secure
significant purchases without requiring a substantial upfront cash investment. Whether
you're eyeing real estate, vehicles, or even starting a business, the principles of acquiring
assets with minimal or no initial capital are within your grasp.
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Understanding the Core Concept of No Money
Down Purchases

At its heart, buying with no money down means securing an asset without making a
traditional upfront cash payment. This doesn't imply getting something for free; rather, it
involves creative financing structures that shift the financial burden to a later date or
spread it out over time in a less conventional manner. The fundamental principle is to
leverage existing assets, seller willingness, or specialized loan programs to bridge the gap
between the purchase price and the lender's or seller's immediate cash requirement.

The feasibility of a no money down purchase often hinges on factors such as your
creditworthiness, the value and liquidity of the asset being purchased, and the willingness
of the seller or a financial institution to take on a higher level of risk. It requires a proactive
approach to research, negotiation, and understanding the contractual obligations involved.
This approach can open doors to opportunities that might otherwise remain out of reach
due to immediate financial constraints.

Real Estate: Unlocking the Possibilities

Purchasing real estate with no money down is a popular aspiration, and several established
methods can make this a reality. These strategies often involve sophisticated financing



arrangements and require careful negotiation with sellers or mortgage lenders.

Seller Financing: The Owner Becomes the Bank

Seller financing, also known as owner financing, is a direct arrangement where the property
seller acts as the lender, allowing the buyer to pay for the property over time. Instead of
obtaining a mortgage from a traditional bank, the buyer makes payments directly to the
seller. This can be particularly advantageous if you have a strong credit history but lack the
substantial down payment typically required by banks. The terms of the loan, including
interest rate and repayment schedule, are negotiable between the buyer and seller.

A key benefit of seller financing is its flexibility. Sellers may be more willing to work with a
buyer's specific financial situation, potentially accepting a lower down payment or even no
down payment if the overall deal is attractive to them. This method often bypasses many of
the stringent underwriting processes associated with conventional mortgages, making it a
more accessible option for some buyers. However, it's crucial for both parties to have a
clear, legally binding contract drafted by an attorney to protect their interests.

Lease-to-Own Agreements

A lease-to-own, or rent-to-own, agreement offers a pathway to homeownership for those
who may not qualify for a mortgage immediately or who need time to save for a down
payment. In this arrangement, you lease a property with an option to purchase it at a
predetermined price within a specified timeframe. A portion of your monthly rent is
typically credited towards the down payment or purchase price.

This method allows you to live in the property while you improve your credit score, save
more money, or wait for market conditions to become more favorable. The option fee paid
upfront is often non-refundable, so it's essential to be certain about your commitment to
purchasing the property. The terms of the lease and the purchase option must be clearly
defined in the contract, including the purchase price, the lease duration, and how rent
credits are applied.

Government-Backed Loan Programs

Various government agencies offer loan programs designed to assist individuals with
limited down payment funds. These programs often have more lenient eligibility
requirements and lower down payment percentages compared to conventional loans.
Examples include FHA loans, VA loans (for eligible veterans), and USDA loans (for rural
properties).

FHA loans, for instance, can allow for down payments as low as 3.5% for borrowers with a
credit score of 580 or higher. VA loans, backed by the Department of Veterans Affairs, can



offer 0% down payment options for eligible veterans, active-duty military personnel, and
surviving spouses. USDA loans also provide 0% down payment options for eligible rural and
suburban homebuyers. It's essential to research the specific criteria and benefits of each
program to determine eligibility.

Assumable Mortgages

An assumable mortgage is a type of home loan that allows a new buyer to take over the
seller's existing mortgage, including its interest rate and terms. This can be a significant
advantage if the seller has a favorable interest rate that is lower than current market rates.
While not strictly a "no money down" option in all cases, it can significantly reduce the
upfront cash required, as the buyer essentially takes on the existing loan balance instead of
securing a new, potentially higher-interest loan.

The buyer must still qualify to assume the mortgage, and the lender will typically require a
credit check and financial assessment. The difference between the assumed loan amount
and the property's sale price would need to be paid by the buyer, which could still involve a
substantial amount, but it avoids the need for a full down payment on a new mortgage. This
strategy is more common with certain types of loans, such as FHA and VA loans.

Vehicle Acquisition: Driving Away Without an
Immediate Down Payment

Acquiring a vehicle without a significant upfront payment is also achievable through various
financing avenues and strategic negotiations.

Dealer Financing Options

Many car dealerships offer in-house financing or work with a network of lenders that may
approve loans with low or no down payment requirements, especially for buyers with good
credit. Some dealerships even advertise "0% down" deals, though it's important to read the
fine print carefully. These offers might come with higher interest rates or a shorter loan
term to compensate for the reduced upfront risk.

When exploring dealer financing, it's wise to get pre-approved by an independent lender
beforehand. This gives you a benchmark to compare the dealership's offers and
strengthens your negotiating position. Always scrutinize the total cost of the vehicle,
including interest, fees, and the overall loan term, to ensure you are getting a fair deal.



Leasing a Vehicle

Vehicle leasing is a common way to drive a new car with a lower monthly payment and
often a smaller upfront cost compared to buying. Lease agreements typically require an
initial payment that covers things like the first month's payment, a security deposit, taxes,
and fees, but this is generally less than the down payment for purchasing a vehicle. Some
lease deals can be structured to have minimal or no upfront costs, spreading those
expenses into the monthly payments.

With leasing, you are essentially paying for the depreciation of the vehicle over the lease
term. At the end of the lease, you have the option to purchase the car, return it, or lease a
new one. Understanding mileage limits, wear-and-tear policies, and end-of-lease buyout
options is crucial before signing a lease agreement.

Credit Union Loans

Credit unions are member-owned financial cooperatives that often offer more competitive
interest rates and flexible loan terms than traditional banks. Many credit unions provide
auto loans with low or no down payment requirements, especially for members with a solid
credit history. Joining a credit union can be a beneficial step towards securing favorable
financing for your vehicle purchase.

The application process at credit unions can sometimes be more personalized, and they
may be more willing to work with members to find a financing solution that fits their
budget. Building a relationship with a credit union can lead to better loan terms over time.

Business Ventures: Launching Your Enterprise
with Limited Capital

Starting or expanding a business often requires capital, but various strategies can help
minimize the need for upfront investment.

Bootstrapping and Self-Funding

Bootstrapping involves using your personal savings, credit cards, or revenue generated
from early sales to fund business growth. This is the purest form of "no money down"
financing, as it relies entirely on your own resources or the business's organic growth. It
requires meticulous financial management, lean operations, and a strong focus on
profitability from the outset.

The advantage of bootstrapping is that you retain full control of your business and avoid



accumulating debt or giving up equity. However, it can limit the pace of growth and may
require significant personal sacrifice. Prioritizing essential expenses and reinvesting profits
are key to this strategy.

SBA Loans and Government Grants

The Small Business Administration (SBA) offers loan guarantee programs that can make it
easier for small businesses to secure financing, often with lower down payment
requirements than conventional loans. The SBA doesn't directly lend money; instead, it
guarantees a portion of loans made by participating lenders, reducing the lender's risk.

Additionally, various government agencies and private organizations offer grants for
specific types of businesses or industries. While grants are essentially free money and don't
require repayment, they are often highly competitive and have strict eligibility criteria and
reporting requirements. Researching available grants for your specific business niche is
essential.

Angel Investors and Venture Capital

For businesses with high growth potential, angel investors and venture capital firms can
provide substantial funding in exchange for equity in the company. While this means giving
up a portion of ownership, it allows for significant expansion without the need for personal
capital or traditional debt financing. This is a common route for startups in technology and
other innovative sectors.

Securing investment from angels or VCs requires a compelling business plan, a strong
management team, and a clear vision for scalability and profitability. These investors are
looking for a significant return on their investment, so your business model must
demonstrate that potential.

Creative Strategies and Considerations

Beyond specific asset classes, several creative approaches can facilitate purchases with
minimal upfront cash.

Negotiating Payment Terms

Regardless of what you're buying, mastering negotiation is paramount. Sellers may be
willing to spread payments over a longer period or accept installment plans to close a deal.
This requires clearly communicating your financial situation and proposing a structured
payment schedule that is mutually beneficial.



Understanding the seller's motivation can also be a powerful negotiation tool. If they are
eager to sell, they might be more amenable to flexible payment terms that get them their
desired outcome without requiring immediate lump-sum cash.

Bartering and Trading

In certain situations, you might be able to exchange goods or services for an asset instead
of using cash. This form of direct exchange, or bartering, can be effective for acquiring
assets when traditional financing is not an option. For example, a skilled tradesperson
might offer their services in exchange for a vehicle or a piece of equipment.

The value of the goods or services exchanged must be agreed upon by both parties. This
method is more common in smaller transactions or within specific industries but can be a
viable solution for overcoming immediate cash flow limitations.

Leveraging Existing Assets

Sometimes, "no money down" means using an existing asset as collateral to secure
financing for a new purchase. This could involve using your home equity to fund a down
payment on another property or a business venture, or using an existing vehicle to secure a
loan for a new one. This approach still involves taking on debt, but it allows you to acquire
new assets without depleting your cash reserves.

However, it's crucial to understand the risks associated with leveraging assets. If you
default on the loan, you could lose the asset used as collateral. Careful financial planning
and a thorough understanding of your repayment capacity are essential.

Key Takeaways for Success

Successfully buying with no money down requires a combination of thorough research,
strategic planning, and effective negotiation. Understanding your creditworthiness,
exploring all available financing options, and being willing to think outside the box are
crucial. Always ensure that any agreement is legally sound and that you fully comprehend
the terms and conditions before committing.

While the allure of acquiring assets without immediate cash outlay is strong, it's vital to
approach these strategies with diligence and a realistic understanding of the financial
commitments involved. By arming yourself with knowledge and employing smart tactics,
you can significantly expand your purchasing power and achieve your acquisition goals.

FAQ Section



Q: Can I really buy a house with absolutely no money
down?
A: Yes, it is possible to buy a house with no money down through various methods such as
FHA loans (which can require as little as 3.5% down, but some programs or specific
situations can reduce this further), VA loans for eligible veterans (often offering 0% down),
USDA loans for rural properties (also offering 0% down), or through creative strategies like
seller financing where the seller agrees to finance the entire purchase, or through lease-to-
own agreements where rent credits build towards a down payment over time.

Q: What are the risks associated with buying with no
money down?
A: The primary risks of buying with no money down include higher interest rates, increased
monthly payments, greater exposure to market fluctuations (if property values decrease,
you could owe more than the property is worth), and a higher likelihood of foreclosure if
you struggle to make payments. Additionally, some no-money-down options might have
stricter qualification criteria or require additional fees.

Q: How can I improve my chances of getting approved
for a no money down loan?
A: To improve your chances of approval for a no money down loan, focus on building and
maintaining a strong credit score, reducing your debt-to-income ratio, securing stable
employment with a verifiable income, and preparing a detailed financial history. For
government-backed loans, meeting their specific eligibility criteria is paramount.

Q: Is seller financing a good option for buying a house
with no money down?
A: Seller financing can be an excellent option for buying a house with no money down if you
find a willing seller and can negotiate favorable terms. It offers flexibility that traditional
lenders may not provide. However, it's crucial to have a solid understanding of the loan
terms, interest rate, and repayment schedule, and to have a legal contract drafted by an
attorney to protect both parties.

Q: What is the difference between a lease-to-own and a
rent-to-own agreement?
A: While often used interchangeably, lease-to-own and rent-to-own agreements can have
subtle differences. Generally, a lease-to-own involves a lease with an option to buy, where
you're not obligated to purchase. A rent-to-own can sometimes imply a stronger
commitment to purchase. In both cases, a portion of your rent is typically credited towards
the purchase price, and a specific price is usually set in advance.



Q: Are there any zero-down options for purchasing a
car?
A: Yes, there are often zero-down options for purchasing a car. Dealerships frequently offer
"0% down" deals, and lenders, including credit unions and online lenders, may approve
auto loans with no down payment, especially for borrowers with good credit. Leasing is also
a common way to drive a new car with minimal upfront costs, sometimes close to zero
depending on the specific lease deal.

Q: How does bootstrapping help in starting a business
with no money down?
A: Bootstrapping is a strategy where entrepreneurs use their personal savings, revenue
generated from initial sales, and lean operational practices to fund their business. This
means avoiding external debt or investment, effectively starting and growing the business
with "no money down" from outside sources. It requires careful financial management and
reinvestment of profits.

Q: What are the best government programs for no
money down real estate purchases?
A: The most prominent government programs for no money down real estate purchases are
FHA loans (Federal Housing Administration), VA loans (Department of Veterans Affairs) for
eligible veterans, and USDA loans (United States Department of Agriculture) for eligible
rural homebuyers. Each has specific eligibility requirements and benefits.
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benefits, including an already established product or service, well trained staff who know the
business and enough success to have kept the company afloat for a period of time. Not having any
money to purchase the business will not necessarily keep you from buying it. Banks have been
tightening their commercial lending standards in the last few years, but you can still find the funding
necessary to purchase a business without using your own money. If you were born with that
“entrepreneurial spark” in your eye, then no economist or banker is going to keep you from starting
a business. While many analysts may say that it’s not a good time to become a business owner,
others have found that buying a business with no money is suddenly a possibility.
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  how to buy with no money down: How to Buy a House with No (or Little) Money Down
Martin M. Shenkman, Boroson, 2002-02-28 The Ultimate guide to finding and financing a home
Almost everyone aspires to owning a home, but the reality of coming up with a large enough down
payment often stands in the way of making that dream come true. No longer! How to Buy a House
with No (or Little) Money Down has helped tens of thousands become homeowners, and now it's
your turn! Financing your dream home can be possible even if you never thought you could. This
completely updated and expanded Third Edition shows you how. Even if you are relatively cash-poor
or have a less-than-perfect credit rating, real estate and financial experts Martin M. Shenkman, CPA,
MBA, JD, and Warren Boroson can help you obtain a mortgage and find the house you've always
wanted--with expert guidance through all the confusing legal and tax issues involved. Featuring new
sections on choosing an agent, using the Internet to search for an agent and a house, and how to win
the bidding war, this clear, nontechnical guide tells you how to: * Make seller financing the ticket to
your dream home * Take advantage of equity sharing, equity kicker mortgages, and other esoteric
techniques * Use lease options to build equity while renting * Apply for and obtain fha, va, family,
and other loans you may qualify for * Inspect a house from top to bottom, inside and out * Bargain
with a seller and save a bundle * And much, much more You can obtain a down payment and get the
most house for your buck--simply read How to Buy a House with No (or Little) Money Down and
start making your dream a reality!
  how to buy with no money down: MOBILE HOME PROFIT$ (NO MONEY DOWN) Calvin Ahia,
2023-02-11 This eBook will provide an in-depth guide to wholesaling mobile homes, with a
step-by-step process to get you started and on the path to success. It will include detailed case
studies to help you understand the real-life scenarios of successful wholesalers. In addition, bonus
material such as a 5 week challenge program and mobile home park seller questionnaire will be
included to help you make the most of your wholesaling experience. With clear instructions, detailed
case studies, and bonus materials, this eBook is the ultimate guide to succeed in wholesaling mobile
homes.
  how to buy with no money down: Real Estate Freedom: Build Your Wealth and Life Through
No-Money-Down Property Investments Will Succeed, 2024-09-25 Are you ready to unlock the door to
financial independence through real estate—without breaking the bank? Real Estate Freedom offers
a step-by-step guide to building wealth and financial security by leveraging creative financing
strategies that allow you to invest in real estate with little to no upfront capital. In this
comprehensive guide, you’ll discover how to master no-money-down investing techniques like seller
financing, lease options, partnerships, and subject-to deals, allowing you to build a lucrative real
estate portfolio, even if you’re just starting out. Whether you’re an aspiring investor, a seasoned real
estate professional, or someone simply looking for a new path to financial freedom, this book has
everything you need to succeed. What You’ll Discover in This Book: Proven strategies to invest in
real estate without using your own money, from seller financing to partnerships and lease options.
How to find and negotiate no-money-down deals that work for both buyers and sellers, creating
win-win scenarios. Step-by-step frameworks for structuring creative financing deals and avoiding
common pitfalls in the process. Techniques for using other people’s money (OPM) to grow your
portfolio, scaling up from one property to multiple income-generating assets. In-depth guidance on
how to manage properties, optimize cash flow, and achieve long-term financial success through
strategic property management. Real-life case studies of investors who have successfully built
wealth through no-money-down real estate investments. How to overcome fear, doubt, and market
downturns to build resilience and confidence as a real estate investor. Why You Should Buy This
Book: It’s beginner-friendly: Even if you have no prior experience in real estate, the book breaks
down complex concepts into actionable, easy-to-follow steps. It offers creative solutions: Traditional
real estate investing requires significant capital, but this book teaches you how to invest using
creative financing strategies, opening doors to anyone with the right mindset. It’s full of real-world
examples: Learn from the experiences of successful investors who started with little capital and
scaled their portfolios using the techniques in this book. It’s packed with actionable advice: Every



chapter is designed to help you take immediate steps toward real estate success—no fluff, just
proven strategies. It’s about more than just real estate: This book empowers you to take control of
your financial future, teaching you how to build wealth, achieve financial independence, and create a
life of freedom through real estate. Whether you're looking to build a real estate empire or secure a
single income-generating property, Real Estate Freedom will give you the tools, mindset, and
confidence to make your real estate dreams a reality—without relying on your own money!
  how to buy with no money down: Flipping Houses With No Money Down: How To Flip
Homes For Beginners, Attract Real Estate Investors, and Finance Projects Using
Investment Capital 3 Hour Crash Course Edward Day, 2020-07-06 Free yourself from all
financial worry with zero initial capital… Are you ready to start investing in your future and your
retirement, but fear that you don't have enough money to get started? Have you heard of the various
investment opportunities out there but just aren't sure which one to pursue, or even where to begin?
Planning for your financial future doesn't have to be some big scary process that too quickly
becomes over-complicated and leaves you feeling stressed. Indeed, it can, and should, be the exact
opposite. Are you ready to break free from that boring 9 to 5 lifestyle and truly invest your energy
into something that could make you millions? Actually, did you know that 90% of millionaires
become so as a result of real estate? It's the #1 most guaranteed market there is for continual
growth on return, and now more than ever before the market is primed and ripe for the pickings.
Within your first year of buying and flipping homes, you could earn yourself more money than you
have in any year prior. And the best part is, you can do it all with no upfront cash in hand. In
Flipping Houses With No Money Down, you'll discover: The 5-phase process of flipping any home
The top 7 ways to save money without any extra effort on the turnaround How the 70% rule will save
you both time and money 8 of the biggest mistakes all early investors make, and how you can avoid
them Why focusing on developing your own individual character could save you thousands of dollars
Scientifically proven methods and strategies for generating profit, even if you don't have any
previous experience in house flipping A play-by-play guide from making your first purchase to
establishing your first sale … and so much more. Real estate investments aren't just for the big-shot
billionaires and lucky inheritance trust fund children. Buying and flipping homes in this market is
not a complex ordeal that only the most astute of brokers can manage to figure out. No, flipping
houses is something anyone can become good at, and with the right tools and techniques, that
somebody could be you. With absolutely no money down, you can turn your first investment property
into profit, use that profit to generate even more profit, and then continue on this road towards
financial freedom. Stop waiting around--every minute lost is another investment opportunity out the
window. It's time to make money! Are you ready to launch yourself into a whole new financial reality
of abundance and true freedom? Then scroll up and click the Add to Cart button right now.
  how to buy with no money down: How to build your First Passive Income with No Money
Down , How to build your First Passive Income with No Money Down is based on Real Life Personal
Experience on build your First Passive Income. This book offer a straight-to-the-point
comprehensive, straight to the point approach, with proven result to get you started. Anyone can
start to build their first income online. Suitable for any age. This is a great start for someone who
has no money to begin with.
  how to buy with no money down: Real Estate Appraisal Death of an Industry Hamp Thomas,
2012-03-27 Like no event in history, the real estate appraisal industry has been slandered, steered,
and stomped into submission. Charged and convicted of a crime they did not commit. Big banking is
leading a new revolution, taking real estate appraisers out of the mortgage lending process. Enter
computerized home valuation services, being promoted as the technology-based saviors to the home
buying public. The greatest sales job ever, sold to a real estate weary public who just wants to know
they are paying a fair price. Discover the misinformation that is killing an entire industry that
consumers need now more than ever before. Caveat Emptor!
  how to buy with no money down: How to Date a Stripper...With No Money Down! D.P. Sala,
2012-07-09 Have you ever wondered how some guys get strippers to go home with them? You have



probably noticed that the guys were not much to look at either. You probably think they must have
spent a lot of money at the club or used drugs to lure the dancers in. Youre probably correct! In this
book, Ill teach you how to get with scorching-hot strippers without spending lots of money or using
drugs to attract them. You will learn many concepts about the strip club environment and many
ways to target the perfect stripper to accomplish your goal of getting a stripper to go home with you.
Once youre able to understand how the stripper mentality works and you use some of my proven
techniques, youll be well on your way to having more pleasurable experiences with beautiful exotic
dancers! Im sure a few of my exes and many strip club owners are going to be pissed off when they
read this book. Check out www.stripper-book.com for updates and seminars that I host in your area.
Your wingman, D.P. Sala
  how to buy with no money down: How To Start Your Own Business with NO MONEY
DOWN via 'The internet' Miles Dixon,
  how to buy with no money down: Home Buying For Dummies Eric Tyson, Ray Brown,
2009-04-01 Now updated — America's #1 bestselling home-buying book! Want to buy a house, but
concerned about the market? Have no fear — this trusted guide arms you with Eric Tyson and Ray
Brown's time-tested advice and updated strategies for buying a home in current market conditions.
You'll discover how to find the right property, make smart financial decisions, and understand the
latest lending requirements and tax implications. New to this edition — new and expanded coverage
to help homebuyers take advantage of low home prices, understand the subprime mortgage crisis,
obtain a mortgage, and improve credit scores To buy or not to buy? — weigh the advantages of
owning versus renting, get your finances in order, and know how much house you can safely afford
Handle financing — understand your credit rating, navigate the different types of mortgages, and
complete all paperwork Play the real estate game — find the right location and property, assemble
an all-star real estate team, and make the most of the Internet's real estate resources Let's make a
deal — negotiate with finesse, make successful offers, inspect and protect your new home, and cover
all your bases in escrow Invaluable information, especially for the first-time home buyer. —Fort
Worth Star-Telegram A reference you'll turn to time after time. —St. Petersburg Times Open the
book and find: Reasons why home prices rise and fall Hands-on instruction for buying a home in up
or down markets How to pay the price you want The best mortgage options A sample home-buying
contract Pros and cons of comparable market analysis Tips for overcoming mortgage and appraisal
problems How to cope with buyer's remorse The best real estate Web sites
  how to buy with no money down: How to Make Millions in Real Estate in Three Years
Startingwith No Cash Tyler Hicks, 2005-07-26 A fully revised BusinessWeek bestseller that will
help even beginning investors cash in on the 21st-century real estate boom.
  how to buy with no money down: How to Buy Foreclosed Real Estate Theodore J Dallow,
Don Ayer, 2008-03-01 As foreclosures increase, so do the odds of finding the home of your dreams!
You can ride out the storm in the housing market and find great real estate at amazing values.
Whether you’re looking for a new home or an investment property, this step-by-step guide will show
you how to find, buy, and finance foreclosed property. This new edition includes information on: -The
current state of the housing market and the opportunities it offers -How to find foreclosed property
on the internet -Short selling and other techniques for buying foreclosed real estate. You’ll also learn
how to: -Research properties -Get the best financing -Manage investment properties -Limit repair
and remodeling costs Real estate experts Don Ayer and Dick Pas have revised Theodore J. Dallow’s
classic text and added invaluable new material in the process, making this the only guide you’ll ever
need to buying foreclosed property.
  how to buy with no money down: Someday Smith E. Wood, 2011-09 Perhaps William Ramon
Daniel Chang was always destined to live a life full of heartache, hardships, and turmoil. His mother,
who herself was abandoned by her own mother, treated little Willie and his father, Ramon, badly.
She was more in love with alcohol and fornicating with random men than spending time with her
family.
  how to buy with no money down: Television Inquiry United States. Congress. Senate.



Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 1956
  how to buy with no money down: Adventure , 1917
  how to buy with no money down: Samedi's Knapsack Gaylord Dold, 2014-06-11 The
hypnotic and gritty ninth Mitch Roberts Crime Novel. Roberts lay in the dark, his mind running
clocklike in nearly perfect and meaningless circles. On the floor beside his single bed was a leather
suitcase bound by three leather straps, secured with a beautiful brass lock. He had packed the night
before, five pairs of jeans, some hiking and fishing shorts, a pair of moccasins, one suit and a single
dress shirt, assorted socks and underwear, two ties, now slightly soiled, his shaving kit and utilities,
several paper novels, including most of Beckett in Pan editions, a Glock 9mm pistol stripped into six
sections, each section well oiled and wrapped in heavy newspaper, each wrapped part then twined
inside black plastic. He had broken down his rod and reel and had stored them in an olive-green
carrying case, all of it ready for the long flight to Miami. After a long stay abroad and a love affair
that fell apart, Mitch Roberts is headed home. Back to his ranch, his horses and maybe, to being a
private eye again. But if Roberts is looking forward to an uneventful life, he has farther to go than a
return to southern Colorado. His problems start when a beautiful flight attendant suggests he meet
her for a drink at her favorite bar in a stopover in Miami. The bar’s parking lot, however, comes
equipped with two thugs who knock Mitch out, take his passport, credit cards, and every cent in his
pocket, and drive off in his rental car. Desperate, Mitch calls the only person he knows in Miami, a
former college acquaintance named Bobby Hilliard, a rather sleazy character who has made a lot of
money in questionable ways, and is now an art dealer. When Mitch finds the seductive flight
attendant at the man’s mansion, he is quick to realize he has been set up. But an offer of a sorely
needed big fee tempts him, and he accepts a job offer from Hilliard. Hilliard’s agent, sent to Haiti
with money to buy a large number of Haitian paintings has disappeared. Mitch’s job is to find the
agent and buy paintings to replace those that were lost. But Haiti is dismaying. Police officials
openly scoff at Mitch. He is sickened by the tropical heat and by the atmosphere of poverty, fear and
paranoia. When Mitch finds that the agent has been murdered he does what he must, aided only by a
Haitian guide, poor but educated, and a loyal man with whom Mitch travels the country.
  how to buy with no money down: Popular Mechanics , 1913-11 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
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