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Mastering Your Money: A Comprehensive Guide on How to Plan Personal Finance

how to plan personal finance is a critical skill that empowers individuals to achieve financial security, reach
their long-term goals, and navigate life's uncertainties with confidence. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the essential steps of creating a robust personal financial plan, covering everything from understanding your
current financial standing to setting achievable goals, budgeting effectively, managing debt wisely, and
planning for a secure future. By mastering these principles, you can transform your relationship with money and
build a solid foundation for lasting prosperity. We will explore the nuances of income assessment, expense
tracking, investment strategies, and the importance of regular review and adjustment.

Understanding Your Current Financial Picture
Setting Clear and Achievable Financial Goals
Creating a Realistic Personal Budget
Strategies for Effective Debt Management
Building an Emergency Fund
Investing for Long-Term Wealth Creation
Planning for Retirement and Future Security
The Importance of Reviewing and Adjusting Your Financial Plan

Understanding Your Current Financial Picture

The cornerstone of any effective personal finance plan is a clear and honest assessment of your current
financial situation. This involves understanding where your money comes from and where it goes. Without this
foundational knowledge, any subsequent planning efforts will be built on shaky ground.

Calculating Your Net Worth

Net worth is a crucial metric that provides a snapshot of your financial health. It is calculated by
subtracting your total liabilities (what you owe) from your total assets (what you own). Regularly
tracking your net worth allows you to see your progress over time and identify areas where you might be
over-leveraged or under-resourced.

Assets include things like cash in bank accounts, savings, investments (stocks, bonds, mutual funds), retirement
accounts, real estate, vehicles, and other valuable possessions. Liabilities encompass outstanding loans
(mortgages, car loans, student loans), credit card balances, and any other debts you have incurred.

Tracking Your Income and Expenses

To truly understand your cash flow, you need to meticulously track both your income and your expenses.
This process reveals your spending habits and identifies potential areas where you can cut back to free up more
money for savings or debt repayment. Many tools and apps are available to simplify this process.

Income sources can be varied, including your primary salary, freelance work, rental income, or investment
dividends. Expenses, on the other hand, can be categorized into fixed costs (rent/mortgage, loan payments,
insurance premiums) and variable costs (groceries, utilities, entertainment, dining out). Understanding the
distinction between these is vital for effective budgeting.



Setting Clear and Achievable Financial Goals

Once you have a solid grasp of your current financial standing, the next critical step is to define what you
want to achieve with your money. Financial goals provide direction and motivation, transforming abstract
desires into concrete objectives. These goals should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-
bound (SMART).

Short-Term Goals

Short-term financial goals are typically those you aim to achieve within a year or two. Examples include
saving for a down payment on a car, paying off a small credit card debt, or building up an initial emergency fund.
These goals provide immediate wins and build momentum for larger objectives.

Breaking down larger goals into smaller, manageable steps makes them feel less daunting and increases the
likelihood of success. For instance, if your short-term goal is to save $1,000 for a vacation, you can set a
monthly savings target of around $83.

Medium-Term Goals

Medium-term financial goals usually span a timeframe of two to five years. These might include saving for a
down payment on a house, funding a child's education, or making significant progress on paying down student
loans. These goals require more sustained effort and strategic planning.

Achieving medium-term goals often involves consistent saving and investing. It's important to factor in
potential inflation and the time value of money when setting targets for these longer horizons.

Long-Term Goals

Long-term financial goals are those you aim to achieve over five years, often decades away. The most common
long-term goal is retirement, but it can also include financial independence, leaving a legacy, or funding
extensive travel plans. These goals require disciplined saving and smart investment strategies.

Planning for long-term goals, especially retirement, necessitates understanding concepts like compound interest
and the impact of time. The earlier you start, the more your money can grow through the power of compounding.

Creating a Realistic Personal Budget

A budget is your roadmap for managing your money effectively. It's not about restriction; it's about
intentionality. A well-crafted budget ensures that your spending aligns with your financial goals and
priorities, helping you avoid overspending and build wealth.

Choosing a Budgeting Method

There are various budgeting methods, and the best one for you will depend on your personality and financial
situation. Popular options include the zero-based budget, the 50/30/20 rule, and the envelope system.
Experimenting with different approaches can help you find what works best.

The zero-based budget assigns every dollar of income to a specific purpose (spending, saving, debt repayment).
The 50/30/20 rule suggests allocating 50% of your income to needs, 30% to wants, and 20% to savings
and debt repayment. The envelope system involves physically dividing cash into envelopes for different spending
categories.



Allocating Funds and Tracking Spending

Once you've chosen a method, allocate specific amounts to each spending category based on your income and
goals. The key to a successful budget is consistent tracking of your expenditures. This allows you to see if
you are staying within your allocated limits and to make adjustments as needed.

Regularly reviewing your budget—weekly or bi-weekly—is crucial. This helps you catch overspending early
and make necessary course corrections before it derails your financial plan. Don't be discouraged if you go over
budget in a category; simply adjust your spending in other areas to compensate.

Strategies for Effective Debt Management

High-interest debt can be a significant impediment to achieving your financial goals. Developing a strategy to
manage and eliminate debt is a crucial part of personal finance planning. Prioritizing debt repayment frees up your
income and reduces the amount of money you spend on interest.

Understanding Different Types of Debt

It's important to understand the nature of the debt you have. Secured debts, like mortgages and car loans, are
backed by collateral, while unsecured debts, such as credit card balances and personal loans, are not. High-
interest debt, particularly credit card debt, should generally be a top priority for repayment.

Interest rates vary significantly among different types of debt. Understanding the Annual Percentage Rate
(APR) for each of your debts is essential for prioritizing repayment strategies.

Debt Payoff Strategies

Two popular debt payoff strategies are the debt snowball and the debt avalanche methods. The debt snowball
method involves paying off your smallest debts first, regardless of interest rate, to gain psychological wins.
The debt avalanche method prioritizes paying off the debt with the highest interest rate first, which saves you
more money on interest over time.

Consider consolidating your debt or negotiating lower interest rates with your creditors if possible. Balance
transfers to a 0% APR card can also provide a temporary reprieve, but be mindful of transfer fees and the
interest rate after the promotional period ends.

Building an Emergency Fund

An emergency fund is a savings account specifically set aside to cover unexpected expenses, such as job loss,
medical emergencies, or significant home repairs. Having a robust emergency fund prevents you from having to go
into debt when life throws a curveball.

Determining the Right Amount

Financial experts generally recommend having an emergency fund that can cover three to six months of essential
living expenses. The exact amount will depend on your personal circumstances, including job stability,
household income, and health. Individuals with variable income or a higher risk of job loss might aim for a larger
cushion.

Calculate your average monthly essential expenses (rent/mortgage, utilities, food, transportation, insurance
premiums) to determine your target emergency fund amount. Remember that this fund should be easily accessible,



typically in a high-yield savings account, separate from your everyday checking account.

Funding and Maintaining Your Emergency Fund

The best way to build an emergency fund is through consistent contributions from your income. Automate
transfers from your checking account to your savings account each payday. Treat this contribution as a
non-negotiable expense in your budget.

Replenish your emergency fund as soon as possible after using it. Do not dip into this fund for non-emergencies;
its purpose is to provide a safety net during genuine crises.

Investing for Long-Term Wealth Creation

Once you have established a stable financial foundation with an emergency fund and are managing your debt
effectively, investing becomes a powerful tool for growing your wealth over the long term. Investing allows
your money to work for you, generating returns that outpace inflation.

Understanding Investment Options

There are numerous investment vehicles available, each with its own risk and return profile. Common options
include stocks (ownership in companies), bonds (loans to governments or corporations), mutual funds
(diversified portfolios of stocks and bonds), and real estate. Understanding the basics of each is important.

Stocks generally offer higher potential returns but also come with higher risk. Bonds are typically considered
less risky but offer lower returns. Mutual funds and Exchange-Traded Funds (ETFs) provide diversification by
pooling money from multiple investors.

Developing an Investment Strategy

Your investment strategy should align with your financial goals, risk tolerance, and time horizon. A common
approach is dollar-cost averaging, where you invest a fixed amount of money at regular intervals, regardless
of market fluctuations. This strategy can help reduce the impact of market volatility.

Diversification is key to managing investment risk. Don't put all your eggs in one basket; spread your
investments across different asset classes and industries. Consider seeking advice from a qualified financial
advisor to help you create a personalized investment plan.

Planning for Retirement and Future Security

Retirement planning is one of the most critical long-term financial goals. It involves systematically saving and
investing throughout your working life to ensure you have sufficient financial resources to live comfortably
after you stop working.

Retirement Savings Accounts

Take advantage of tax-advantaged retirement savings accounts such as 401(k)s, 403(b)s, IRAs (Individual
Retirement Arrangements), and Roth IRAs. These accounts offer tax benefits that can significantly boost your
retirement nest egg over time. Many employers offer matching contributions to 401(k) plans, which is
essentially free money.



Understand the contribution limits and withdrawal rules for each type of account. The tax implications of
traditional versus Roth accounts are a significant consideration, with traditional accounts offering tax
deductions now, while Roth accounts offer tax-free withdrawals in retirement.

Estimating Retirement Needs

To effectively plan for retirement, you need to estimate how much money you will need. Consider your desired
lifestyle in retirement, potential healthcare costs, and inflation. It's often recommended to aim for replacing
70-80% of your pre-retirement income, but this figure can vary widely.

Use online retirement calculators or consult a financial planner to get a more personalized estimate. Factor in
potential income sources in retirement, such as Social Security benefits and any pensions.

The Importance of Reviewing and Adjusting Your Financial Plan

Personal finance planning is not a one-time event; it's an ongoing process. Life circumstances change, market
conditions fluctuate, and your goals may evolve. Regularly reviewing and adjusting your financial plan
ensures it remains relevant and effective.

Regular Financial Check-ups

Schedule periodic financial check-ups, ideally at least once a year. During these reviews, reassess your income,
expenses, net worth, and progress toward your goals. Identify any changes in your life that might impact your
financial plan, such as a new job, marriage, children, or a change in health.

This review process is also an opportunity to re-evaluate your investment performance and make necessary
adjustments to your portfolio to stay aligned with your risk tolerance and objectives.

Adapting to Life Changes

Life is dynamic, and your financial plan needs to be flexible enough to adapt. Whether it's preparing for a new
addition to the family, planning for a child's college education, or navigating unexpected job loss, your
financial plan should be a living document that can be modified to meet new challenges and opportunities.

Don't be afraid to make significant adjustments if needed. A proactive approach to adapting your financial plan
will help you stay on track and continue making progress toward your long-term financial well-being.

FAQ

Q: What is the very first step to take when learning how to plan personal
finance?
A: The very first step is to get a clear and honest understanding of your current financial situation. This
involves calculating your net worth and meticulously tracking your income and expenses to see where your
money is going.



Q: How often should I update my personal finance plan?
A: It is recommended to conduct a thorough review of your personal finance plan at least once a year.
However, you should also make adjustments whenever significant life events occur, such as a change in income,
marital status, or the birth of a child.

Q: Is it better to pay off debt or invest when learning how to plan personal
finance?
A: This depends on the interest rate of your debt. Generally, if your debt has a high interest rate (e.g., credit
cards), it's often more beneficial to pay it off aggressively before investing significantly. For low-interest
debt, balancing debt repayment with investing might be a more suitable strategy.

Q: What are the main components of a personal finance budget?
A: A personal finance budget typically includes categories for income, essential expenses (housing, utilities,
food), discretionary spending (entertainment, dining out), savings, and debt repayment. The goal is to allocate
every dollar of income.

Q: How much money should I have in my emergency fund?
A: A widely recommended guideline is to have an emergency fund that covers three to six months of essential
living expenses. This amount can vary based on your job stability, income sources, and dependents.

Q: What is the difference between a Roth IRA and a Traditional IRA?
A: With a Traditional IRA, contributions may be tax-deductible in the present, and withdrawals in retirement
are taxed. With a Roth IRA, contributions are made with after-tax dollars, and qualified withdrawals in
retirement are tax-free.

Q: How can I start investing if I have very little money?
A: You can start investing with small amounts through fractional shares, low-cost index funds or ETFs, and
robo-advisors that allow for small initial investments and automated contributions. Many brokerage
accounts have no minimum balance requirements.

Q: What are the most common mistakes people make when planning personal
finance?
A: Common mistakes include not having a budget, not tracking expenses, failing to save for retirement early,
accumulating high-interest debt, and not having an emergency fund. Procrastination is also a significant hurdle.
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  how to plan personal finance: Personal Financial Planner for Use with Personal Finance Jack
R. Kapoor, 1994
  how to plan personal finance: Essentials of Personal Financial Planning Susan M. Tillery,
Thomas N. Tillery, 2018-09-21 ESSENTIALS OF PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING Essentials of
Personal Financial Planning was written to challenge the status quo by promoting personal financial
planning (PFP) as a profession, not as a sales tool to gather assets under management or facilitate
sales of insurance products. The book takes a comprehensive and integrated approach to PFP for
accounting students, allowing them to view the profession through the lens of a CPA – with integrity
and objectivity. This book systematically introduces the essentials of all the major PFP topics (estate,
retirement, investments, insurance, and tax), as well as: The PFP process, concepts and regulatory
environment. Professional responsibilities of a CPA personal financial planner and the requirements
of the Statement on Standards in PFP Services. Time value of money concepts. The book then builds
on these foundational concepts, showing their interconnectivity and professional opportunities, to
provide a deeper understanding of PFP and its application. After reading this book, students will be
able to apply the knowledge and skills gained from this course to have an immediate and long-term
positive impact for themselves and for the clients they serve.
  how to plan personal finance: Personal Financial Planning Debbie Harrison, 2005 Debbie
Harrison presents the theory and practice for personal financial planning.
  how to plan personal finance: Personal Finance for Beginners: Financial Planning for
Retirement and the Future Martín Arellano,
  how to plan personal finance: Ernst & Young's Personal Financial Planning Guide Ernst &
Young LLP, Martin Nissenbaum, Barbara J. Raasch, Charles L. Ratner, 2004-10-06 If you want to
take control of your financial future and unlock thedoors to financial success, you must have a plan
that will allowyou to find good investments, reduce taxes, beat inflation, andproperly manage money.
Whether you're new to financial planning or a seasoned veteran,this updated edition of Ernst &
Young's Personal FinancialPlanning Guide provides valuable information and techniques you canuse
to create and implement a consistent personalized financialplan. It also takes into consideration the
new tax rules thataffect home ownership, saving for college, estate planning, andmany other aspects
of your financial life. Filled with in-depth insight and financial planning advice, thisunique guide can
help you: * Set goals * Build wealth * Manage your finances * Protect your assets * Plan your estate
and investments It will also show you how to maintain a financial plan inconjunction with life events
such as: * Getting married * Raising a family * Starting your own business * Aging parents *
Planning for retirement Financial planning is a never-ending process, and with Ernst &Young's
Personal Financial Planning Guide, you'll learn how totailor a plan to help you improve all aspects of
your financiallife.
  how to plan personal finance: Personal Finance Bernard J. Winger, Ralph R. Frasca, 1999 For
courses in Personal Finance. Designed to help students plan for a successful financial future, this
comprehensive, user-friendly treatment of financial planning guides students through the
complexities of today's financial world the authors use an applied approach to personal finance by
walking through a decision making approach.
  how to plan personal finance: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Personal Finance in Your
20s and 30s Sarah Young Fisher, Susan Shelly, 2002 Provides information on credit histories,
budgeting, borrowing, banking, investing, and avoiding common financial mistakes.
  how to plan personal finance: Financial Planning and Personal Finance E. Thomas Garman,
Raymond E. Forgue, Mariya Yesseleva-Pionka, James Murray, 2022-09-01 Financial Planning and
Personal Finance 1st Edition is the most comprehensive text on the market, covering both
professional Financial Planning and Personal Finance. Using a structured, step-by-step approach
and capturing the latest FASEA and FSLA requirements, students learn how to save and invest,
manage loans, file taxes, decrease credit card debt, and plan for their future and advise clients on
theirs. Australia/New Zealand terminology, legislation and methodologies along with real-life



scenarios covering a wide range of financial challenges enable students to appreciate the relevance
of key concepts, and useful advice from personal finance and financial planning experts helps them
apply those concepts. Maths-based examples illustrate the critical importance of achieving long-term
financial goals through investing. Instructor resources include solutions manual, PowerPoints, Test
Bank, My Personal Financial Planner MS Word worksheets and Excel calculators.
  how to plan personal finance: Introduction to Personal Finance John E. Grable, Lance Palmer,
2024-01-31 Every financial decision we make impacts our lives. Introduction to Personal Finance:
Beginning Your Financial Journey, 3rd Edition is designed to help students avoid early financial
mistakes and provide the tools needed to secure a strong foundation for the future. Using engaging
visuals and a modular approach, instructors can easily customize their course with topics that
matter most to their students. This course empowers students to define their personal values and
make smart financial decisions that help them achieve their goals.
  how to plan personal finance: How to Open & Operate a Financially Successful Personal
Financial Planning Business Peg Stomierowski, Kristie Lorette, 2011-09-30 Millions of Americans
every year have troubles with their finances. They turn to experts in droves, asking for help in filing
their taxes, consolidating their debt, or just planning how they will pay their bills and invest their
retirement funds. This book was written for anyone who has ever wanted to dip his or her foot into
financial planning but did not know where to start. You will learn the fundamental basics of financial
planning, starting with the very process that most planners use to organize their own finances. You
will learn how to organize financial statements and to create plans and how to properly manage
taxes to great effect. You will learn how to manage basic assets such as cash, savings, home equity,
and auto- mobiles. You will learn how to effectively manage credit and how to deal with insurance
including life insurance, health insurance, and property insurance. Whether you will be operating
out of your home or you are looking to buy or rent office space, this book can help you with a wealth
of startup information, from how to form and name your business to deciding if this will be a joint
venture or if you would rather work solo. You will learn how to build your business by using low- and
no-cost ways to satisfy customers, and also ways to increase sales, have customers refer others to
you, and thousands of excellent tips and useful guidelines. This complete manual will arm you with
everything you need, including sample business forms; contracts; worksheets and checklists for
planning, opening, and running day-to-day operations; lists; plans and layouts; and dozens of other
valuable, timesaving tools of the trade that no business owner should be without. For all prospective
financial planners, this guide will give you a complete walkthrough and timeline of what you need to
accomplish to be effective. The companion CD-ROM is included with the print version of this book;
however is not available for download with the electronic version. It may be obtained separately by
contacting Atlantic Publishing Group at sales@atlantic-pub.com Atlantic Publishing is a small,
independent publishing company based in Ocala, Florida. Founded over twenty years ago in the
company presidentâe(tm)s garage, Atlantic Publishing has grown to become a renowned resource
for non-fiction books. Today, over 450 titles are in print covering subjects such as small business,
healthy living, management, finance, careers, and real estate. Atlantic Publishing prides itself on
producing award winning, high-quality manuals that give readers up-to-date, pertinent information,
real-world examples, and case studies with expert advice. Every book has resources, contact
information, and web sites of the products or companies discussed.
  how to plan personal finance: Personal Finance and Investment Planning Chandra
Bhooshan Singh, 2023-12-20 In an age of financial complexity, Personal Finance and Investment
Planning: A Comprehensive Guide stands as your indispensable roadmap to achieving fiscal success
and security. This comprehensive volume empowers readers of all backgrounds with the knowledge
and strategies necessary to navigate the intricate world of personal finance and investment
planning. Through an engaging and accessible approach, this book takes you on a transformative
journey that begins with the basics and progresses to advanced financial concepts. Whether you are
a novice eager to start your financial journey, a seasoned investor seeking to refine your strategies,
or someone who desires to secure their financial future, this book is your guide.



  how to plan personal finance: Money and Legacy: How to Plan a Secure Financial and
Family Future Maria Eduarda KSB, 2025-02-27 This book is your ultimate guide to creating a
financial future filled with security, opportunity, and purpose. Whether you're starting from scratch
or looking to refine your wealth-building strategies, this comprehensive resource provides the tools
you need. Learn how to manage risk, plan for major life events, and teach your children about
money. Dive into the power of sustainable investing and philanthropy while ensuring your family’s
future is secure. Take the first step toward building a legacy that lasts—because your financial
freedom begins here.
  how to plan personal finance: Personal Finance Jane King, Mary Carey, 2017 This book
explains the fundamentals of financial planning, including budgeting and managing debt, before
engaging with major issues and life events where financial literacy is key. Pedagogical features
including learning objectives, terminology boxes, and examples fully support students in developing
their practical skills, whilst ponder points and questions encourage the application of these skills
when making informed financial decisions. Engaging case studies and extensive examples
throughout the text bring the subject to life.
  how to plan personal finance: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1994-08 The most trustworthy
source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  how to plan personal finance: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1985-09 The most trustworthy
source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  how to plan personal finance: The 250 Personal Finance Questions Everyone Should Ask
Peter Sander, 2005-08-29 Money management is more complicated than ever - you have to deal with
yo-yo'ing stock markets, rising health care and home prices, taxes, and employment. Everywhere
you look, there's more to worry about. Where do you start? The 250 Personal Finance Questions
Everyone Should Ask gives you the simple, straightforward answers you need to protect your
finances. Written in a quick, easy, accessible style, this comprehensive handbook book takes you
through twenty-five key financial categories, including: Daily Finances Building Wealth Retirement
Planning for Life Events Taxes The 250 Personal Finance Questions Everyone Should Ask is the
personal finance guide that will answer your immediate questions - and serve as a reference for
years to come.
  how to plan personal finance: How to Start a Personal Finance Business AS, 2024-08-01 How
to Start a XXXX Business About the Book Unlock the essential steps to launching and managing a
successful business with How to Start a XXXX Business. Part of the acclaimed How to Start a
Business series, this volume provides tailored insights and expert advice specific to the XXX
industry, helping you navigate the unique challenges and seize the opportunities within this field.
What You'll Learn Industry Insights: Understand the market, including key trends, consumer
demands, and competitive dynamics. Learn how to conduct market research, analyze data, and
identify emerging opportunities for growth that can set your business apart from the competition.
Startup Essentials: Develop a comprehensive business plan that outlines your vision, mission, and
strategic goals. Learn how to secure the necessary financing through loans, investors, or
crowdfunding, and discover best practices for effectively setting up your operation, including
choosing the right location, procuring equipment, and hiring a skilled team. Operational Strategies:
Master the day-to-day management of your business by implementing efficient processes and
systems. Learn techniques for inventory management, staff training, and customer service
excellence. Discover effective marketing strategies to attract and retain customers, including digital
marketing, social media engagement, and local advertising. Gain insights into financial
management, including budgeting, cost control, and pricing strategies to optimize profitability and
ensure long-term sustainability. Legal and Compliance: Navigate regulatory requirements and
ensure compliance with industry laws through the ideas presented. Why Choose How to Start a
XXXX Business? Whether you're wondering how to start a business in the industry or looking to



enhance your current operations, How to Start a XXX Business is your ultimate resource. This book
equips you with the knowledge and tools to overcome challenges and achieve long-term success,
making it an invaluable part of the How to Start a Business collection. Who Should Read This Book?
Aspiring Entrepreneurs: Individuals looking to start their own business. This book offers step-by-step
guidance from idea conception to the grand opening, providing the confidence and know-how to get
started. Current Business Owners: Entrepreneurs seeking to refine their strategies and expand their
presence in the sector. Gain new insights and innovative approaches to enhance your current
operations and drive growth. Industry Professionals: Professionals wanting to deepen their
understanding of trends and best practices in the business field. Stay ahead in your career by
mastering the latest industry developments and operational techniques. Side Income Seekers:
Individuals looking for the knowledge to make extra income through a business venture. Learn how
to efficiently manage a part-time business that complements your primary source of income and
leverages your skills and interests. Start Your Journey Today! Empower yourself with the insights
and strategies needed to build and sustain a thriving business. Whether driven by passion or
opportunity, How to Start a XXXX Business offers the roadmap to turning your entrepreneurial
dreams into reality. Download your copy now and take the first step towards becoming a successful
entrepreneur! Discover more titles in the How to Start a Business series: Explore our other volumes,
each focusing on different fields, to gain comprehensive knowledge and succeed in your chosen
industry.
  how to plan personal finance: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1955-09 The most trustworthy
source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  how to plan personal finance: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1988-01 The most trustworthy
source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  how to plan personal finance: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2004-03 The most trustworthy
source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.
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