how to save money flying spirit

How to Save Money Flying Spirit: The
Ultimate Guide

how to save money flying spirit is a common quest for budget-conscious travelers
looking to stretch their travel dollars further. Spirit Airlines, known for its ultra-low base
fares, offers a compelling option for those willing to navigate its unique pricing model.
However, maximizing savings requires understanding the intricacies of their fare structure,
baggage policies, and ancillary fees. This comprehensive guide will equip you with the
knowledge to unlock the cheapest possible fares when flying Spirit, covering everything
from booking strategies and baggage hacks to seat selection and navigating the airport. By
adhering to these principles, you can significantly reduce your overall travel expenses and
enjoy more adventures for less.
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Understanding Spirit's Fare Structure

Spirit Airlines operates on an "unbundled" fare model, meaning the advertised base fare is
just the starting point. Everything from a carry-on bag to a checked suitcase, a printed
boarding pass, and even a comfortable seat can incur additional charges. This "bare fare"
approach allows them to offer incredibly low initial prices, but it's crucial to be aware that
these are not all-inclusive. To truly save money flying Spirit, you must factor in these
potential add-on costs during your booking process.

The core principle of Spirit's pricing is to charge separately for every service that isn't
strictly necessary for transportation. This contrasts sharply with traditional airlines that
often bundle services like seat assignments and a carry-on bag into the ticket price.
Understanding this fundamental difference is the first step in avoiding unexpected
expenses and ensuring you achieve the lowest possible price for your journey.

The "Bare Fare" Explained



The "bare fare" is the absolute minimum price you'll see advertised for a Spirit flight. It
covers only your seat on the plane and a small personal item that must fit under the seat in
front of you. Think of it as the ticket to get you from point A to point B, with no frills
attached. Any other item you wish to bring aboard, or any preference you have for your
seating arrangement, will come at an extra cost.

This "bare fare" strategy is what allows Spirit to compete aggressively on price, attracting
travelers who prioritize getting to their destination over creature comforts. However,
without a clear understanding of what the bare fare doesn't include, you risk significantly
increasing your total cost.

Ancillary Fees: The Key to Understanding Spirit's Costs

Ancillary fees are the charges for all the extras that are not included in the bare fare. These
are the charges that can quickly inflate your ticket price if not managed strategically. They
include fees for checked bags, carry-on bags, seat selection, printing a boarding pass at the
airport, and even snacks and beverages on board. Familiarizing yourself with these fees is
paramount to saving money flying Spirit.

Spirit is very transparent about these fees, and they are clearly listed on their website
during the booking process. The trick is to anticipate which of these fees you will genuinely
need and to pay for them in advance, as fees are almost always higher if paid at the
airport.

Booking Your Spirit Flight for Maximum Savings

The timing and method of booking can have a significant impact on the final price of your
Spirit Airlines ticket. Strategic planning and smart choices during the reservation process
are key to unlocking the lowest possible fares and truly mastering how to save money flying
Spirit. Being proactive and informed will help you avoid common pitfalls and secure the
best deals.

One of the most effective strategies is to book well in advance, but not too far in advance,
as prices can fluctuate. Furthermore, leveraging Spirit's promotional offers and
understanding their dynamic pricing can lead to substantial savings. Always compare prices
across different dates and times if your travel schedule is flexible.

Book in Advance, But Not Too Far

While last-minute deals are rare with ultra-low-cost carriers like Spirit, booking your flight
several weeks or months in advance is generally recommended. Spirit's pricing tends to

increase as the departure date approaches, especially for popular routes and peak travel
times. However, booking too far out, say over a year in advance, might mean missing out



on potential sales or early bird specials that Spirit might release later.

The sweet spot for booking Spirit flights often falls between 30 and 60 days before your
travel date. This allows you time to monitor prices, take advantage of sales, and secure a
fare before demand significantly drives up costs. Flexibility with your travel dates can also
open up more opportunities for lower fares.

Be Flexible with Dates and Times

If your travel schedule allows for it, being flexible with your travel dates and times can lead
to significant savings. Flying mid-week (Tuesdays and Wednesdays are often the cheapest)
and avoiding major holidays or peak travel seasons can dramatically reduce the cost of
your ticket. Early morning or late-night flights are also frequently priced lower than midday
departures.

Use Spirit's website or flight comparison tools to explore different date combinations. Even
shifting your travel by a day or two can sometimes reveal a substantially cheaper fare. This
flexibility is one of the most powerful tools in your arsenal for saving money flying Spirit.

Take Advantage of Spirit's Promotions and Sales

Spirit Airlines frequently runs promotional sales and offers discounts. Keep an eye on their
website, sign up for their email newsletters, and follow them on social media to be alerted
to these deals. They often have limited-time offers that can provide deep discounts on base
fares.

Joining the Spirit Saver$ Club, a paid membership program, can also unlock additional
discounts on flights and bags. While there's an upfront cost, if you fly Spirit frequently, the
savings on tickets and baggage fees can quickly offset the membership fee, making it a
worthwhile investment for consistent savings.

Baggage Fees and How to Minimize Them

Baggage fees are arguably the most significant potential upcharge on Spirit Airlines. To
truly save money flying Spirit, mastering their baggage policy and finding ways to avoid or
minimize these fees is absolutely essential. Spirit's strategy is to charge for everything
beyond a very small personal item, so understanding the dimensions and pricing is critical.

The most effective way to save on baggage is to pack light and ensure your items fit within
the personal item allowance. If you must bring more, paying for bags online in advance is
always cheaper than at the airport. Furthermore, consider utilizing the Spirit Saver$ Club
for potential bag discounts.



Understand the Personal Item Allowance

Spirit's "personal item" is the only item that is included in the bare fare and must fit under
the seat in front of you. This is typically a backpack, a purse, or a laptop bag. It has strict
size limitations, and you should measure your item carefully before you travel to ensure it
meets Spirit's requirements. If your personal item is deemed too large, you will be charged
a carry-on fee.

The key to maximizing this allowance is to pack strategically, using soft-sided bags that can
be squeezed into tight spaces and ensuring you only bring absolute necessities. This can
significantly reduce the need for a larger bag and the associated fees.

Carry-On Bags vs. Checked Bags

Spirit charges for both carry-on bags (those that go in the overhead bin) and checked bags.
The fees for carry-on bags are generally higher than for checked bags, and both vary
depending on when you purchase them - online in advance, during online check-in, or at
the airport. It is almost always cheapest to pay for bags online during the initial booking or
at least a day or two before your flight.

When deciding between a carry-on and a checked bag, consider the size and weight. Spirit
has weight limits for checked bags, and exceeding them will result in overweight bag fees,
which are substantial. Weigh your bags at home to avoid surprises.

e Pay for checked bags online during booking for the lowest price.
e Pay for carry-on bags online during booking for the lowest price.

e |f you need to check multiple bags, evaluate the cost of each bag as it adds up
quickly.

e Consider if a larger personal item can substitute for a carry-on bag.

Tips for Avoiding Baggage Fees

The ultimate goal for saving money flying Spirit is to avoid bag fees altogether. This means
packing efficiently and strategically. For shorter trips, try to fit all your essentials into a
well-organized personal item. Utilize packing cubes to maximize space and roll your clothes
instead of folding them to reduce wrinkles and save room.

If you absolutely need more space, consider sharing a checked bag with a travel companion
if possible, or pack items that can serve multiple purposes. Be ruthless in your packing



decisions; if you don't think you'll need it, leave it at home. The savings on baggage fees
can be substantial and directly contribute to your overall travel budget.

Seat Selection Strategies for Budget Flyers

Seat selection is another area where Spirit Airlines charges an additional fee. If you don't
pay to select a seat, one will be assigned to you at random during check-in. For budget-
conscious travelers, understanding how to approach seat selection can either add to your
costs or be a non-issue, thus contributing to how to save money flying Spirit.

The most straightforward way to save money on seats is to forgo selection and accept the
randomly assigned seat. However, for some travelers, specific seat preferences might be
worth the extra cost. If this is the case, booking your seat in advance online is generally
cheaper than at the airport.

Accepting a Randomly Assigned Seat

The most budget-friendly approach to seat selection is to let Spirit assign you a seat for free
during the check-in process. While you won't have control over where you sit, you will still
have a place on the plane. For solo travelers or those not overly concerned about their
seating position, this is the best way to avoid an unnecessary expense.

It's worth noting that Spirit does try to seat families together when possible, even if seats
aren't pre-selected. However, there's no guarantee, so if traveling with children and
wanting to sit together is a priority, you'll likely need to pay for seat assignments.

When Paying for a Seat Might Be Worth It

While the goal is to save money, there are situations where paying for a specific seat might
be justifiable. If you have a medical condition that requires a specific seat, or if you are
traveling with young children and want to ensure you can sit with them, paying for a seat
might be a necessary expense. Additionally, some travelers find the extra legroom seats
worth the cost for longer flights.

If you do decide to pay for a seat, remember that booking this during your initial flight
reservation will be cheaper than waiting until later in the booking process or at the airport.
Compare the cost of the seat selection with the potential benefit it provides for your
specific travel needs.



Other Ways to Save on Spirit Airlines

Beyond the core elements of booking and baggage, there are several other strategic
approaches to further enhance your savings when flying Spirit. These often involve
leveraging loyalty programs, being mindful of in-flight purchases, and understanding the
airline's operational model.

Actively seeking out and utilizing any available discounts, signing up for their frequent flyer
program (even if you don't fly often), and being aware of their ancillary service pricing can
all contribute to a more affordable travel experience. Remember, every dollar saved on
these smaller items adds up.

The Spirit Saver$ Club

The Spirit Saver$ Club is a paid membership program that offers discounted fares on flights
and discounts on bags. There are two tiers: Saver$ Club and Saver$ Club Plus. While there
is an annual fee, if you fly Spirit with any regularity, the savings can quickly outweigh the
cost. The discounts on bags alone can make the membership worthwhile for frequent
travelers.

Before purchasing a membership, consider how many flights you anticipate taking with
Spirit in the next 12 months and the number of bags you typically travel with. Use Spirit's
savings calculator on their website to estimate if the membership will be financially
beneficial for your travel habits.

Minimize In-Flight Purchases

Spirit Airlines does not offer complimentary snacks or beverages on their flights. Everything
from a bottle of water to a bag of pretzels comes with a price tag. To save money, pack
your own snacks and an empty water bottle that you can fill after clearing security. This can
prevent you from spending a significant amount on small purchases during your flight.

If you have specific dietary needs or preferences, bringing your own food is also a practical
solution. While you won't be able to bring hot food on board, pre-packaged snacks and
sandwiches are generally acceptable. This simple practice can add up to noticeable savings
over time.

Navigating the Airport with Spirit

The airport experience with Spirit Airlines can also present opportunities for both savings
and unexpected costs. Being prepared and knowing the procedures can streamline your
journey and prevent last-minute expenses. Understanding the check-in options and how to



avoid fees at the airport are crucial steps.

The most significant fee to watch out for at the airport is for printing your boarding pass.
Spirit encourages and strongly incentivizes online check-in. Failing to check in online and
print your boarding pass at home or use the mobile app can result in a fee at the airport.

Online Check-in is Your Best Friend

Spirit Airlines allows you to check in online starting 24 hours before your flight's departure
and up to one hour before. This is the most critical step for avoiding airport fees. During
online check-in, you can also finalize any bag purchases or seat selections at a lower rate
than if you wait until you arrive at the airport.

Once you check in online, you will be issued a boarding pass that you can either print at
home or, more conveniently, download to your mobile device. Using the mobile boarding
pass on your phone is the most efficient and cost-effective method.

Avoid Airport Fees

The primary airport fee to avoid is the fee for printing your boarding pass at the ticket
counter. If you forget to check in online or don't have a mobile boarding pass, you will likely
be charged a fee for the airline staff to print one for you. This fee can be substantial and
easily avoidable with proper planning.

Similarly, if you planned to pay for bags but forgot to do so online, be prepared for
significantly higher prices at the airport check-in counter or gate. Always assume that any
transaction at the airport will be more expensive than doing it online in advance.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the absolute cheapest way to fly Spirit
Airlines?

A: The absolute cheapest way to fly Spirit Airlines is to book your flight well in advance,
travel with only a personal item that fits under the seat, and forgo any seat selection,
accepting a randomly assigned seat. Additionally, always check in online and use a mobile
boarding pass to avoid airport fees.



Q: Can | bring a carry-on bag for free on Spirit Airlines?

A: No, a carry-on bag that fits in the overhead bin is not included in Spirit Airlines' bare fare.
You must pay a fee for a carry-on bag, and the cost is lowest when paid online in advance.

Q: How much does a checked bag cost on Spirit
Airlines?

A: The cost of a checked bag on Spirit Airlines varies significantly depending on when you
purchase it. It is cheapest when bought online during the initial booking process, increases
when purchased online closer to the flight, and is most expensive if paid for at the airport.

Q: What are the size restrictions for a Spirit Airlines
personal item?

A: Spirit Airlines' personal item must fit under the seat in front of you. While exact
dimensions can vary slightly and should be confirmed on their website, they are generally
quite small, typically around 18 x 14 x 8 inches (45 x 35 x 20 cm).

Q: Is the Spirit Saver$ Club worth the annual fee for
saving money?

A: The Spirit Saver$ Club can be worth the annual fee if you fly Spirit Airlines frequently. It
offers discounted fares and discounts on bags. Calculate your potential savings based on
your expected travel frequency and baggage needs to determine if it's cost-effective for
you.

Q: Can | bring food and drinks on a Spirit Airlines flight?

A: Yes, you can bring food and non-alcoholic beverages in your carry-on or personal item.
However, alcoholic beverages must be purchased on board. Spirit does not offer
complimentary snacks or drinks, so bringing your own is a great way to save money.

Q: How can | avoid paying for seat selection on Spirit
Airlines?

A: To avoid paying for seat selection on Spirit Airlines, simply do not select a seat during
the booking or check-in process. The airline will assign you a seat at random. This is the
most economical option if seat preference is not a priority.

Q: Are there any hidden fees | should be aware of when



flying Spirit?

A: Spirit Airlines is generally transparent about its fees, but the most common "hidden" cost
comes from not understanding their unbundled fare model. The key is to be aware of fees
for bags, seats, and airport printing. Paying for everything in advance online is the best
strategy to avoid surprise charges.
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prompt or vigorous action

SAVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary SAVE definition: 1. to stop someone or
something from being killed, injured, or destroyed: 2. to keep someone from. Learn more
Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program SAVE is a fee-based inter-
governmental initiative designed to help federal, state, tribal, and local government agencies
confirm citizenship and immigration status prior to

Save - definition of save by The Free Dictionary 1. to rescue from danger or possible harm or
loss. 2. to keep safe, intact, or unhurt; safeguard: God save the United States. 3. to keep from being
lost: tried to save the game. 4. to avoid the

SAVE - USCIS SAVE is an online service for registered federal, state, territorial, tribal, and local
government agencies to verify immigration status and naturalized/acquired U.S. citizenship of
applicants

SAVE CaseCheck - USCIS Visit our SAVE Verification Response Time page for more information
on our current processing times. CaseCheck lets benefit applicants check the status of their SAVE
SAVE - Agreement The SAVE Program is an intergovernmental initiative that aids participating
benefit-granting agencies in determining an applicant’s immigration status, thereby helping to
ensure that only

Guide to Understanding SAVE Verification Responses - USCIS Systematic Alien Verification
for Entitlements (SAVE) is a service that helps federal, state, and local benefit-issuing agencies,
institutions, and licensing agencies determine the immigration

Verification Process - USCIS SAVE accepts a Social Security number (SSN) to create a case and
complete initial automated verification only. An immigration enumerator is required for additional
manual
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