how to save money on chicken feed

how to save money on chicken feed is a primary concern for backyard chicken keepers and
commercial poultry farmers alike. The cost of feed represents a significant portion of the overall
expense in raising chickens, and finding ways to reduce this expenditure can greatly impact
profitability and the sustainability of your flock. This comprehensive guide explores various strategies,
from optimizing feed choices and bulk purchasing to supplementing diets with homegrown options
and reducing waste. We will delve into understanding your chickens' nutritional needs, the benefits of
scratch grains, the role of protein, and practical tips for minimizing spoilage and maximizing value. By
implementing these methods, you can ensure your flock receives optimal nutrition while keeping your
feed budget in check.
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Understanding Your Flock's Nutritional Needs

Before you can effectively save money on chicken feed, it's crucial to understand the specific
nutritional requirements of your flock. Different breeds, ages, and production stages have varying
needs. For instance, chicks require a high-protein starter feed (around 20-24% protein) to support
rapid growth, while laying hens need a maintenance or layer feed (around 16-18% protein) to sustain
egg production. Pullets, which are young hens not yet laying, have different protein and calcium
requirements than mature hens.

Overfeeding or providing feed with unnecessarily high nutritional content for a specific stage can lead
to wasted resources and potential health issues. Conversely, underfeeding or using a feed with
insufficient nutrients can result in poor growth, reduced egg production, weak shells, and increased
susceptibility to disease. Educating yourself on the optimal protein, calcium, phosphorus, and vitamin
levels for your specific flock is the foundational step in making cost-effective feed decisions.

Age-Specific Nutritional Requirements

Chicks, from day one to about six to eight weeks, are in a critical growth phase. They need a finely
ground, nutrient-dense starter feed, often medicated to prevent common diseases like coccidiosis.
This feed is typically high in protein. Once they transition out of the starter phase, they move to a
grower feed. This feed has a slightly lower protein content than the starter but is still formulated for
growth. As hens approach laying age (around 18-20 weeks), their needs shift again towards a layer
feed, which is fortified with calcium and phosphorus essential for strong eggshells.



Production Stage and Breed Considerations

Laying hens are the most common type of chicken kept for backyard flocks, and their feed demands
are significant. The energy and nutrient requirements of a hen can fluctuate based on her laying rate,
the ambient temperature, and her breed. Some breeds are voracious eaters, while others are more
efficient. Similarly, meat birds, like broilers, have a completely different feed profile, emphasizing
rapid weight gain with high protein and energy levels. Understanding these nuances prevents
overspending on inappropriate feed formulations.

Strategic Feed Purchasing and Storage

The way you purchase and store your chicken feed can significantly impact your expenses. Buying in
bulk is often one of the most effective ways to lower the per-pound cost of feed. Many feed suppliers
offer discounts for larger quantities, and this can be a substantial saving over time, provided you can
properly store the feed.

However, bulk purchasing is only cost-effective if you can use the feed before it degrades. Proper
storage is paramount to prevent spoilage, pest infestation, and nutrient loss. A damp or warm
environment can lead to mold, which is harmful to chickens and can render the feed unusable.
Similarly, pests like rodents and insects can contaminate the feed and reduce its quantity.

Buying in Bulk

When considering bulk purchases, think about the capacity of your storage space and the
consumption rate of your flock. A small flock might not be able to go through a very large bag before
it loses freshness, making smaller, more frequent purchases a better option. For larger flocks,
investing in larger feed bins and buying in quantities of 500 pounds or more can lead to considerable
savings per bag. Always compare prices from different suppliers, including local feed stores,
agricultural co-ops, and online retailers.

Proper Feed Storage Techniques

The best way to store chicken feed is in airtight containers that are rodent-proof and moisture-
resistant. Galvanized steel bins are excellent choices. Store feed in a cool, dry, and dark place. Avoid
storing feed directly on the ground, as this can attract pests and moisture. Regularly inspect your
stored feed for signs of spoilage, mold, or pest activity. If you notice any issues, it's often best to
discard the affected feed to prevent illness in your flock.



Supplementing the Diet Wisely

While commercial feed provides a balanced diet, judiciously supplementing your chickens' feed can
offer both nutritional benefits and cost savings. However, it's vital to approach supplementation with
caution, as over-supplementing can lead to an unbalanced diet and increased costs. The key is to use
scraps and garden additions as supplements, not as primary feed sources.

Think of these as "treats" or additions that can round out their diet and provide extra vitamins,
minerals, and protein. The goal is to use what you have readily available or can grow affordably to
reduce the reliance on expensive commercial feed.

Kitchen Scraps and Garden Produce

Many common kitchen scraps are perfectly safe and even beneficial for chickens. Vegetable peels,
leafy greens, fruit scraps (minus citrus in large quantities), cooked grains, and plain cooked pasta or
rice can be offered in moderation. These provide essential vitamins, minerals, and fiber. Your garden
can also be a valuable source of supplemental nutrition. Growing nutrient-rich plants like kale,
spinach, sunflowers, and various herbs can provide a cost-effective and healthy addition to their diet.

The Role of Protein Supplements

Protein is often the most expensive component of chicken feed. If your flock's protein needs are not
being met by their base feed, or if you are feeding a lower-protein maintenance ration to younger
birds, you might consider protein supplements. However, for laying hens, their layer feed should
already contain adequate protein. For chicks or growers, if supplementing, focus on natural, cost-
effective protein sources. Mealworms (dried or live), crickets, or even certain types of lequmes
(cooked properly) can be good options. Always research the safety and nutritional value of any
supplement before offering it to your flock.

Reducing Feed Waste

A surprisingly large amount of money can be saved simply by minimizing the amount of feed that
goes uneaten or is otherwise wasted. Chickens can be messy eaters, and their feeders can be subject
to environmental factors that contribute to loss. Implementing strategies to keep feed in the feeder
and available to your birds is a direct way to cut costs.

Consider the design of your feeders, the feeding environment, and your chickens' eating habits. Even
small adjustments can make a noticeable difference in how efficiently your feed is consumed by your
flock.



Choosing the Right Feeder

The type of feeder you use plays a crucial role in reducing waste. Traditional open trough feeders can
be prone to significant spillage, especially if birds scratch at them or if there is wind. Hanging feeders
or feeders with protective rims are generally more efficient as they limit access to the feed and
prevent it from being easily scattered. Treadle feeders, which open only when a chicken steps on a
platform, can also reduce waste and deter pests.

Minimizing Spillage and Contamination

Ensure feeders are appropriately sized for your flock and are placed in a way that discourages
scratching and roosting directly over them. Clean feeders regularly to prevent the buildup of old feed,
which can become rancid or moldy, leading to spoilage and potentially making your birds reluctant to
eat. If you notice a lot of feed ending up on the ground, consider adjusting the feeder height or type.
Protecting feeders from rain and direct sun can also prevent spoilage and keep the feed fresher for
longer.

Making Your Own Feed Ratios

For the more experienced and adventurous chicken keeper, formulating your own feed mix can offer
substantial savings. This involves understanding the nutritional breakdown of various grains and
supplements and creating a balanced ration tailored to your flock's needs. This method requires a
significant amount of research, precision, and access to ingredients.

It's essential to acknowledge that creating a balanced feed is complex. Imbalances can lead to serious
health problems. Therefore, this approach is best suited for those who are willing to invest the time in
learning and are confident in their ability to measure and mix ingredients accurately. Consulting with
poultry nutritionists or experienced flock owners who practice this can be invaluable.

Understanding Grain Components

The base of most chicken feeds consists of grains like corn, wheat, oats, and barley. Each grain offers
different levels of carbohydrates, protein, and fiber. Corn is often a significant component for energy,
while wheat and oats provide protein and fiber. Understanding the protein content of each grain is
key. For example, whole wheat typically has around 12-15% protein, while corn is around 8-10%.
Mixing these in appropriate ratios can start to build a more cost-effective base.

Balancing Protein, Calcium, and Other Nutrients

Once you have a grain base, you need to supplement it to meet the specific nutritional requirements



of your flock. This is where ingredients like soybean meal (a good protein source), fish meal, alfalfa
meal, and mineral supplements like oyster shell (for calcium) come into play. For example, to increase
the protein content of a grain mix, you would add a higher-protein ingredient. Similarly, to ensure
adequate calcium for laying hens, you'd add oyster shell. This process of calculating and adding
ingredients to achieve a specific nutritional profile requires careful planning and accurate
measurement to avoid deficiencies or excesses.

The Role of Protein in Chicken Feed Costs

Protein is undeniably one of the most expensive components of commercial chicken feed, and
consequently, a primary driver of overall feed costs. As previously mentioned, different life stages and
production goals demand varying protein levels. Chicks require the highest protein content for
growth, while laying hens need sufficient protein to produce eggs, though typically less than a
growing chick. Understanding this protein hierarchy is key to strategic feeding and cost management.

The price of protein sources can fluctuate based on market conditions. For instance, the cost of
soybean meal, a common protein additive, can be influenced by global agricultural trends. Therefore,
staying informed about these market dynamics can help you anticipate and potentially mitigate rising
feed costs.

Protein Needs for Different Life Stages

As detailed earlier, chicks up to 6-8 weeks need 20-24% protein. Grower feed for young pullets
typically drops to around 16-18% protein. Laying hens require 16-18% protein for egg production.
Meat birds will have even higher protein requirements for rapid muscle development. If you are
feeding a high-quality layer feed, it should already be formulated to meet the protein needs of your
hens. Supplementing protein unnecessarily to a flock already on a balanced layer ration is a common
and costly mistake.

Cost-Effective Protein Sources

When considering supplemental protein, look for affordable and readily available options. Dried or live
mealworms are a popular choice, offering a good protein boost. Black soldier fly larvae (BSFL) are
increasingly recognized as a sustainable and nutritious option, often providing higher protein than
mealworms. If you have access to them, consider things like cooked eggs (plain, scrambled, or hard-
boiled) as a protein-rich treat. However, it is crucial to remember that these should be supplemental
and not the primary diet, as they can lead to imbalances if overfed.

Seasonal Adjustments for Feed Savings

The environment plays a significant role in your chickens' nutritional needs and, consequently, their



feed consumption. Adjusting your feeding strategy based on the season can lead to considerable
savings. For instance, in colder months, chickens expend more energy to stay warm, which can
increase their feed intake. In warmer months, they may eat less but require more attention to
hydration and electrolyte balance.

Thinking seasonally about your flock's environment and diet can help you optimize their nutrition
without overspending. This foresight can prevent unnecessary expenditures and ensure your flock
remains healthy and productive throughout the year.

Winter Feeding Strategies

During winter, chickens need more calories to maintain their body temperature. Providing a slightly
higher energy feed or a small amount of scratch grains (a mix of whole grains like corn, wheat, and
barley) in the late afternoon can help them stay warm through the night. Scratch grains should not be
the main feed but can be a beneficial supplement in cold weather. Ensure they always have access to
fresh, unfrozen water, as dehydration can lead to reduced feed intake even when they are cold.

Summer Feeding and Free-Ranging

In the summer months, especially if your chickens have access to free-ranging, they will consume a
portion of their diet from insects, weeds, and plants they find. This natural foraging can significantly
supplement their protein and nutrient intake, potentially reducing the amount of commercial feed
they require. Ensure they have access to shade and plenty of fresh water, as heat stress can reduce
appetite. You might find that their overall feed consumption decreases during the warmer months due
to foraging opportunities.

Q: What is the most significant cost factor in raising chickens?

A: The most significant cost factor in raising chickens is undoubtedly the feed. It accounts for a
substantial portion of the overall expenses, often ranging from 60% to 80% of the total cost of
production, depending on the farming method and scale.

Q: How can | determine the best type of feed for my chickens?

A: To determine the best type of feed, consider your chickens' age, breed, and purpose (e.g., egg-
laying, meat production). Chicks require a starter feed with high protein, while laying hens need a
layer feed with adequate calcium and protein. Pullets are fed a grower feed. Consult a veterinarian or
an experienced poultry keeper if you are unsure.



Q: Is buying chicken feed in bulk always cheaper?

A: Buying chicken feed in bulk can be cheaper on a per-pound basis, but only if you have adequate
storage space and can use the feed before it spoils or becomes infested. For small flocks, buying in
smaller, more frequent quantities may be more economical to ensure freshness.

Q: What are some common kitchen scraps that are safe to
feed chickens?

A: Safe kitchen scraps for chickens include vegetable peels and scraps (excluding citrus in large
amounts), leafy greens, fruit scraps (in moderation), cooked rice and pasta (plain), and cooked
oatmeal. Always ensure scraps are not moldy or spoiled.

Q: How can | prevent my chickens from wasting feed?

A: To prevent feed waste, use appropriate feeders that minimize spillage, such as hanging feeders or
those with protective rims. Ensure feeders are the correct height and placed in a way that
discourages scratching. Regularly clean feeders and store feed properly to prevent spoilage and pest
attraction.

Q: Can | make my own chicken feed to save money?

A: Yes, it is possible to make your own chicken feed by mixing various grains and supplements.
However, this requires significant knowledge of poultry nutrition to ensure a balanced diet and
prevent deficiencies or excesses that can harm your flock. It's recommended to research thoroughly
or consult with a poultry nutritionist.

Q: How does protein content affect chicken feed costs?

A: Protein is one of the most expensive ingredients in chicken feed. Feeds with higher protein
percentages, such as starter feeds for chicks, are generally more expensive than maintenance or
layer feeds with lower protein content.

Q: Should |1 supplement my chickens' diet in winter?

A: In winter, chickens expend more energy to stay warm, so providing a slightly higher energy feed or
a small amount of scratch grains in the late afternoon can be beneficial. Ensure they always have
access to unfrozen water.

Q: Are free-ranging chickens more cost-effective regarding
feed?

A: When chickens free-range, they can supplement their diet by foraging for insects, seeds, and
greens. This can reduce their reliance on commercial feed and thus lower feed costs, especially
during warmer months when foraging opportunities are abundant.



Q: What is the best way to store chicken feed to maintain its
quality?

A: Store chicken feed in a cool, dry, dark, and pest-proof environment, preferably in airtight
containers like galvanized steel bins. This prevents spoilage, moisture damage, and infestation,
ensuring the feed remains nutritious and safe for your flock.
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how to save money on chicken feed: How to Raise Chickens for Meat Michelle Marine,
2020-03-03 If self-sufficiency and raising your own food is important to you, this book will help you
pull together a complete farm-to-table experience. Gone are the days when grandma headed to the
chicken coop in search of dinner. In this day and age, when fewer and fewer people know where
their food comes from, How to Raise Chickens for Meat helps families take control of their food
supply once again. Divided into four easy-to-navigate sections,How to Raise Chickens for Meat is
packed with practical information. The first section, Getting Started, includes information on breed
specifics, timing, and quantity. This section will help you analyze options and make informed
decisions as you get started. The second section, Care & Feeding, dives into the specifics of keeping
your flock healthy. Learn how to set up a brooder, what to feed your chickens, how to safely pasture
them, and how to keep your flock stress-free. The third section, Butchering, prepares you for one of
the more challenging parts of raising chickens for meat. It addresses some of the emotions you may
feel along with the actual process of butchering and provides practical tips to make it easier. It also
discusses alternative options if you don’t want to process your own chickens. The book concludes
with cooking tips and delicious tried and true farm-to-table recipes to impress even the most
doubtful family member! How to Raise Chickens for Meat is the resource your homestead library has
been missing.

how to save money on chicken feed: Todd's Country Homes and how to Save Money ...
Sereno Edwards Todd, 1870

how to save money on chicken feed: The Essential Urban Farmer Novella Carpenter,
Willow Rosenthal, 2012-01-10 The how-to guide for a new generation of farmers from the author of
Farm City and a leading urban garden educator. In this indispensable guide, Farm City author
Novella Carpenter and Willow Rosenthal share their experience as successful urban farmers and
provide practical blueprints-complete with rich visual material-for novice and experienced growers
looking to bring the principles of ethical food to the city streets. The Essential Urban Farmer guides
readers from day one to market day, advising on how to find the perfect site, design a landscape,
and cultivate crops. For anyone who has ever grown herbs on windowsills, or tomatoes on fire
escapes, this is an invaluable volume with the potential to change our menus, our health, and our
cities forever.

how to save money on chicken feed: The Ultimate Self-Sufficiency Manual Tim MacWelch,
2021-06-15 Looking for a greater sense of control in the chaotic world of today? Concerned about
your dependence on existing food and power sources, and other systems beyond your control?
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Empower yourself with the gift of self reliance-with the Total Self Sufficiency Manual, which has
over 220 tips and techniques to empower your independence from survival expert and New York
Times-bestselling author Tim MacWelch.

how to save money on chicken feed: Keeping Chickens For Dummies Pammy Riggs,
Kimberley Willis, Robert T. Ludlow, 2011-10-24 Practical how-to advice for keeping chickens For me,
raising chickens, for eggs and meat, has been one of the most enjoyable aspects of our family farm. I
am a great admirer of chicken whisperer Pammy Riggs, and with her two co-authors she has
produced an admirably thorough guide to enjoying the pleasures and avoiding the pitfalls of keeping
chickens. Get the book, and take the feathery plunge! - Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall Keeping
Chickens For Dummies provides you with an introduction to all aspects of keeping chickens, from
constructing a hutch to the correct feeding regime. It offers expert advice straight from the River
Cottage ‘Chicken Whisperer', so whether you're looking to raise chickens for eggs, meat, or just the
entertainment value and fun - Keeping Chickens For Dummies is the perfect place to start. Keeping
Chickens For Dummies: Shows you how to keep chickens in different conditions Offers guidance on
choosing and purchasing chickens Gives great step-by-step advice on constructing the right housing
Provides expert advice on how to feed and care for your chickens

how to save money on chicken feed: Country Homes, and how to Save Money to Buy a Home
... Sereno Edwards Todd, 1868

how to save money on chicken feed: Prepare for Anything Survival Manual Tim MacWelch,
The Editors of Outdoor Life, 2014-06-14 The New York Times bestselling author and survival expert
covers hundreds of skills and strategies to help you be ready when disaster strikes. If you're
concerned that the world is becoming increasingly unstable, you are far from alone. From natural
disasters to terrorism, pandemics, and economic collapse, there are a whole host of catastrophic
events to be concerned about. And preparing for the worst is going mainstream. Outdoor Life:
Prepare for Anything will take you through a wide range of potential threats and how you can
prepare for them, from having the right gear on hand to knowing what to do in the wake of a
disaster. This is the book for the growing prepper movement, with hands-on hints, easy-to-use
checklists, and engaging first-person stories to break down the crucial do’s and don’ts, educate
yourself on various threats, and help to ensure that you ride out whatever Mother Nature, the
government, foreign powers, or modern society can throw at you. Includes vital information on: °
How to prep for a natural disaster, economic collapse, or societal restructuring. « What should be
stocked in your house, pantry, basement, bunker, and go-bag. * How to handle yourself and your
family in the wake of disaster, from creating a plan to leading your neighborhood watch.

how to save money on chicken feed: The Joy of Keeping Farm Animals Laura Childs,
2010-03-18 Whether you want to raise a few chickens for eggs, try your hand at some goats with the
aim to make your own cheese, or are looking to sustain your family and make some extra money
from raising and selling beef, this is the book for you --Cover, p. 4.

how to save money on chicken feed: The Off-Grid Chicken Keeper: Raising Poultry for
Sustainability William Moore, 2024-12-04 [] Transform Your Homestead with Sustainable Poultry
Keeping! [] Discover the secrets to raising chickens off-grid with The Off-Grid Chicken Keeper, the
ultimate guide for eco-conscious individuals and aspiring homesteaders. Whether you're looking to
produce fresh eggs, fertilize your garden, or embrace a more sustainable lifestyle, this book equips
you with everything you need to raise healthy, productive flocks. [] Inside, You'll Learn: [] How to
design an off-grid chicken coop using renewable resources. [] Sustainable feeding practices,
including foraging and growing your own feed. [] The best dual-purpose and heritage breeds for eggs
and meat. [] Rotational grazing techniques to enhance soil health and flock well-being. [] Tips for
preventing diseases naturally with herbal remedies and biosecurity plans. [] Perfect for Beginners
and Seasoned Homesteaders Alike From coop setup to seasonal care, this guide breaks down every
aspect of off-grid chicken keeping into actionable steps. Whether you're in a rural homestead or a
suburban backyard, you’ll find adaptable strategies to create a thriving flock. [] Why Choose Off-Grid
Chickens? Reduce reliance on commercial farming and improve food security. Fertilize your garden




with natural compost from chicken manure. Enjoy the satisfaction of raising healthy, happy birds
sustainably. [] Order Now and Join the Off-Grid Revolution: Empower your homestead with
eco-friendly chicken keeping and build a self-sufficient lifestyle today. [] Get Your Copy and Start
Your Off-Grid Journey Now!

how to save money on chicken feed: The Ultimate Guide to Self-Reliant Living Graham
Moore, 2013-11-01 Being a homesteader today may seem difficult; the world is full of so many
gadgets and conveniences, many of which most of us consider necessary to live a full and happy life.
In this collection, edited and arranged by Jay Cassell, you'll see that going off the grid, adapting to
your surroundings, and depending on yourself and your land is really not as challenging as one may
think. With the information and tips you learn in this book, you'll easily find success as a modern-day
homesteader. The essays featured in The Ultimate Guide to Self-Reliant Living were written by some
of today’s most respected outdoorsmen and outdoorswomen, nature enthusiasts, agricultural
professionals, and successful homesteaders. Through the information on these pages, you will learn
the best techniques and approaches concerning: Hunting, fishing, and trapping Foraging Growing
and preparing your own food Animal husbandry Living off the grid Building barns and outbuildings
Green living Country skills Alternative energy, such as solar panels and windmills Primitive survival
skills, such as making fires and finding shelter

how to save money on chicken feed: Reliable Poultry Journal , 1922

how to save money on chicken feed: Chicken Coop & Run Chicken Keeping For
Beginners: Simple Guide To Raising Poultry Flock In Your Backyard Stirling De Cruz
Coleridge, Chicken Coop and Run: Chicken Keeping for Beginners Simple Guide To Raising Poultry
Flock In Your Backyard A Newbie's simple overview guide outlines raising chickens to make it easy
to start keeping these remarkably wise birds right in your very own backyard. Inside this book, we
outline the following: Advice: from constructing hen-houses to rearing chicks, you'll find out
whatever you require to understand what is involved before you even begin. Ensure your hens
remain delighted, healthy, and balanced at all times. Which type of chicken is right for you? What's
the very best bedding material? Poultry caretaker hobbyist Stirling De Cruz Coleridge responds to
many basic and curious questions. This enjoyable and user-friendly reference book will certainly
widen your knowledge of our feathered buddies! Discover chicken-keeping terms. Read about
chicken coops worldwide in various countries. Find out facts about chicken rearing. How to keep
your birds risk-free from killers, expert treatment advice. Be mindful of rules and regulations. How
to put into practice various procedures for your hens. Gain confidence in what you are doing as a
beginner. Awesome cover design. Several cute illustration graphics are inside (decoration only).
premium cream pages It makes a great gift for someone special. Get this book now!

how to save money on chicken feed: My Pet Chicken Handbook Lissa Lucas, Traci Torres,
2014-02-04 “An informative insider’s guide . . . My Pet Chicken Handbook teaches just about
everything you need to know to manage your own flock.”—Los Angeles Times Backyard chickens are
the new “it” pet—and with good reason! They're personable, cheerful, beautiful, and (mostly!) low
maintenance. But they’re not without their quirks and their sometimes puzzling behaviors that cause
concern for chicken-keeping newbies and veterans alike. Let the experts at My Pet Chicken guide
you to a successful chicken-keeping experience with their insightful advice, unique problem-solving
approach, and sunny-side-up outlook. My Pet Chicken Handbook helps you make “expert” choices
from the beginning, including whether chickens are right for you and, if they are, how you can avoid
the most common “oh-no” experiences. You'll find detailed care instructions for chickens of all ages,
from baby chicks to mature adults, to help ensure a friendly flock and a relaxing hobby. Becoming a
responsible chicken parent is a breeze when you discover how to choose the best breed for your
needs, understand what type of coop is right for your situation, plan a daily routine, learn about
biosecurity practices, and recognize signs of distress. Once your pet chickens start laying, you'll find
more than 50 delicious recipes that feature freshly collected eggs and, as a bonus, you’ll have tons of
fun making nutritious special treats for your favorite pet chickens.

how to save money on chicken feed: Gleanings in Bee Culture, 1923



how to save money on chicken feed: The Complete Guide to Raising Chickens Tara Layman
Williams, 2011 Properly raised chickens can be a major boon to any household looking to save
money on eggs and poultry. A single hen can lay as many as 10 eggs per week, if not coaxed with
chemicals or drugs to do more, so providing a family all of the eggs they need. Additionally, eggs can
be harvested and sold at farmer s markets or to local supermarkets and poultry can be raised for
slaughter to save additional money. Learning what chickens need to survive, from the feed they eat,
to the housing they require, and the protection they need from predators is a necessary step for
anyone looking to raise them. In this book, you will find a complete guide to understanding how
chickens are raised on a small farm, from hatching to egg cultivation, and ultimately slaughter.
There is a 16 page colour insert showcasing different breeds as well as general chicken photos. You
will learn how to start understanding chickens and their numerous breed types, of which there are
more than two hundred. You will learn how to purchase your own chickens and how to effectively
handle them. You will learn what kind of housing your chickens need and the proper methods and
forms of feeding each breed needs. Details about how to breed chickens for egg production and how
to collect and store the eggs form a full chapter on chickens for eggs while additional information is
included on how to manage your breeders and hatch eggs for raising your own chicks. Top chicken
farms and experts have been interviewed for this book and their expertise and experience has been
compiled to form additional sections on maintaining chicken health, the various different seasons
and how they affect chicken care and how to raise chickens for meat. Everything you need to know
about raising chickens is included in this guide in great detail, the perfect starting place for any new
chicken farmer.

how to save money on chicken feed: Annual Report Pennsylvania. Department of Agriculture,
1914

how to save money on chicken feed: Back to Basics Abigail Gehring, 2008-04-17 Anyone
who wants to learn basic living skills--and enjoy a healthier, greener, and more self-sufficient
lifestyle--need look no further than this eminently useful guide that features hundreds of projects
and old-fashioned fun. Full-color and b&w photographs throughout.

how to save money on chicken feed: The Beginner's Guide to Backyard Homesteading
Lisa Lombardo, 2020-09-01 Farm to table takes on new meaning with this comprehensive beginner's
guide to creating a backyard homestead. Learn how to convert your yard into a sustainable and
self-reliant space that reduces waste and puts food on your plate. Filled with practical advice and
straightforward lessons, you'll soon see how feasible it is to keep poultry or can fruit you've grown.
Whether you have a tiny plot or a large estate, The Beginner's Guide to Backyard Homesteading
demonstrates that anyone can start living off their land. This homesteading book offers up
indispensable tips and tricks, including: Project action plans—Kick-starting your homesteading
journey is a breeze with action plans that help you break down necessary materials, project costs,
monthly goals, and more. Seasonal timelines—Knowing what to plant and when is crucial to your
success. These precise timelines reveal the ideal schedules for everything from starting seedlings to
harvesting honey. Exhaustive instructions—Learn how to build the infrastructure you need with
easy-to-follow directions. You'll find yourself constructing raised beds and planting fruit trees in no
time. Jump into a more sustainable, affordable, and fulfilling lifestyle with The Beginner's Guide to
Backyard Homesteading.

how to save money on chicken feed: American Poultry Advocate , 1922
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