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Understanding the Cost of Eliquis and Finding Savings

how to save money on eliquis is a crucial concern for many individuals managing conditions
requiring anticoagulation therapy. Eliquis (apixaban) is a widely prescribed medication, and its
ongoing cost can represent a significant financial burden. This comprehensive guide delves into
various strategies and resources available to help patients reduce their out-of-pocket expenses for
Eliquis. We will explore options ranging from insurance coverage and manufacturer assistance
programs to generic alternatives, prescription discount cards, and smart purchasing practices. By
understanding these avenues, individuals can take proactive steps to make their Eliquis treatment
more affordable without compromising on their health.
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Understanding Your Insurance Coverage

The first and often most impactful step in saving money on Eliquis is to thoroughly understand your
health insurance plan's prescription drug benefits. Different plans have varying formulary tiers,
which dictate how much you will pay for a particular medication. Eliquis is typically a brand-name
drug, and its placement on the formulary will directly influence your co-pay or co-insurance costs.

It is essential to determine if Eliquis is covered by your plan and, if so, which tier it falls into. Higher
tiers usually mean higher out-of-pocket costs. Contacting your insurance provider directly or
reviewing your plan documents can provide clarity on your specific coverage. Pay close attention to
any prior authorization requirements, step therapy protocols (where you might need to try other
medications first), or quantity limits, as these can affect access and cost.

Maximizing Your Insurance Benefits

Once you understand your coverage, you can strategize to maximize its benefits. If Eliquis is not on
your plan's preferred formulary, inquire about alternatives that are. Sometimes, a different but
equally effective anticoagulant might be covered at a lower tier. If Eliquis is the only suitable option,
discuss with your doctor if any appeals or exceptions can be made with your insurance company.



Understanding deductibles and out-of-pocket maximums is also vital, as reaching these thresholds
can cap your spending for the plan year.

Exploring Manufacturer Assistance Programs

Pharmaceutical manufacturers often offer programs designed to help patients afford their
medications. For Eliquis, its manufacturer, Bristol Myers Squibb, provides financial assistance
options for eligible individuals. These programs can significantly reduce the cost for those who meet
specific income and insurance requirements.

Bristol Myers Squibb Patient Assistance Programs

Bristol Myers Squibb offers a program called the Bristol Myers Squibb Patient Assistance
Foundation (BMS-PAF). This foundation provides free medications to eligible uninsured and
underinsured patients. Additionally, for insured patients who struggle with co-pays, there are co-pay
assistance cards or savings cards available. These cards can lower your immediate out-of-pocket
expense at the pharmacy. It is imperative to visit the official Bristol Myers Squibb website or contact
their patient support services to determine your eligibility and learn how to apply for these valuable
programs.

Investigating Generic Alternatives and Biosimilars

The concept of generic drugs is well-established in pharmaceuticals, leading to substantial cost
savings once brand-name patents expire. However, as of now, there are no generic versions of
Eliquis available. Eliquis is a direct oral anticoagulant (DOAC), and the development and approval of
generic versions of such complex molecules can be a lengthy process.

Future Generic Availability and Current Alternatives

While direct generics are not yet an option, it is wise to stay informed about potential future
developments. In the meantime, discuss with your healthcare provider if other anticoagulants, which
may have generic counterparts, could be a suitable and more cost-effective alternative for your
condition. Medications like warfarin, while requiring more monitoring, have long had generic
options. Newer DOACs may also have different pricing structures or manufacturer programs that
could be more beneficial.

Utilizing Prescription Discount Cards and Coupons

Prescription discount cards and coupons can be a valuable tool for reducing the cost of medications,



even if you have insurance. These cards often offer negotiated discounts that can be lower than your
insurance co-pay, especially if your insurance plan has a high co-pay for Eliquis or if you have a high
deductible.

How to Find and Use Discount Programs

Numerous reputable websites and organizations offer prescription discount cards that can be used
at most major pharmacies. Some popular options include GoodRx, SingleCare, and RxCoupon. It is
advisable to compare prices across different discount platforms and pharmacies before filling your
prescription. Always present the discount card or coupon at the pharmacy counter to ensure you
receive the lowest available price. Some manufacturer programs also offer digital coupons that can
be easily applied.

Considering Mail-Order Pharmacies and Bulk
Purchasing

Mail-order pharmacies can often offer competitive pricing on prescription medications, including
Eliquis. These pharmacies typically have lower overhead costs than brick-and-mortar stores, which
can translate into savings for consumers. Ordering your prescriptions through a mail-order service
can also be convenient, especially for those with chronic conditions who require regular refills.

Benefits of Mail-Order and Long-Term Supply

Many insurance plans partner with specific mail-order pharmacies or offer discounts when using
their preferred mail-order services. Additionally, if your treatment plan is stable and your doctor
agrees, obtaining a 90-day supply of Eliquis instead of a 30-day supply can sometimes lead to cost
savings due to reduced dispensing fees per pill. Always check with your insurance provider and the
mail-order pharmacy about pricing for different supply lengths.

Navigating Patient Assistance Programs and
Foundations

Beyond manufacturer-specific programs, various independent patient assistance foundations and
non-profit organizations exist to help individuals manage the cost of prescription medications. These
organizations often provide financial aid, grants, or co-pay assistance to patients who meet specific
eligibility criteria, particularly those with limited income or who are uninsured.



Identifying and Applying for Aid

Finding these resources involves diligent research. Websites like NeedyMeds, Patient Advocate
Foundation, and RxAssist are excellent starting points for discovering available programs. They
compile information on various assistance options and provide guidance on the application process.
It is crucial to carefully review the eligibility requirements for each program, as they can vary
significantly. Having your medical documentation and financial information readily available will
streamline the application process.

Discussing Cost-Saving Options with Your Doctor

Your healthcare provider is an invaluable partner in managing both your health and the financial
aspects of your treatment. Openly discussing your concerns about the cost of Eliquis with your
doctor is essential. They can help identify potential alternatives, advocate on your behalf with
insurance companies, and advise on the most appropriate and cost-effective treatment plan for your
specific medical needs.

Proactive Communication for Affordability

Do not hesitate to ask your doctor about less expensive treatment options if Eliquis is becoming
financially unmanageable. They can assess whether other anticoagulants, which might be more
affordable or have better insurance coverage, are suitable. Additionally, your doctor's office may be
aware of specific patient assistance programs or have experience navigating insurance appeals for
medications. Proactive communication ensures that cost considerations are integrated into your
overall care plan.

Managing the cost of essential medications like Eliquis requires a multi-faceted approach. By
diligently exploring insurance benefits, manufacturer assistance, discount programs, and consulting
with your healthcare team, individuals can significantly reduce their financial burden and ensure
continued access to vital treatments.

FAQ Section

Q: How can I find out if my insurance covers Eliquis and at
what cost?

A: To determine your insurance coverage for Eliquis, contact your health insurance provider
directly. You can usually find their contact information on your insurance card. Ask about their
formulary, specifically where Eliquis is placed (e.g., preferred brand, non-preferred brand, or
specialty tier), and what your co-pay or co-insurance will be. Also, inquire about any prior
authorization requirements or step therapy protocols.



Q: Are there any coupons or discount cards that can lower the
price of Eliquis?

A: Yes, there are several ways to find discounts for Eliquis. You can use prescription discount cards
from reputable providers like GoodRx, SingleCare, or RxCoupon, which offer negotiated prices at
participating pharmacies. You can also check the official Eliquis website (or Bristol Myers Squibb's
website) for manufacturer-sponsored savings cards or coupons that can reduce your out-of-pocket
cost.

Q: What is the Bristol Myers Squibb Patient Assistance

Foundation (BMS-PAF), and how can I qualify?

A: The BMS-PAF is a non-profit organization established by Bristol Myers Squibb to provide free
Eliquis to eligible uninsured and underinsured patients who meet specific financial and medical
criteria. To qualify, you typically need to demonstrate a lack of adequate insurance coverage and
meet income guidelines. You can find detailed eligibility requirements and application forms on the
Bristol Myers Squibb Patient Assistance Foundation website or by contacting their patient support
services.

Q: Can I get a generic version of Eliquis to save money?

A: As of now, there are no generic versions of Eliquis available on the market. Eliquis is a brand-
name medication, and the process for developing and approving generics is complex and time-
consuming. It is advisable to stay informed about potential future generic availability, but currently,
you will need to rely on brand-name Eliquis or discuss alternative anticoagulant medications with
your doctor.

Q: If I have insurance but a high co-pay for Eliquis, what
options are available?

A: If your insurance co-pay for Eliquis is high, you can explore several options. First, check if Bristol
Myers Squibb offers a co-pay assistance card or savings program for insured patients, which can
significantly reduce your out-of-pocket expense. Second, compare the price of Eliquis with
prescription discount cards, as these may offer a lower price than your co-pay. Finally, discuss with
your doctor if a less expensive alternative anticoagulant medication is medically appropriate for your
condition.

Q: Are mail-order pharmacies generally cheaper for Eliquis?

A: Mail-order pharmacies can sometimes offer lower prices for Eliquis due to reduced overhead.
Many insurance plans have preferred mail-order pharmacies that may provide additional discounts.
It's recommended to compare prices from your local pharmacy, discount cards, and your insurance's
preferred mail-order pharmacy to find the most cost-effective option for your Eliquis prescription.



Q: What patient assistance programs exist outside of the
manufacturer for Eliquis?

A: Yes, several independent patient assistance programs and foundations can help with the cost of
Eliquis. Websites like NeedyMeds, Patient Advocate Foundation, and RxAssist list various programs
that offer financial aid, grants, or co-pay assistance to eligible patients based on income and
insurance status. Researching these resources can uncover additional avenues for support.

Q: Should I talk to my doctor about the cost of Eliquis?

A: Absolutely. Discussing the cost of Eliquis with your doctor is highly recommended. They can help
you explore alternative anticoagulant medications that might be more affordable and equally
effective for your condition. Your doctor can also provide necessary documentation for patient
assistance programs and may be able to advocate on your behalf with your insurance company if
coverage issues arise.
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how to save money on eliquis: Make America Healthy Again Charles Antinori MD FACS,
2024-05-31 Doctors today employ better diagnostic procedures and innovative surgical procedures,
such as the use of robots. While this generally improves care, it drives up costs. Meanwhile, the
price of a medical education is rising exponentially, and the time required for training continues to
increase. If you want to become a doctor, you must go through four years of expensive medical
school after college—and then it’s on to residency and fellowship training, which can last anywhere
from three to ten years. Due to changes in reimbursement and a rise in the number of employed
physicians in practice, the financial rewards of pursuing a career in medicine are diminishing.
Charles Antinori, MD, FACS, who recently retired after a half century doing surgery, takes a detailed
look at the American health care system, including where it’s coming up short. He concludes that
surgery is a very satisfying discipline, even though it involves long hours and hard work. In Make
America Healthy Again, he recounts his experiences, many of which are humorous, and shares
recommendations that could improve the health care system and pave the way for more Americans
to enjoy good health.

how to save money on eliquis: Globalization George Ritzer, Paul Dean, 2021-10-19 An
accessible and comprehensive introduction to key concepts in globalization written by leading
authors in the field In the comprehensively revised Third Edition of Globalization: A Basic Text,
distinguished researchers and authors George Ritzer and Paul Dean deliver an up-to-date
introduction to major trends and topics related to the study of globalization. The book includes
accessible and rigorous material on the key theories and major topics in globalization, as well as
modern developments like the rise of populism and far-right political groups, Brexit, migration and
backlash to it, trade negotiations, social media and the spread of misinformation, climate change,
social justice issues, and COVID-19. The new edition includes a greater focus on the structures of
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inequality that encourage or discourage global flows. Additionally, new examples and sources from
Central and South America, Africa, and Asia are used to illustrate key concepts, and round out the
international coverage of book. Throughout, the authors use clear and helpful metaphors including
solids, liquids, gases, and flows to introduce and explain the complex nature of globalization in an
engaging and understandable way. Readers will also benefit from the inclusion of: A thorough
introduction to globalization and related processes, including imperialism, colonialism, development,
and westernization An exploration of neoliberalism, including its roots, principles, criticisms, and
Neo-Marxist alternatives A practical discussion of global political structures and processes, as well
as global economic flows of production and consumption A concise treatment of negative global
flows and processes, including dangerous imports, diseases, crime, terrorism, and war Analysis of
the changing nature of globalization and de-globalization, and the social movements and
technological developments driving these changes More images, charts, and graphs to help illustrate
and highlight the concepts contained in the book Perfect for advanced undergraduates studying
globalization across sociology, political science, geography, anthropology, and economics,
Globalization: A Basic Text, Third Edition will also be essential reading for students taking courses in
culture, economy and inequality, and migration taught from a global perspective.
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how to save money on eliquis: How to Save Money on Medicine ]. Holliday, 2019-12-31 As
a way of giving back, 20% of proceeds from the sale of How To Save Money On Medicine is being
donated to the Patient Access Network. This handbook is for anyone in the U.S. that wants to save
money on medicine. I've spent over 20 years constantly working on reducing medical expenses my
family incurs using the methods and resources outlined in this handbook. As a result of confronting
several illnesses such as Cancer, Asthma, Psoriasis, COPD and Open Heart Surgery we quickly
discovered how expensive medicine can be - even with insurance. It's tragic and heart breaking to
find out you need medication which you can't afford - especially if your life could be in danger
without them. The good news is that it doesn't always matter how much money you make - their are
resources and options you can utilize to help save money on medicine prescribed by your doctor. If
you qualify, you may also be able to get your medicine for free! I'll introduce you to some of these
resources as well as how you can get help with pet care and medications ordered by your
veterinarian. I'll also introduce you to some options you have with your insurance company to help
you potentially save on the cost of medications ordered by your doctor. This handbook also contains
links to the various resources as well as telephone contact information making it easy for you to start
the process of saving money on medicine!
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