
how to save money with enterprise car
rental
how to save money with enterprise car rental is a common goal for budget-conscious
travelers and business professionals alike. Fortunately, Enterprise Car Rental offers
numerous avenues for customers to reduce their overall rental costs without compromising
on quality or service. This comprehensive guide will delve into effective strategies, from
understanding booking nuances to leveraging loyalty programs and avoiding common
pitfalls. By implementing the advice within these sections, you can significantly decrease
your expenditure on your next Enterprise rental. We will explore seasonal discounts,
advance booking advantages, and how to choose the right vehicle to optimize your savings.
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Booking Strategies for Enterprise Savings
When aiming to save money with Enterprise Car Rental, the initial booking phase is
paramount. Proactive planning and a strategic approach can lead to substantial savings.
Consider the flexibility of your travel dates; sometimes shifting your rental by a day or two
can unlock significantly lower rates, especially during weekdays versus weekends.

Advance booking is often your best friend for securing competitive pricing. Enterprise, like
many rental companies, typically rewards customers who reserve their vehicles well in
advance. This allows you to lock in current rates before potential price fluctuations occur.
It's advisable to check the Enterprise website or app regularly for early bird specials or pre-
paid rates, which often come with a discount compared to walk-in or last-minute bookings.

The Benefits of Booking in Advance
Booking your Enterprise rental car weeks or even months ahead of your travel date can
yield considerable financial benefits. As demand for vehicles increases closer to the rental
period, prices tend to rise. By securing your reservation early, you bypass these peak-
season surcharges and ensure availability of the vehicle class you desire, often at a more
economical rate.

Comparing Rental Options and Locations
It's crucial to compare rates not only across different timeframes but also between various



Enterprise locations. Sometimes, renting from an airport location might be more
convenient, but off-airport branches can offer lower base rates due to reduced overhead.
Utilize Enterprise’s online booking engine to compare prices for your desired dates and
vehicle types across multiple branches in your travel area.

Last-Minute Deals and Flexibility
While advance booking is generally recommended, there can be opportunities for last-
minute savings if you have a flexible schedule. Rental companies sometimes offer
discounted rates on unsold inventory a few days before the rental period begins. This is a
gamble, however, and not a reliable strategy if you need a guaranteed vehicle.

Maximizing Discounts and Promotions
Enterprise actively offers a variety of discounts and promotional opportunities that can
significantly reduce the cost of your rental. Staying informed about these offers is key to
unlocking the best possible rates and making your rental more affordable.

Membership and Affiliation Discounts
Many organizations, professional associations, and membership clubs have partnered with
Enterprise to offer exclusive discounts to their members. This can include AAA, AARP,
Costco, and various alumni associations. Always check if your existing memberships qualify
for any special rates or benefits before you book.

Online Coupons and Promo Codes
Keep an eye out for online coupons and promotional codes. These can be found on the
Enterprise website itself, through travel deal websites, or via email newsletters. Applying
these codes at the time of booking can lead to instant savings, such as a percentage off the
daily rate or a fixed dollar amount reduction.

Seasonal Sales and Special Offers
Enterprise often runs seasonal sales and special offers. These promotions can be tied to
holidays, specific travel seasons (like summer vacation or winter getaways), or specific
destinations. Subscribing to Enterprise’s email list or regularly checking their “Deals”
section on their website can alert you to these limited-time offers.

Corporate and Business Travel Savings
For businesses and frequent corporate travelers, Enterprise offers corporate accounts that
can provide negotiated rates and volume discounts. If your company has an existing



account, ensure you use the designated booking channels to benefit from these pre-
arranged savings. Even if you are a small business owner or a regular business traveler,
inquiring about setting up a corporate account might be beneficial.

Understanding Rental Agreements and Fees
A significant portion of unexpected rental costs can arise from a lack of understanding
regarding the rental agreement and associated fees. Thoroughly reviewing the terms and
conditions can help you avoid costly surprises and make more informed decisions.

Base Rate vs. Total Cost
It's vital to distinguish between the advertised base rate of a rental and the total cost once
all taxes, fees, and surcharges are applied. The base rate is just one component. Always
look at the final price before confirming your reservation to get a true picture of your
expenditure.

Understanding Additional Driver Fees
If you plan on sharing the driving duties, be aware of the fees for additional drivers.
Enterprise typically charges a daily fee for each additional driver listed on the rental
agreement. If you anticipate needing this service, factor it into your budget. In some cases,
a spouse or domestic partner may be exempt from this fee, so check the specific policy for
your rental location.

Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) and Loss Damage
Waiver (LDW)
CDW and LDW are optional insurance products offered by rental companies. While they can
provide peace of mind, they often come with a significant daily charge. Before purchasing,
check your personal auto insurance policy and your credit card benefits, as these often
provide secondary or even primary coverage for rental car damage.

Airport Concession Fees and Other Surcharges
Rental cars picked up at airports often incur concession fees and airport access charges.
These are levied by the airport authority and can add a substantial amount to your bill. If
possible, consider renting from an off-airport location to bypass these specific fees, though
you will need to account for transportation to the rental branch.



Loyalty Programs and Corporate Accounts
Leveraging Enterprise's loyalty programs and corporate account structures can lead to
long-term savings and enhanced benefits for frequent renters.

The Enterprise Plus Rewards Program
Enterprise Plus is a free loyalty program that allows members to earn points on qualifying
rentals. These points can be redeemed for free rental days, providing a direct way to offset
future rental costs. The program also offers member-exclusive discounts and the ability to
bypass the counter at select locations.

Earning and Redeeming Rewards Points
As you accumulate points through qualifying rentals, you can redeem them for a free rental
day. The number of points required varies based on the redemption category, which is
linked to the demand and location of the desired rental. Maximizing your earnings by
renting during promotional periods or on eligible rental types can accelerate your reward
accumulation.

Benefits of Corporate and Business Accounts
For businesses that rent vehicles regularly, setting up a corporate account with Enterprise
can unlock negotiated rates, consolidated billing, and dedicated account management.
These accounts are designed to streamline the rental process and provide cost savings
through volume discounts and customized agreements.

Vehicle Selection and Add-on Choices
The type of vehicle you choose and the add-ons you select have a direct impact on your
rental expenses. Making smart choices here can lead to significant savings.

Choosing the Right Vehicle Size
Opt for a vehicle that best suits your needs. Renting an SUV when you only need a compact
car will inevitably cost more in terms of the daily rate and fuel consumption. Review the
passenger and luggage capacity requirements for your trip and select the smallest vehicle
that comfortably accommodates your party and gear.

Evaluating the Necessity of GPS and Satellite Radio
While convenient, GPS navigation systems and satellite radio subscriptions can add a daily
fee to your rental. If your smartphone has reliable navigation capabilities and you’re



comfortable using it, forgo the rental company’s GPS. Similarly, rely on your phone’s music
streaming or downloaded playlists rather than paying for satellite radio.

Understanding the Value of Rental Insurance
As mentioned earlier, thoroughly investigate your existing insurance coverage before
purchasing Enterprise’s Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) or Loss Damage Waiver (LDW).
Your personal auto insurance and credit card benefits may already cover damages, making
the rental company’s offering redundant and an unnecessary expense.

Tips for Saving on Fuel and Insurance
Beyond the base rental rate, fuel and insurance are two significant cost centers. Smart
strategies can mitigate these expenses.

Fuel Options and Refueling Strategies
Enterprise typically offers a fuel purchase option, where you can pre-pay for a full tank of
gas at a rate that may be higher than local stations. It is almost always more economical to
refuel the vehicle yourself before returning it. Check the fuel policy carefully; some rentals
require the car to be returned with a full tank, while others allow for partial refills. Ensure
you know the nearest gas stations to the return location.

Re-evaluating Insurance Needs
Before accepting any additional insurance products at the counter, take a moment to
confirm your existing coverage. Contact your insurance provider or credit card company to
understand what is covered. Many credit cards offer rental car insurance as a cardholder
benefit, often as secondary coverage, which can save you a considerable amount compared
to purchasing the rental company’s insurance.

The Impact of Rental Duration on Cost
Sometimes, extending your rental by an extra day or two can surprisingly decrease the
overall daily rate if the longer rental period falls into a different pricing tier. Conversely, if
you only need the car for a few days, avoid booking it for a full week if it means paying for
unused days at a higher cumulative cost.

Seasonal and Off-Peak Travel Advantages
Timing your travel can be a powerful tool for reducing rental car expenses with Enterprise.



Benefits of Renting During Off-Peak Seasons
Travel demand significantly influences rental car prices. During off-peak seasons, when
fewer people are traveling, rental companies like Enterprise often have more vehicles
available and consequently offer lower rates. Planning your trips outside of major holidays,
school breaks, and summer vacation periods can result in substantial savings.

Weekend vs. Weekday Rental Costs
Rental car prices can fluctuate dramatically between weekdays and weekends. Weekend
rentals, particularly during peak travel times, are often more expensive. If your travel plans
allow for flexibility, consider adjusting your rental pick-up and drop-off dates to capitalize on
potentially lower weekday rates. Sometimes, a weekend package deal might offer a slight
advantage, but this is not always the case.

Exploring Underrated Destinations
Visiting destinations that are not currently experiencing a tourism boom can also lead to
lower rental car prices. Less popular locations may have less competition for vehicles,
allowing Enterprise to offer more competitive rates. This also extends to the availability of
specific car classes, potentially allowing you to upgrade at a lower cost or find the exact
vehicle you need more readily.

FAQ

Q: How can I find the cheapest Enterprise car rental
deals?
A: To find the cheapest Enterprise car rental deals, start by booking your vehicle well in
advance of your travel dates. Compare prices across different Enterprise locations,
including off-airport branches. Look for online coupons, promo codes, and discounts
through membership affiliations like AAA or AARP. Signing up for Enterprise Plus Rewards
can also unlock member-exclusive offers and allow you to earn free rental days.

Q: Are there any hidden fees I should be aware of when
renting from Enterprise?
A: Yes, potential hidden fees include airport concession fees and surcharges, additional
driver fees, young driver surcharges (for renters under 25), optional insurance products like
CDW/LDW, and fuel purchase options that may be more expensive than refilling yourself.
Always review the rental agreement carefully and ask the rental agent to clarify any
charges you don't understand before signing.



Q: Does Enterprise offer discounts for students?
A: Enterprise sometimes offers discounts or promotional deals for students, particularly
through university partnerships or specific student programs. It's advisable to check the
Enterprise website or contact your university's transportation or student services
department to inquire about any available student discounts or promotions.

Q: How can I save money on fuel with an Enterprise
rental?
A: The most effective way to save money on fuel is to refuel the rental car yourself before
returning it to Enterprise. Avoid the fuel purchase option unless it's clearly more economical
for your specific rental duration and mileage. Ensure you return the vehicle with the same
fuel level as when you picked it up to avoid refueling charges, which are typically at a
premium rate.

Q: Is it cheaper to rent from an airport or an off-airport
Enterprise location?
A: Generally, off-airport Enterprise locations tend to be cheaper than airport locations.
Airport locations often have to pay additional concession fees and surcharges to the airport
authority, which are then passed on to the renter. While an off-airport location might
require a short taxi or rideshare to get to, the savings on the rental itself can often
outweigh this added transportation cost.

Q: How do Enterprise Plus Rewards help me save
money?
A: Enterprise Plus Rewards is a free loyalty program that allows you to earn points on
qualifying rentals. These points can then be redeemed for free rental days, effectively
saving you money on future rentals. The program also offers member-exclusive discounts,
special offers, and can sometimes allow you to bypass the counter for faster pick-up, saving
you time.

Q: Can I use my credit card insurance to avoid paying
for Enterprise's Collision Damage Waiver (CDW)?
A: In many cases, yes. Many credit cards offer rental car insurance as a benefit to
cardholders, which can act as secondary or even primary coverage for damages. Before
declining Enterprise's CDW, it is essential to contact your credit card company to confirm
the extent and terms of their rental car insurance coverage to ensure you are adequately
protected.



Q: When is the best time of year to rent a car from
Enterprise to save money?
A: The best time of year to rent a car from Enterprise to save money is during the off-peak
travel seasons. This typically includes periods outside of major holidays, school breaks, and
summer vacations. Traveling in late fall, winter (excluding holiday weeks), or early spring
can often result in lower rental rates due to decreased demand.
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