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How to Save Money on Gas Bills: A Comprehensive Guide

how to save money on gas bills is a pressing concern for many households,
especially as energy prices fluctuate. Understanding and implementing
effective strategies can lead to significant financial savings and a more
comfortable living environment. This comprehensive guide will delve into
various methods to reduce your natural gas consumption, from simple
behavioral changes and home maintenance to understanding your billing and
exploring advanced energy-saving technologies. We'll cover everything from
optimizing your heating system to improving your home's insulation and even
looking at renewable energy options. By adopting these practices, you can
take control of your energy expenses and contribute to a more sustainable
future.
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Understanding Your Gas Bill

To effectively reduce your gas bills, the first crucial step is to thoroughly
understand your monthly statement. Gas bills can often seem complex, with
various charges and consumption metrics. Familiarize yourself with terms like
therms or cubic feet, which represent your gas usage, and the billing period.
Identifying peak usage times and understanding how your consumption changes
seasonally will provide valuable insights into where your money is going.

Look for details on tiered pricing structures, where the cost per unit of gas
might increase after a certain consumption threshold. Some utility companies
also offer budget billing plans, which average your annual costs into
predictable monthly payments, smoothing out seasonal spikes. Understanding
these elements empowers you to make informed decisions about your energy
consumption and identify potential areas for savings.



Key Components of a Gas Bill

Your gas bill typically includes several key components. The most obvious is
the usage charge, calculated by multiplying your consumption (in therms or
cubic feet) by the price per unit. There might also be a customer charge, a
fixed daily or monthly fee regardless of your usage. Other potential charges
include delivery fees, taxes, and sometimes environmental surcharges or
administrative fees. Understanding each of these components can help you see
the full picture of your energy expenses.

Reading Your Meter and Usage Patterns

Knowing how to read your gas meter can be incredibly useful. While most
meters are now read remotely, understanding the dials or digital display
allows you to cross-reference with your bill and monitor your consumption in
real-time. This can help you identify unusual spikes in usage, which might
indicate a leak or an appliance running inefficiently. Analyzing your usage
patterns over different months and seasons will highlight when your gas
consumption is highest, typically during colder months for heating, and help
you pinpoint opportunities for reduction.

Optimizing Your Heating System

Your heating system is likely the largest contributor to your natural gas
bills, making its optimization a top priority. Regular maintenance, proper
usage, and strategic upgrades can all lead to substantial savings. Neglecting
your furnace or boiler can lead to decreased efficiency, increased energy
consumption, and even costly breakdowns.

The goal is to ensure your heating system is running as efficiently as
possible. This involves not only the unit itself but also the distribution
system, such as ducts or pipes. Ensuring these are in good condition and
properly insulated prevents heat loss before it even reaches your living
spaces, further contributing to lower gas bills.

Annual Furnace Maintenance

Schedule an annual professional tune-up for your furnace or boiler. A
qualified technician will inspect and clean the unit, check for any worn
parts, ensure proper combustion, and calibrate the thermostat. This
preventative maintenance not only improves efficiency but also extends the
lifespan of your heating system and helps prevent unexpected and expensive



repairs. A well-maintained system will operate more reliably and use less
energy to produce the same amount of heat.

Cleaning or Replacing Air Filters

A clogged air filter restricts airflow to your furnace, forcing it to work
harder and consume more energy. Check and clean or replace your furnace air
filter at least once every one to three months, depending on the filter type
and your household's conditions (e.g., pets, allergies). This simple task is
inexpensive and can significantly improve your heating system's efficiency
and indoor air quality.

Sealing Ductwork

If you have a forced-air heating system, leaky ductwork can be a major source
of wasted energy. Up to 20% of the heated air can escape through gaps,
cracks, and poorly connected ducts. Inspect your ductwork for any visible
damage and seal them with mastic sealant or metal-backed tape. Ensuring your
ducts are properly sealed and insulated means more of the heated air reaches
your intended living spaces, reducing the workload on your furnace and
lowering your gas bills.

Improving Home Insulation and Air Sealing

A well-insulated and air-sealed home acts like a thermos, keeping the heat in
during the winter and out during the summer. This significantly reduces the
demand on your heating system, leading to lower gas bills. Many homes,
particularly older ones, have insufficient insulation or leaks that allow
conditioned air to escape and unconditioned air to enter.

Addressing these issues is a fundamental step in energy conservation. While
some insulation projects can be DIY, others might require professional
expertise. However, the long-term savings on your energy bills often make
these investments worthwhile.

Attic and Wall Insulation

The attic is a common area for significant heat loss. Ensure you have
adequate insulation in your attic, as recommended by local building codes or
energy efficiency guidelines. If your insulation is old, settled, or
insufficient, consider adding more. Similarly, check the insulation in your



walls. While insulating existing walls can be more challenging, techniques
like blown-in insulation can be effective.

Sealing Air Leaks

Air leaks can occur around windows, doors, electrical outlets, plumbing
penetrations, and attic hatches. Use caulk and weatherstripping to seal these
gaps. Pay close attention to areas where different building materials meet.
Identifying and sealing these leaks prevents drafts and stops heated air from
escaping your home, directly impacting your gas consumption.

Energy-Efficient Windows and Doors

Older, single-pane windows and poorly sealed doors are significant sources of
heat loss. If your budget allows, consider upgrading to double or triple-
pane, energy-efficient windows and insulated doors. If replacement isn't
feasible, using heavy curtains or insulating window films during colder
months can help reduce heat loss and drafts.

Smart Thermostat Usage

A smart thermostat offers a sophisticated approach to managing your home's
heating, allowing for greater control and automation to optimize energy
usage. These devices learn your habits and can automatically adjust the
temperature based on your schedule, significantly reducing wasted energy when
your home is unoccupied or when you're asleep.

Beyond simple programming, many smart thermostats connect to your home's Wi-
Fi, allowing you to control them remotely via a smartphone app. This provides
ultimate flexibility and peace of mind, ensuring you're not heating an empty
house. Investing in a smart thermostat is an excellent way to take a
proactive stance on reducing your gas bills.

Programmable Thermostats

Even a basic programmable thermostat can make a difference. Set it to lower
the temperature when you're asleep or away from home. A common recommendation
is to set the thermostat back 7-10 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 8 hours a
day. This simple adjustment can save up to 10% annually on heating and
cooling costs. Ensure you create a schedule that aligns with your family's
lifestyle.



Learning Thermostats

Smart, learning thermostats go a step further. They observe your manual
adjustments and daily routines to automatically create a personalized heating
and cooling schedule. Many also feature sensors that can detect occupancy,
further optimizing temperature settings. The ability to adjust the
temperature remotely via an app means you can turn down the heat if you
unexpectedly leave work early or pre-heat your home before you arrive.

Understanding Thermostat Settings

It's crucial to understand the difference between "hold" and "program" modes
on your thermostat. The "hold" function overrides the programmed schedule,
which can lead to wasted energy if not used intentionally. Stick to the
programmed schedule or use the remote features of a smart thermostat for
maximum savings. Experimenting with slightly lower temperature settings and
wearing warmer clothing indoors can also contribute to significant savings.

Water Heating Efficiency

Your water heater is another significant consumer of natural gas. Making it
more efficient and using hot water more judiciously can lead to noticeable
reductions in your monthly bills. Many homeowners overlook this appliance,
but its impact on energy usage is substantial.

From the temperature setting to the age and maintenance of the unit, several
factors influence how much gas your water heater consumes. Implementing a few
key strategies can optimize its performance and lower your gas expenses.

Lowering Water Heater Temperature

Most water heaters are set to 140 degrees Fahrenheit by default. For most
households, 120 degrees Fahrenheit is sufficient and safer, reducing the risk
of scalding. Lowering the thermostat by 20 degrees can save 3-5% on your
water heating costs. Check your owner's manual for instructions on how to
adjust the temperature dial.

Insulating Your Water Heater

Older water heaters, or those located in unheated spaces, can lose a lot of



heat through their tanks. Installing an insulating blanket designed for water
heaters can reduce heat loss by up to 45%, leading to significant energy
savings. Ensure the blanket is installed correctly and does not obstruct the
vents or the temperature/pressure relief valve.

Reducing Hot Water Usage

The less hot water you use, the less gas your water heater will consume.
Simple changes, such as taking shorter showers, washing clothes in cold water
whenever possible, and fixing leaky faucets (a hot water leak wastes both
water and energy), can all contribute to lower gas bills. Installing low-flow
showerheads and aerators on faucets also reduces hot water consumption
without sacrificing performance.

Tankless Water Heaters

While a larger upfront investment, tankless water heaters heat water on
demand, meaning they don't store and continuously heat a large volume of
water. This makes them significantly more energy-efficient than traditional
tank water heaters, offering substantial long-term savings on gas bills. They
also have a longer lifespan and provide an endless supply of hot water.

Appliance Efficiency and Usage

Beyond heating and water heating, other gas appliances in your home
contribute to your overall consumption. Paying attention to the efficiency
and usage of your stove, oven, dryer, and any other gas-powered appliances
can unlock further savings.

Choosing energy-efficient models when purchasing new appliances and adopting
mindful usage habits are key to minimizing their impact on your gas bills.
Even small adjustments in how you use these appliances can add up to
considerable savings over time.

Energy-Efficient Gas Stoves and Ovens

When purchasing new gas appliances, look for the ENERGY STAR label, which
indicates that the product meets strict energy efficiency guidelines set by
the EPA. ENERGY STAR certified gas ovens and stoves are designed to use less
gas while still providing excellent performance. Proper maintenance, such as
cleaning burner grates and ensuring the flame is blue and even, also



contributes to efficient operation.

Gas Dryer Efficiency

Gas dryers consume a considerable amount of energy. To maximize efficiency:

Clean the lint filter after every load. A clogged filter restricts
airflow and makes the dryer work harder.

Ensure the dryer vent is clear of obstructions and properly connected.

Dry full loads, but avoid overloading.

Consider line-drying clothes when weather permits.

Use the moisture sensor settings on your dryer, which automatically shut
off the machine when clothes are dry, preventing over-drying and wasted
energy.

Using Appliances Mindfully

Mindful usage of all gas appliances is paramount. For your gas stove, use
burners that are appropriately sized for your pots and pans. Use lids on pots
to trap heat and cook food faster. When using your oven, avoid opening the
door unnecessarily, as this allows a significant amount of heat to escape.
Consider using smaller appliances like microwaves or toaster ovens for
smaller cooking tasks, as they often use less energy.

Behavioral Changes for Gas Savings

While technological upgrades and home improvements are highly effective,
simple changes in your daily habits can also contribute significantly to
lowering your gas bills. These behavioral adjustments are often free to
implement and can be easily integrated into your routine, making them
sustainable long-term strategies for energy conservation.

Embracing a more energy-conscious lifestyle involves being mindful of your
consumption and making small but impactful choices. These conscious
decisions, when collectively applied, can lead to substantial reductions in
your natural gas usage and, consequently, your monthly expenses.



Dress for the Weather Indoors

One of the simplest and most effective ways to save on heating is to dress
warmly indoors. Wear sweaters, long sleeves, and warm socks, and use blankets
when relaxing. This allows you to comfortably lower your thermostat by a few
degrees without sacrificing comfort, leading to significant energy savings.

Utilize Natural Light and Heat

During daylight hours in winter, open curtains and blinds on south-facing
windows to allow sunlight to naturally warm your home. This passive solar
heating can reduce the need for your furnace to run as often. Conversely,
close curtains and blinds at night to help retain the warmth inside.

Regularly Monitor Usage

Make a habit of checking your gas meter or your utility company's online
portal regularly. This awareness helps you understand how your actions impact
your consumption and allows you to identify any anomalies quickly.
Recognizing patterns and understanding your real-time usage can empower you
to make more informed decisions about your energy habits.

Exploring Renewable Energy Options

For those looking for more significant long-term solutions and a commitment
to sustainability, exploring renewable energy options can dramatically reduce
or even eliminate reliance on natural gas for heating and hot water. While
these options often require a substantial initial investment, they can offer
considerable savings over their lifespan and contribute to a cleaner
environment.

The landscape of renewable energy is constantly evolving, with new
technologies and incentives becoming available. Researching local options and
understanding the potential benefits for your specific situation is a
worthwhile endeavor for those seeking ultimate control over their energy
consumption and bills.

Solar Water Heating

Solar water heating systems use the sun's energy to heat water. These systems



can significantly reduce the amount of natural gas needed to heat your water,
especially in sunnier climates. While they require an initial investment,
they can pay for themselves over time through lower energy bills and
potential tax credits or rebates.

Geothermal Heating and Cooling

Geothermal systems utilize the stable temperature of the earth to provide
heating and cooling. They are highly efficient and can drastically reduce or
eliminate the need for natural gas for both heating and cooling purposes.
Although the installation cost is high, geothermal systems offer very low
operating costs and a long lifespan.

Purchasing Renewable Energy Credits (RECs)

Some utility companies offer programs where you can opt to purchase renewable
energy credits. This means that a portion of your energy consumption is
offset by renewable energy generated elsewhere. While this doesn't directly
reduce your natural gas bill if your heating system is gas-powered, it's a
way to support renewable energy and reduce your overall carbon footprint.

FAQ

Q: How often should I have my furnace inspected and
serviced to ensure it's running efficiently?
A: It is highly recommended to have your furnace or boiler professionally
inspected and serviced annually, typically before the start of the heating
season. This regular maintenance ensures the system is operating at peak
efficiency, helps prevent costly breakdowns, and can extend the lifespan of
your equipment.

Q: What is the most effective way to reduce my gas
bill in the short term?
A: The most effective short-term strategies involve behavioral changes and
simple home improvements. This includes dressing warmer indoors to lower your
thermostat, sealing obvious air leaks around windows and doors with caulk and
weatherstripping, and cleaning or replacing your furnace air filter
regularly.



Q: Is it better to set my thermostat at a constant
temperature or to program setbacks?
A: For maximum savings, programming setbacks is generally more effective.
Lowering the temperature by 7-10 degrees Fahrenheit when you are asleep or
away from home can lead to substantial savings. Smart thermostats automate
this process effectively.

Q: How much can I expect to save by lowering my
water heater temperature from 140°F to 120°F?
A: Lowering your water heater temperature from 140°F to 120°F can typically
save you between 3% to 5% on your water heating costs. This is a simple
adjustment that can lead to noticeable savings over time, and it also reduces
the risk of scalding.

Q: What are some common signs of a gas leak that I
should be aware of?
A: Signs of a gas leak can include a rotten egg or sulfur smell, hissing or
blowing sounds near a gas line or appliance, dead vegetation on or around a
gas pipe, or visible damage to a gas line. If you suspect a gas leak,
evacuate the area immediately and call your gas utility company from a safe
location.

Q: Are there any government rebates or tax credits
available for energy-efficient upgrades that can
help lower the cost of saving money on gas bills?
A: Yes, many governments and local utility companies offer rebates, tax
credits, and incentives for installing energy-efficient appliances,
insulation, and HVAC systems. It is advisable to research programs available
in your specific area, as these can significantly reduce the upfront cost of
making energy-saving upgrades.
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SAVE - USCIS SAVE is an online service for registered federal, state, territorial, tribal, and local
government agencies to verify immigration status and naturalized/acquired U.S. citizenship of
applicants
SAVE CaseCheck - USCIS   Visit our SAVE Verification Response Time page for more information
on our current processing times. CaseCheck lets benefit applicants check the status of their SAVE
SAVE - Agreement The SAVE Program is an intergovernmental initiative that aids participating
benefit-granting agencies in determining an applicant’s immigration status, thereby helping to
ensure that only
Guide to Understanding SAVE Verification Responses - USCIS Systematic Alien Verification
for Entitlements (SAVE) is a service that helps federal, state, and local benefit-issuing agencies,



institutions, and licensing agencies determine the immigration
Verification Process - USCIS   SAVE accepts a Social Security number (SSN) to create a case and
complete initial automated verification only. An immigration enumerator is required for additional
manual
Sign In - USCIS Login.gov is a sign in service that offers secure and private access to SAVE. Learn
how to migrate your account to Login.gov. Already migrated? SSA Employee? If you are an employee
of the
SAVE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster rescue, deliver, redeem, ransom, reclaim, save
mean to set free from confinement or danger. rescue implies freeing from imminent danger by
prompt or vigorous action
SAVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary SAVE definition: 1. to stop someone or
something from being killed, injured, or destroyed: 2. to keep someone from. Learn more
Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program   SAVE is a fee-based inter-
governmental initiative designed to help federal, state, tribal, and local government agencies
confirm citizenship and immigration status prior to
Save - definition of save by The Free Dictionary 1. to rescue from danger or possible harm or
loss. 2. to keep safe, intact, or unhurt; safeguard: God save the United States. 3. to keep from being
lost: tried to save the game. 4. to avoid the
SAVE - USCIS SAVE is an online service for registered federal, state, territorial, tribal, and local
government agencies to verify immigration status and naturalized/acquired U.S. citizenship of
applicants
SAVE CaseCheck - USCIS   Visit our SAVE Verification Response Time page for more information
on our current processing times. CaseCheck lets benefit applicants check the status of their SAVE
SAVE - Agreement The SAVE Program is an intergovernmental initiative that aids participating
benefit-granting agencies in determining an applicant’s immigration status, thereby helping to
ensure that only
Guide to Understanding SAVE Verification Responses - USCIS Systematic Alien Verification
for Entitlements (SAVE) is a service that helps federal, state, and local benefit-issuing agencies,
institutions, and licensing agencies determine the immigration
Verification Process - USCIS   SAVE accepts a Social Security number (SSN) to create a case and
complete initial automated verification only. An immigration enumerator is required for additional
manual
TLauncher — Download Minecraft Launcher There are not so many good Minecraft launchers
nowadays, and yet they exist – TLauncher being one of them. The launcher is complete with all the
available game versions from the
TLauncher para Windows - Baixe gratuitamente na Uptodown TLauncher é um iniciador para
Minecraft que permite que você jogue qualquer versão do jogo - desde as primeiras alfas públicas
lançadas em 2010 até a versão mais recente disponível,
Tutorial Atualizado! Como Baixar e Instalar o TLauncher no Se você quer aprender a utilizar o
TLauncher ai no seu computador você clicou no vídeo certo!
Como Baixar e Instalar o TLauncher no Seu Computador Agora você sabe como baixar, instalar
e configurar o TLauncher para jogar Minecraft em seu computador. Com o TLauncher, você pode
escolher a versão que deseja jogar, instalar mods
Tlauncher: O Melhor Launcher de Minecraft no Brasil - MDBF O que é o TLauncher?
TLauncher é uma plataforma de launcher (iniciador) gratuita que permite aos usuários rodar versões
personalizadas do Minecraft, incluindo o oficial, versões
Installing TLauncher on Windows Many people use TLauncher on Windows, so on this page you
can find information related to the launcher on this operating system
Tlauncher é seguro? Saiba se baixar Minecraft com o programa   O Tlauncher nada mais é do
que uma versão "crackeada" de Minecraft que permite jogar sem pagar. Em outras palavras, é uma
versão pirateada do jogo da Mojang



Remuneração dos Depósitos de Poupança - Banco Central do   De acordo com a legislação
atual (*), a remuneração dos depósitos de poupança é composta de duas parcelas: 70% da meta da
taxa Selic ao ano, mensalizada, vigente na data
Tabela de rentabilidade mensal da cardeneta de poupança Tabela com as rentabilidades
mensais da cardeneta de poupança publicadas até setembro de 2025 pelo Banco Central, dividida
em 3 colunas, sendo: (i) a rentabilidade válida num dado
Poupança: Tabela completa de rendimento por dia 6 days ago  Consulte os valores diários da
Poupança e todo o seu histórico, tanto da regra antiga de cálculo de rendimentos quanto da regra
nova
Poupança Diária - Portal de Finanças - Rendimentos de 2024 O período de rendimento é o mês
corrido, a partir da data de aniversário da conta de depósito de poupança, para os depósitos de
pessoas físicas e de entidades sem fins lucrativos. Para os
Poupança - Painel de Indices Tabela do Poupança acumulado do perído de 09/2024 a 08/2025
Copiar Dados Exportar CSV Pesquisar outro período Gráfico Poupança mensal do perído de 09/2024
a 08/2025
Calculadora do rendimento da poupança - iDinheiro O cálculo de rendimento da poupança deve
ser feito levando em consideração a regra atual que usa a Taxa Selic para determinar como a
caderneta será remunerada. Se você investir R$
Banco Central do Brasil   A remuneração dos depósitos de poupança é calculada sobre o menor
saldo de cada período de rendimento. O período de rendimento é o mês corrido, a partir da data de
నైనిక బెల్లీ డ్యాన్స్.. బుల్లి బట్టల్లో హారిక.. దీప్తి   దీప్తి సునయన View this post on
Instagram A post shared by దీప్తి సునైన �� (@deepthi_sunaina)
Deepthi Sunaina - Latest News in Telugu, Photos, Videos, Today   Deepthi Sunaina Shares
Emotional Video With Her Father After Breakup With Shannu : దీప్తి సునయన-షణ్ముఖ్ల బ్రేకప్
స్టోరి ఇప్పటికీ
Deepthi Sunaina: మరో సారి ప్రేమలో పడ్డ దీప్తి   Deepthi Sunaina: సోషల్ మీడియా ఫాలో
అయ్యేవారికి దీప్తి పేరును కొత్తగా పరిచయం చేయాల్సిన అవసరం లేదు
Change is uncomfortable but necessary, Says Deepthi Sunaina.   Change is uncomfortable but
necessary, Says Deepthi Sunaina. Audience want to know about that change. Is it about Shanmukh
Jaswanth? | Deepthi Sunaina: దీప్తీ
టైట్ ఫిట్లో దీప్తి సునైనా అరాచకం.   bigg boss contestant Deepthi Sunaina is trending on social
media with her hot photos. her recenet video is going viral on Instagram . బిగ్బాస్ కంటెస్టెంట్
దీప్తి సునైన 's Instagram Statistics - Social Blade View the daily Instagram analytics of దీప్తి
సునైన �� and track progress charts, view future predictions, related channels, and track realtime
live follower counts
దీప్తి సునైన (@deepthi_sunaina) Net Worth Discover దీప్తి సునైన ��’s (@deepthi_sunaina) net
worth and earnings. In the last 7 days: $12,400–16,980, last 30 days: $49,600–67,920. For more
insights on దీప్తి
Deepthi Sunaina: కొత్తకారు కొన్న దీప్తి సునయన.   Deepthi Sunaina: కొత్తకారు కొన్న దీప్తి
సునయన.. ప్రత్యేకతలు ఏంటో తెలుసా.. యూట్యూబ్లో షార్ట్ ఫిల్మ్స్
Deepthi Sunaina: కుర్రకారుకు బిగ్ బాస్ బ్యూటీ దీప్తి సునైన   Deepthi Sunaina: కుర్రకారుకు
బిగ్ బాస్ బ్యూటీ దీప్తి సునైన గ్లామర్ ట్రీట్ మైండ్ బ్లాక్ చేస్తున్న హాట్ లుక్, వైరల్
Deepthi Sunaina Shanmukh : షణ్ముఖ్ దగ్గరవ్వాలని అనుకున్నా దీప్తి సునైన   Deepthi Sunaina
Shanmukh : యూట్యూబ్ ద్వారా తెలుగు ప్రేక్షకులకు పరిచయం అయ్యి సినిమా స్టార్స్ రేంజ్ లో
స్టార్
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8 Expert-Approved Ways to Immediately Lower Your Utility Bills (CNET4mon) One of the
simplest ways to reduce your electricity bill is to adjust your thermostat. According to the
Department of Energy, you can save as much as 10% on your heating and cooling costs by adjusting
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Lower Your Utility Bills With These 8 Expert-Approved Tips and Tricks (CNET5mon) Here are
eight steps you can take to start saving electricity, gas, water -- and cash. For additional money-
saving tips, check out more on how to weatherstrip your home to save on bills and a simple
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Experts reveal 4 ways to lower energy use at home and save money on bills (1d) As summer
turns to autumn, thoughts inevitably turn to the colder months and the perennial challenge of
keeping homes warm
Experts reveal 4 ways to lower energy use at home and save money on bills (1d) As summer
turns to autumn, thoughts inevitably turn to the colder months and the perennial challenge of
keeping homes warm
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(clickondetroit.com1mon) DETROIT – As summer temperatures begin to dip, many DTE customers
may notice changes in their energy bills. To maximize your dollar, DTE explains how now is the time
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