best 1fttt alternatives for smart home

Understanding the Need for IFTTT Alternatives
for Smart Homes

best ifttt alternatives for smart home are becoming increasingly crucial for
users looking to enhance their connected living experiences beyond the
capabilities of a single platform. While IFTTT (If This Then That)
revolutionized smart home automation with its simple applet-based approach,
its limitations in terms of functionality, speed, and advanced features have
led many users to seek more robust solutions. This article delves into the
landscape of top IFTTT alternatives, exploring their unique strengths,
integrations, and suitability for various smart home setups. We will examine
how these platforms offer deeper customization, better performance, and
broader device compatibility, empowering users to create truly intelligent
and seamless automations.

Table of Contents

e Why Look for IFTTT Alternatives?

Key Features to Consider in Smart Home Automation Platforms

Top IFTTT Alternatives for Smart Home Automation

Home Assistant: The Open-Source Powerhouse

Hubitat Elevation: Local Control and Advanced Automation

Zapier: Business-Oriented Automation with Smart Home Capabilities

Rachio: Smart Watering with Automation Beyond Irrigation

Voice Assistants as Automation Hubs (Alexa, Google Assistant)
e Other Notable Smart Home Automation Tools

e Choosing the Right Alternative for Your Needs

Why Look for IFTTT Alternatives?

IFTTT has long been a go-to for users wanting to connect different smart



devices and services through simple, trigger-and-action applets. However, as
the smart home ecosystem has grown more complex, certain limitations of IFTTT
have become apparent. One of the primary reasons users seek alternatives is
the introduction of Pro tiers and the potential for increased reliance on
cloud services, which can introduce latency and privacy concerns.
Furthermore, the free tier's limitations on the number of applets and query
speeds can hinder more sophisticated automation strategies. Users often find
themselves bumping against the ceiling of what IFTTT can achieve, especially
when dealing with multiple devices or requiring more granular control and
real-time responsiveness.

Another significant factor driving the search for alternatives is the desire
for more powerful and flexible automation logic. IFTTT's "If This Then That"
structure, while intuitive, is inherently limited in its ability to handle
complex conditional logic, multiple triggers, or elaborate sequences of
actions. For users with extensive smart home setups, integrating devices that
don't natively support IFTTT, or demanding faster execution times, these
limitations become increasingly frustrating. The need for local control,
which ensures automations function even without an internet connection, is
also a major driver for exploring alternative platforms that prioritize this
feature.

Key Features to Consider in Smart Home
Automation Platforms

When evaluating the best IFTTT alternatives for your smart home, several key
features should be at the forefront of your decision-making process. The
breadth and depth of device and service integrations are paramount; a
platform that supports your existing devices and anticipates future additions
will offer the most seamless experience. Look for compatibility with popular
smart home ecosystems like Zigbee, Z-Wave, Wi-Fi, and Bluetooth, as well as
specific brands you rely on.

Another critical aspect is the complexity of automation rules that can be
created. Advanced platforms offer robust rule engines that allow for complex
conditional logic, multiple triggers, variables, and scripting. This level of
control is essential for creating truly personalized and sophisticated smart
home routines. Additionally, consider the importance of local versus cloud-
based processing. Local control offers enhanced privacy, speed, and
reliability, as automations can run without an internet connection. Security
is also a non-negotiable factor, with platforms requiring strong encryption
and clear privacy policies.

Other features to consider include:

e User interface and ease of use: A well-designed interface can make
complex automations accessible.

e Community support and documentation: An active community can provide
valuable assistance and inspiration.



e Mobile app functionality: A comprehensive mobile app is crucial for
monitoring and managing your smart home on the go.

e API access and developer tools: For advanced users, the ability to
integrate custom solutions or develop new integrations can be highly
beneficial.

e Cost and subscription models: Understand the pricing structure and
whether there are recurring fees for advanced features or higher usage
limits.

Top IFTTT Alternatives for Smart Home
Automation

The market offers a diverse range of solutions for smart home automation,
each with its own strengths and target audience. These alternatives often
provide more granular control, faster execution, and a wider array of
integration options than IFTTT. Whether you're a beginner looking for a
slight upgrade or an advanced user seeking ultimate customization, there's a
platform designed to meet your needs. Let's explore some of the most
prominent and effective IFTTT alternatives available today, focusing on their
unique features and how they empower users to build more intelligent and
responsive smart homes.

Home Assistant: The Open-Source Powerhouse

For the technically inclined and those who crave ultimate control, Home
Assistant stands out as a leading IFTTT alternative. This open-source
platform is renowned for its vast integration capabilities, supporting
thousands of devices and services right out of the box. Its strength lies in
its local control architecture, meaning most automations run directly on your
network, offering superior speed, reliability, and privacy. Home Assistant's
automation engine is incredibly powerful, allowing for intricate logic,
custom scripting with YAML, and a visual editor for simpler routines.

Setting up Home Assistant typically involves installing it on a dedicated
device like a Raspberry Pi or a small server. The learning curve can be
steeper than with simpler platforms, but the rewards are immense. Users can
create complex scenarios, such as having lights gradually brighten based on
sunset times, integrating weather data into heating controls, or triggering
actions based on sensor readings with millisecond precision. The active and
passionate community contributes a wealth of custom integrations,
troubleshooting tips, and inspiration for new automations.

Key benefits of Home Assistant include:

e Extensive device support (Zigbee, Z-Wave, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and more).



Local control for enhanced speed, reliability, and privacy.

Powerful and flexible automation engine with scripting capabilities.

Vast community support and a wealth of custom integrations.

No vendor lock-in or mandatory subscriptions for core functionality.

Hubitat Elevation: Local Control and Advanced
Automation

Hubitat Elevation is another compelling option for those seeking a robust,
local-control-focused smart home hub. Unlike many cloud-dependent systems,
Hubitat processes automations directly on its dedicated hardware, ensuring
that your smart home functions even when your internet connection is down.
This focus on local processing not only enhances reliability but also
significantly boosts response times, making your automations feel snappier
and more immediate.

Hubitat supports a wide range of devices using protocols like Zigbee and Z-
Wave, making it a great central hub for managing a diverse array of smart
lights, sensors, locks, and more. Its automation engine, known as Rule
Machine, is highly regarded for its power and flexibility. It allows users to
create sophisticated automations with multiple conditions, triggers, and
actions, going far beyond the simple applets offered by IFTTT. The platform
also includes a built-in dashboard for easy monitoring and control, and its
mobile app provides remote access and notifications.

Hubitat's advantages include:

e Prioritizes local processing for speed, reliability, and privacy.

Supports a broad range of Zigbee and Z-Wave devices.

Offers a powerful and flexible automation rule engine.

No cloud subscription fees for core functionality.

Regular firmware updates introducing new features and improving
performance.

Zapier: Business-Oriented Automation with Smart Home
Capabilities

While Zapier is primarily known as a powerful business automation tool for
connecting web applications, it also offers a surprisingly capable pathway



for smart home automation, especially for users who already leverage it for
other tasks. Zapier works by creating "Zaps," which are automated workflows
connecting different apps and services. Its strength lies in its incredibly
broad integration library, which includes many smart home devices and
platforms, as well as a vast array of other online services.

Zapier's approach to smart home automation often involves using one service
or device as a trigger and another as an action. For instance, a Zap could be
set up to turn on your smart lights when a specific email arrives in your
inbox, or to send you a notification when your smart security camera detects
motion. While it doesn't typically offer the deep, complex local automations
that Home Assistant or Hubitat provide, Zapier excels at bridging the gap
between your smart home and the wider digital world. Its intuitive interface
makes it accessible for users who may not be deeply technical.

Consider Zapier for:

e Integrating smart home devices with cloud-based services and
productivity apps.

e Creating complex workflows involving multiple online platforms.
e Users already familiar with Zapier for business automation.

e A simpler approach to connecting disparate smart home components.

Rachio: Smart Watering with Automation Beyond
Irrigation

Rachio is a prime example of a specialized smart home product that offers
automation capabilities extending beyond its primary function. Known for its
intelligent sprinkler controllers, Rachio leverages weather data, soil
moisture sensors, and user-defined schedules to optimize lawn watering.
However, its platform also allows for integrations with other smart home
systems, enabling a more cohesive automated environment. Rachio's app
provides a sophisticated interface for managing watering schedules and can be
used to create automations that interact with other devices.

For instance, you can set up automations where Rachio's system adjusts
watering based on local weather forecasts or even integrates with other smart
home platforms to adjust based on occupancy or other environmental factors.
This specialized focus on intelligent automation within its domain makes
Rachio a powerful component in a smart home, and its ability to connect with
platforms like Alexa and Google Assistant further enhances its role. While
not a universal hub, it offers deep, smart automation within its niche and
can be a valuable part of a larger connected ecosystem.

Rachio is ideal for:

e Optimizing outdoor watering with intelligent, data-driven schedules.



e Integrating outdoor smarts with indoor home automation systems.
e Users who want advanced control over their irrigation system.

e Leveraging weather data to inform home automation decisions.

Voice Assistants as Automation Hubs (Alexa, Google
Assistant)

Amazon Alexa and Google Assistant have evolved significantly from simple
voice command interfaces to becoming central hubs for smart home automation.
Both platforms allow users to create routines, which are essentially custom
sequences of actions triggered by a voice command, a specific time, or an
event from a connected device. While their automation capabilities might not
reach the extreme complexity of dedicated hubs like Home Assistant, they
offer a user-friendly and accessible way to automate a wide range of smart
home devices.

The advantage of using voice assistants as automation hubs lies in their
widespread adoption and extensive compatibility with smart home devices.
Millions of users already have an Alexa-enabled speaker or Google Nest
device, making it easy to start automating without additional hardware
purchases. You can create routines like "Good Morning," which turns on your
lights, starts your smart coffee maker, and reads you the news. Similarly,
"Good Night" routines can turn off lights, lock doors, and adjust the
thermostat. Both platforms integrate with IFTTT, but they also offer
increasingly powerful native automation features that often supersede the
need for IFTTT for many common tasks.

Key features of voice assistant automation:

e Intuitive voice command triggering for routines.

Easy-to-use mobile app interfaces for routine creation.

Broad compatibility with a vast array of smart home devices.

Integration with other smart home services for expanded functionality.

Free to use for basic automation features.

Other Notable Smart Home Automation Tools

Beyond the most prominent platforms, several other tools and services offer
unique approaches to smart home automation, catering to specific needs or
offering alternative philosophies. These can be excellent additions to your



smart home ecosystem, often complementing a primary hub or providing
specialized functionalities. Exploring these options can unlock new
possibilities for customization and integration, helping you achieve a truly
intelligent living space. Each of these tools brings its own set of
advantages, from specialized hardware integrations to unique software-based
solutions.

One such category includes dedicated controllers like those from brands such
as Samsung SmartThings, which offers a platform that bridges cloud and local
control with a good balance of usability and power. While it has seen changes
in its product line over the years, it remains a viable option for many
users. Another area to consider is the growing number of DIY-focused software
solutions that might not be as comprehensive as Home Assistant but offer
specific advantages for certain integrations or operating systems.
Furthermore, some smart device manufacturers offer their own robust
ecosystems and automation engines that can be quite powerful if you are
invested in their specific product lines, though this can lead to vendor
lock-in.

Consider exploring:

e Samsung SmartThings: A versatile hub with good device compatibility.

e Manufacturer-specific ecosystems (e.g., Philips Hue, Aqara) for deep
integration within those brands.

e Specialized automation software that might integrate with existing hubs.

e Open-source projects that focus on niche automation tasks.

Choosing the Right Alternative for Your Needs

Selecting the best IFTTT alternative for your smart home ultimately depends
on your individual priorities, technical expertise, and the devices you own.
If your primary concern is privacy and you desire complete control over your
automations and data, Home Assistant or Hubitat Elevation are likely your top
choices. These platforms offer unparalleled customization and local
processing, empowering you to build complex and reliable systems without
relying on cloud servers. Their steeper learning curves are often a
worthwhile trade-off for the advanced capabilities they unlock.

For users who want to connect their smart home to a wider array of cloud
services and productivity tools, or for those already invested in business
automation, Zapier presents a compelling solution. It excels at bridging the
digital and physical worlds, allowing for intricate workflows that involve
online applications. If your smart home is heavily reliant on voice commands
and you prefer a simple, intuitive interface, leveraging Alexa or Google
Assistant for routine creation is an excellent starting point. These voice
assistants provide a low barrier to entry and can handle many common
automation needs effectively.



To make the best choice, consider the following:

e Your technical comfort level: Are you comfortable with coding and server
management, or do you prefer a user-friendly graphical interface?

e The devices you own: Ensure your chosen platform supports your current
and future smart home devices.

e Your budget: Some platforms require hardware investment, while others
are free or have subscription models.

e Your primary automation goals: Are you focused on complex logic, quick
responses, or integrating with external services?












Q: What are the main advantages of using local
control alternatives to IFTTT?

A: The main advantages of using local control alternatives to IFTTT include
enhanced privacy, as your data and automation logic are processed within your
home network, not on external servers. Local control also significantly
improves speed and reliability, as automations can run even if your internet
connection is down, and response times are generally much faster due to the
absence of cloud latency.

Q: Is Home Assistant difficult to set up for
beginners?

A: Home Assistant has a reputation for having a steeper learning curve than
IFTTT. While the core installation can be straightforward, configuring
complex automations, managing integrations, and understanding its underlying
YAML configuration can require a willingness to learn and experiment.
However, the active community provides extensive documentation and support,
making it accessible to determined beginners.

Q: Can I use Zapier to control my smart lights?

A: Yes, Zapier can be used to control smart lights, provided that your smart
lighting system or its associated app is supported by Zapier. You can create
Zaps that trigger your lights based on events from other connected apps or
services, such as receiving a specific email, a change in weather, or a
social media notification.

Q: Are voice assistants like Alexa and Google
Assistant truly IFTTT alternatives, or do they work
with IFTTT?

A: Voice assistants like Alexa and Google Assistant can function as IFTTT
alternatives by offering their own native routine-creation capabilities.
These routines allow you to build custom automations directly within their
ecosystems. While they can also integrate with IFTTT to expand their
functionality, their built-in automation features are increasingly robust and
can often replace the need for IFTTT for many common smart home tasks.

Q: What is the difference between cloud-based and
local control smart home automation?

A: Cloud-based smart home automation relies on external servers for
processing commands and running automations. This means your smart home
devices communicate with the cloud, and the cloud then sends instructions



back. Local control, on the other hand, processes automations directly on a
hub or device within your home network. This offers better privacy, speed,
and reliability, as it is not dependent on an internet connection or external
server uptime.

Q: Is Hubitat Elevation a good option for users who
want to avoid cloud subscriptions?

A: Yes, Hubitat Elevation is an excellent option for users who want to avoid
cloud subscriptions. Its core philosophy is to provide local control for all
automations and device management, meaning you do not need a recurring
subscription to access its full functionality. The initial purchase of the
Hubitat Elevation hardware is typically all that is required.

Q: How do I choose between Home Assistant and
Hubitat Elevation?

A: The choice between Home Assistant and Hubitat Elevation often comes down
to your preference for open-source flexibility versus a more polished,
hardware-centric solution. Home Assistant offers unparalleled customization
and a vast array of community-developed integrations, but requires more
technical effort. Hubitat Elevation provides a more integrated hardware
solution with a powerful, yet slightly more user-friendly, automation engine
and strong support for Zigbee and Z-Wave devices, with a focus on local
control.
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best ifttt alternatives for smart home: Smart Home Cathy Young, Michael Stanton Young,
2018-12-13 #1 New Release, #10 Ranking after 6 months! The Kindle edition is free when you
purchase the paperback edition. Seamlessly switch between Audible and Kindle editions with
Whispersync. The idea of a smart home includes a wide variety of emerging technologies. Examples
include voice-controlled digital assistants, robots, smart thermostats and blinds, and unifying
platforms like SmartThings and IFTTT (if this, then that). In my home, I incorporated a combination
of these things. Some overlap. The technology is futuristic and, frankly, cool; but it required me to
change the way I interacted with the world around me. Once my smart home was set up the way I
wanted, I had to be mindful that it was there to help me - albeit not necessarily on my terms. I had to
learn how to interact with my digital assistants. That journey is still unfolding, and I expect my smart
home to keep expanding and improving as more things are added. This book started simply as the
notes that my wife kept during our recent personal experiences with selecting and setting up smart
home devices after we built a new house. While whole-home solutions like HomeSeer or
SmartThings are available in the market, we selected what we felt was the best product for each
task, and made sure they would all integrate with our existing home. (In the interest of full
disclosure, references to me or our attribute more credit to me than is due. She was the driving
force and brains behind the whole endeavor!) While researching our project, we read a plethora of
reviews from folks like us (real people, that is). Some admittedly were more insightful than others,
but we gained valuable insights into what to avoid, what questions to ask, etc. and we found some
great ideas. If you are a DIY type, or just want a general idea of what is going on with smart homes,
this book will show you a bit of what is possible. By the end of this book, indeed, I hope that you will
be comfortable in the Internet of Things (or IoT) world of connected devices, digital assistants, skills
or IFTTT applets. When you look at the table of contents, it answers the question of what a smart
home can do for you. I also tried to organize it in such a way that you can quickly find what you're
looking for.- Learn smart home terminology and what really matters when buying equipment. -
Select good equipment and plan for future growth.- Set up and connect everything.- Maintain your
smart home.Ntags: alexa, smart home, smart house, smart sensors, amazon echo, home automation,
connected things, echo, echo dot, echo show, home security, insteon, smart home technology, siri,
google assistant, digital assistant, personal assistant, bixby, cortana, ifttt, smartapps, smart things,
smartthings, smart devices, smart speakers, smart cities, internet of things, iot, smart locks,
samsung artik, artik, alexa skills, home security, qubino, yunomi
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IFTTT (if this, then that). In my home, I incorporated a combination of these things. Some overlap.
The technology is futuristic and, frankly, cool; but it required me to change the way I interacted with
the world around me. Once my smart home was set up the way I wanted, I had to be mindful that it
was there to help me - albeit not necessarily on my terms. I had to learn how to interact with my
digital assistants. That journey is still unfolding, and I expect my smart home to keep expanding and
improving as more things are added. This book started simply as the notes that my wife kept during
our recent personal experiences with selecting and setting up smart home devices after we built a
new house. While whole-home solutions like HomeSeer or SmartThings are available in the market,
we selected what we felt was the best product for each task, and made sure they would all integrate
with our existing home. (In the interest of full disclosure, references to me or our attribute more
credit to me than is due. She was the driving force and brains behind the whole endeavor!) While
researching our project, we read a plethora of reviews from folks like us (real people, that is). Some
admittedly were more insightful than others, but we gained valuable insights into what to avoid,
what questions to ask, etc. and we found some great ideas. If you are a DIY type or just want a
general idea of what is going on with smart homes, this book will show you a bit of what is possible.
By the end of this book, indeed, I hope that you will be comfortable in the Internet of Things (or IoT)
world of connected devices, digital assistants, skills or IFTTT applets. When you look at the table of



contents, it answers the question of what a smart home can do for you. I also tried to organize it in
such a way that you can quickly find what you're looking for. * Learn smart home terminology and
what really matters when buying equipment. * Select good equipment and plan for future growth. *
Set up and connect everything. * Maintain your smart home.tags: alexa, smart home, smart house,
smart sensors, amazon echo, home automation, connected things, echo, echo dot, echo show, home
security, insteon, smart home technology, siri, google assistant, digital assistant, personal assistant,
bixby, cortana, ifttt, smartapps, smart things, smartthings, smart devices, smart speakers, smart
cities, internet of things, iot, smart locks, samsung artik, artik, alexa skills, home security, qubino,
yunomi

best ifttt alternatives for smart home: Smart Home (in Living Color) Cathy Young,
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[FTTT (if this, then that). In my home, I incorporated a combination of these things. Some overlap.
The technology is futuristic and, frankly, cool; but it required me to change the way I interacted with
the world around me. Once my smart home was set up the way I wanted, I had to be mindful that it
was there to help me - albeit not necessarily on my terms. I had to learn how to interact with my
digital assistants. That journey is still unfolding, and I expect my smart home to keep expanding and
improving as more things are added. This book started simply as the notes that my wife kept during
our recent personal experiences with selecting and setting up smart home devices after we built a
new house. While whole-home solutions like HomeSeer or SmartThings are available in the market,
we selected what we felt was the best product for each task, and made sure they would all integrate
with our existing home. (In the interest of full disclosure, references to me or our attribute more
credit to me than is due. She was the driving force and brains behind the whole endeavor!) While
researching our project, we read a plethora of reviews from folks like us (real people, that is). Some
admittedly were more insightful than others, but we gained valuable insights into what to avoid,
what questions to ask, etc. and we found some great ideas. If you are a DIY type or just want a
general idea of what is going on with smart homes, this book will show you a bit of what is possible.
By the end of this book, indeed, I hope that you will be comfortable in the Internet of Things (or IoT)
world of connected devices, digital assistants, skills or IFTTT applets. When you look at the table of
contents, it answers the question of what a smart home can do for you. I also tried to organize it in
such a way that you can quickly find what you're looking for. * Learn smart home terminology and
what really matters when buying equipment. * Select good equipment and plan for future growth. *
Set up and connect everything. * Maintain your smart home.tags: alexa, smart home, smart house,
smart sensors, amazon echo, home automation, connected things, echo, echo dot, echo show, home
security, insteon, smart home technology, siri, google assistant, digital assistant, personal assistant,
bixby, cortana, ifttt, smartapps, smart things, smartthings, smart devices, smart speakers, smart
cities, internet of things, iot, smart locks, samsung artik, artik, alexa skills, home security, qubino,
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best ifttt alternatives for smart home: Smart Home Automation Guide Tatiana Dash,
2024-11-28 ...Your comprehensive roadmap to a connected, efficient, and secure living environment
with smart home automation. Transform your living space into a cutting-edge smart home with this
smart home automation handbook. designed to help you configure and set up your smart home
technology, Get expert tips on mastering the intricacies of home automation. This guidebook
contains practical experience and expert insights plus an easy-to-follow resource for anyone looking
to embrace smart living. The interesting thing about this guidebook is that it is; a comprehensive
beginner's guide into the world of smart home technology with simplified explanations of
fundamental concepts. Whether you're a curious beginner or someone keen to optimize your smart
security accessories, this book is your go-to guide. a step-by-step setup & integration to help you
learn how to select the right devices, set up your smart hub, and ensure seamless connectivity.



Follow detailed lessons on creating a cohesive smart home ecosystem, choosing the right platform,
and integrating devices from different ecosystems. it explored the benefits of essential smart devices
for beginners, like smart speakers, smart lights, smart plugs, and security systems. Discover how to
customize your home with automation scenes and DIY security solutions that elevate your lifestyle.
learn troubleshooting & maintenance tips on common challenges with ease. From resolving
connectivity issues to tackling device integration problems, benefit from practical advice based on
personal experiences of the author. plus the importance of security & privacy management in
navigating the complexities of today's loT-connected world. Learn best practices to protect your
smart home from cybersecurity threats and maintain a secure environment. DIY, IFTTT home
automation Automating daily routines Home automation with Alexa Smart entertainment systems
How to Setup Amazon Echo How to set up Google Nest Hub How to set up Apple Homepod How to
set Samsung SmartThings, and more. This user manual is designed to help you achieve a seamless
and sophisticated smart home experience.
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means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have

how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is

expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be

definite article - "Most" "best" with or without "the" - English I mean here "You are the best
at tennis" "and "you are best at tennis", "choose the book you like the best or best" both of them can
have different meanings but "most" and

valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards" 5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a

How to use "best ever" - English Language Learners Stack Exchange Consider this
sentences: This is the best ever song that I've heard. This is the best song ever that I've heard.
Which of them is correct? How should we combine "best ever" and a
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