best gantt chart app for mac

The Ultimate Guide to Finding the Best Gantt Chart App for Mac

best gantt chart app for mac users seeking to streamline project management can find a powerful
ally in the right software. Navigating the vast landscape of project planning tools can be daunting,
but this comprehensive guide is designed to illuminate the path toward the optimal solution for your
Mac-based workflow. We'll delve into the essential features, pricing structures, and user experiences
that define the top contenders. Whether you're a freelancer managing multiple clients, a small
business coordinating team efforts, or an enterprise planning complex initiatives, understanding the
nuances of each application is crucial. This article will equip you with the knowledge to make an
informed decision, ensuring your chosen app enhances productivity and drives project success on
your Apple device.

Table of Contents

Understanding Gantt Charts and Their Importance
Key Features to Look for in a Mac Gantt Chart App
Top Contenders for the Best Gantt Chart App for Mac
Evaluating Pricing and Value

User Interface and Experience on Mac

Integration Capabilities

Collaboration Features for Teams

Choosing the Right Gantt Chart App for Your Needs
Frequently Asked Questions

Understanding Gantt Charts and Their Importance

Gantt charts are a cornerstone of modern project management, providing a visual timeline of tasks
and their dependencies. Their primary benefit lies in their ability to offer a clear, at-a-glance
overview of project progress, deadlines, and resource allocation. For Mac users, integrating this
powerful visualization tool into their daily workflow can significantly boost efficiency and prevent
project bottlenecks.

The visual representation allows project managers and team members to understand the critical
path of a project, identify potential delays early on, and effectively communicate timelines to
stakeholders. Without a proper Gantt chart application, managing complex projects can become
chaotic, leading to missed deadlines and strained resources. The evolution of project management
software has led to sophisticated Gantt chart apps designed to leverage the intuitive design and
powerful capabilities of macOS.

Key Features to Look for in a Mac Gantt Chart App

When selecting the best Gantt chart app for Mac, several core features should be prioritized to
ensure it meets the demands of effective project planning and execution. These features not only



contribute to the app's functionality but also to its usability within the Apple ecosystem.

Task Management and Dependencies

At its heart, a Gantt chart app must excel at creating and managing tasks. This includes the ability to
define task names, durations, start and end dates, and assignees. Crucially, robust dependency
management is vital. This allows you to link tasks, indicating that one task cannot begin until
another is completed (finish-to-start), or that two tasks must start simultaneously (start-to-start),
among other relationships. The best Mac Gantt chart applications offer intuitive drag-and-drop
interfaces for setting these dependencies, making complex project structures easy to build and
modify.

Visual Timeline and Customization

The visual representation of the Gantt chart itself is paramount. It should be clear, easy to read, and
highly customizable. Look for options to adjust the timescale (days, weeks, months, years), color-
code tasks by status or assignee, and display key project milestones. The ability to zoom in and out
of the timeline is also essential for managing both granular task details and the broader project
scope. A well-designed Gantt chart app for Mac will offer a visually appealing and functional timeline
that complements the macOS aesthetic.

Resource Allocation and Management

Effective project management hinges on understanding resource availability and allocation. The best
Gantt chart apps for Mac will allow you to assign resources (people, equipment, etc.) to specific
tasks and track their workload. This feature helps prevent overallocation and burnout, ensuring that
your team's capacity is utilized efficiently. Some advanced apps even offer resource leveling
capabilities, automatically adjusting task schedules to balance workloads.

Reporting and Export Options

The ability to generate reports and export your project data is critical for communication and
analysis. Look for apps that offer pre-built report templates (e.g., progress reports, resource
utilization reports) and allow for custom report generation. Export options should include common
formats like PDF, CSV, and potentially image files, enabling easy sharing with clients or integration
into other documents. For Mac users, seamless integration with other Apple productivity tools might
also be a consideration.

Collaboration and Sharing Features

In today's collaborative work environment, the ability for multiple team members to access and work
on the same project is indispensable. The best Gantt chart apps for Mac will offer robust
collaboration features. This might include real-time updates, commenting on tasks, user roles and
permissions, and centralized project dashboards. Seamless integration with cloud storage services
popular among Mac users can also enhance collaboration.



Top Contenders for the Best Gantt Chart App for Mac

Several applications stand out for their feature sets, usability, and suitability for macOS users. While
the "best" is subjective and depends on individual needs, these are consistently praised for their
performance on Mac.

Merlin Project

Merlin Project is a powerhouse for serious project management, specifically designed for macOS. It
offers an extensive array of features, including sophisticated task scheduling, resource management,
cost control, and advanced reporting. Its deep integration with Apple's ecosystem, including Apple
Calendar and Mail, makes it a natural fit for Mac users. Merlin Project is ideal for complex projects
and professional project managers who require a comprehensive toolset.

OmniPlan

Developed by The Omni Group, OmniPlan is a native macOS and iOS application renowned for its
intuitive interface and powerful Gantt charting capabilities. It provides detailed task planning,
dependency management, resource leveling, and excellent visual customization. OmniPlan is a
strong contender for individual professionals and small to medium-sized teams looking for a polished
and feature-rich project management solution that feels at home on a Mac.

ProjectPlan (by Beesoft)

ProjectPlan offers a robust set of features tailored for project planning and scheduling, with a
dedicated version for Mac. It boasts an intuitive interface that allows for easy creation of Gantt
charts, task dependencies, milestones, and progress tracking. It's a good option for those who need
a straightforward yet powerful tool without an overwhelming learning curve.

Microsoft Project for Mac (via Parallels or Cloud)

While Microsoft Project is not natively available as a standalone Mac application, it can be accessed
on a Mac through virtual machine software like Parallels Desktop or via its cloud-based offerings.
For organizations already invested in the Microsoft Project ecosystem, this provides a familiar and
powerful solution, though it may not offer the same seamless native experience as other Mac-
specific apps.

TeamGantt

TeamGantt is a web-based application that works perfectly on any platform, including Mac. It's
lauded for its user-friendly interface, making it easy for beginners to create and manage Gantt
charts. Key features include task dependencies, resource management, progress tracking, and
collaborative tools. Its accessibility via a web browser makes it a flexible choice for Mac users who



also need to collaborate with individuals on different operating systems.

Evaluating Pricing and Value

The cost of a Gantt chart app can vary significantly, from free, basic tools to premium, feature-rich
solutions. Understanding the pricing models and the value proposition of each app is crucial for
making a wise investment.

Free vs. Paid Options

Free Gantt chart apps often provide basic functionality suitable for simple projects or individual use.
However, they may lack advanced features like team collaboration, robust reporting, or in-depth
resource management. Paid options, on the other hand, typically offer a comprehensive suite of
tools, dedicated support, and scalability for more complex projects and growing teams. For Mac
users, the initial investment in a paid app often translates to a more polished, integrated, and
powerful experience.

Subscription vs. One-Time Purchase

Many Gantt chart applications operate on a subscription model, where you pay a recurring fee
(monthly or annually) to access the software and its updates. This model is common for cloud-based
services and often includes ongoing support and new feature releases. Alternatively, some desktop
applications, particularly those native to Mac, may offer a one-time purchase option, providing
perpetual access to the version you bought, though major updates might require additional
purchase. Evaluate which model best suits your budget and long-term needs.

Considerations for Teams

For teams, the pricing structure often shifts to per-user or per-seat licenses. It's important to
calculate the total cost based on the number of users who will require access. Some applications
offer tiered pricing based on the number of users or the feature set unlocked at each tier. Always
look for trial periods to test the app with your team before committing to a subscription.

User Interface and Experience on Mac

The best Gantt chart app for Mac should not only be functional but also a pleasure to use, leveraging
the strengths of the macOS operating system.



Native macOS Design Principles

Applications that adhere to Apple's Human Interface Guidelines often provide a more intuitive and
consistent user experience on a Mac. This means looking for apps that have clean layouts, familiar
navigation patterns, and seamless integration with macOS features like Spotlight search and iCloud.
A native feel reduces the learning curve and makes the software feel like a natural extension of your
existing Mac tools.

Ease of Use and Navigation

Even the most feature-rich app is useless if it's too complicated to navigate. The best Gantt chart
apps for Mac offer a balance between powerful functionality and user-friendliness. Features like
drag-and-drop interfaces, clear visual cues, and well-organized menus contribute to an easy-to-learn
and efficient user experience. For complex projects, the ability to customize views and shortcuts can
significantly enhance productivity.

Performance and Stability

Mac users expect a certain level of performance and stability from their software. The best Gantt
chart apps will be optimized for macOS, ensuring smooth operation even with large and complex
project files. Look for apps that are regularly updated to address bugs and improve performance. A
stable application that doesn't crash or slow down your Mac is crucial for maintaining workflow.

Integration Capabilities

The ability of a Gantt chart app to connect with other tools you use daily can significantly amplify its
value and streamline your workflow.

Productivity Suite Integration

For Mac users, integration with Apple's own productivity suite, such as Calendar and Mail, can be a
significant advantage. Some apps allow for syncing tasks and deadlines with your Apple Calendar,
ensuring that your project commitments are visible alongside your personal schedule. Seamless
import and export of data to applications like Numbers or Pages can also be beneficial.

Cloud Storage and Collaboration Tools

Cloud-based Gantt chart apps often integrate with popular cloud storage services like iCloud Drive,
Dropbox, or Google Drive, making it easy to store and share project files. This is particularly useful
for collaborative projects where team members might be using different devices or operating
systems. Integration with communication platforms like Slack or Microsoft Teams can also improve
team coordination.



Third-Party App Connectivity

The best Gantt chart apps may also offer integrations with a broader range of third-party
applications. This could include CRM systems, accounting software, or other project management
tools. Such integrations create a more connected ecosystem, reducing the need for manual data
transfer and minimizing the risk of errors.

Collaboration Features for Teams

Effective teamwork is a cornerstone of successful project delivery. The right Gantt chart app can
foster better collaboration and communication among team members.

Real-Time Updates and Shared Views

The ability for multiple users to view and edit a project timeline simultaneously with real-time
updates is essential for collaborative environments. This ensures everyone is working with the most
current information, preventing confusion and miscommunication. Shared views allow team
members to see the project status from different perspectives.

Task Assignment and Communication

Assigning tasks to specific team members and providing a platform for communication directly
within the app is a key collaboration feature. This might include commenting on tasks, attaching
relevant files, and receiving notifications about task updates or new assignments. This centralized
communication hub keeps discussions organized and accessible.

User Roles and Permissions

For larger teams or projects with varying levels of access, the ability to define user roles and
permissions is crucial. This ensures that only authorized individuals can make specific changes to
the project plan, safeguarding its integrity. Different roles might include project administrator,
editor, or viewer, each with its own set of capabilities.

Choosing the Right Gantt Chart App for Your Needs

Selecting the best Gantt chart app for your Mac ultimately depends on a thorough evaluation of your
specific project requirements, team size, budget, and existing workflow.



Assess Your Project Complexity

For simple, personal projects, a free or more basic paid app might suffice. However, if you manage
complex projects with numerous dependencies, multiple stakeholders, and intricate resource
allocation needs, you'll likely require a more powerful, feature-rich solution. Consider the typical
number of tasks, the length of your projects, and the level of detail you need to track.

Consider Your Team Size and Collaboration Style

Solo users and small teams may find simpler, more affordable options suitable. For larger or
distributed teams, robust collaboration features, real-time updates, and clear communication
channels are non-negotiable. If your team works across different platforms, a web-based solution
might offer greater flexibility.

Budgetary Constraints and ROI

Determine your budget upfront. While the cheapest option might seem attractive, consider the
return on investment (ROI) in terms of time saved, improved efficiency, and reduced project risks. A
more expensive app that significantly boosts productivity and prevents costly delays can be a better
financial choice in the long run.

Trial Periods are Your Friend

Before committing to any paid subscription or purchase, take full advantage of free trial periods
offered by most software providers. Test the app with a real project, involve your team in the
evaluation, and assess how well it integrates into your daily workflow. This hands-on experience is
invaluable in making the right decision for your best Gantt chart app for Mac.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary benefit of using a Gantt chart app on a
Mac?

A: The primary benefit is enhanced project visualization and management. A Gantt chart app on a
Mac provides a clear, timeline-based overview of tasks, dependencies, and deadlines, enabling
better planning, tracking, and communication for projects. Mac-specific apps often offer a polished,
intuitive user experience that complements the macOS environment.

Q: Are there free Gantt chart apps available for Mac?

A: Yes, there are free Gantt chart apps for Mac, often offering basic task management and timeline
visualization. However, these usually come with limitations in terms of advanced features like
complex dependency management, resource allocation, and team collaboration, which are typically
found in paid versions.



Q: How do I choose between a native Mac app and a web-based
Gantt chart tool?

A: Native Mac apps, like OmniPlan or Merlin Project, are often highly optimized for macOS, offering
superior performance and integration with other Apple features. Web-based apps, like TeamGantt,
are accessible from any device with a browser and are excellent for cross-platform collaboration, but
may not feel as deeply integrated into your Mac's operating system.

Q: What are task dependencies in a Gantt chart app, and why
are they important?

A: Task dependencies define the relationships between tasks, indicating that one task cannot begin
or end until another is completed. They are crucial for accurately scheduling projects, identifying the
critical path, and understanding the impact of delays on subsequent tasks, ensuring a logical project
flow.

Q: Can I collaborate with team members who don't use a Mac
using these Gantt chart apps?

A: Many Gantt chart apps, especially web-based ones or those with cloud sync features, allow for
collaboration with users on different operating systems, including Windows and Linux. They often
provide shared access, real-time updates, and commenting features that enable seamless teamwork
regardless of device.

Q: What is resource leveling in a Gantt chart app?

A: Resource leveling is a feature that helps to resolve over-allocation of resources by automatically
adjusting task schedules. If a resource is assigned to more work than they can handle in a given
period, resource leveling will delay non-critical tasks to balance the workload and prevent burnout.

Q: How important is the user interface when selecting a Gantt
chart app for Mac?

A: The user interface is extremely important. A well-designed, intuitive interface on a Mac makes it
easier to create, manage, and interpret your project timelines. It reduces the learning curve,
increases efficiency, and makes the overall project management process more enjoyable and less
frustrating.

Q: Can Gantt chart apps integrate with my existing calendar
on Mac?

A: Many modern Gantt chart apps for Mac offer integration with Apple Calendar. This allows you to
sync your project tasks and deadlines with your personal or professional calendar, ensuring that
your project commitments are visible alongside your other appointments and events.
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Rough Guide to the Best iPhone and iPad Apps solves the problem. It pinpoints the 500 best free and
paid for applications in all major categories. Whether its navigation or news, photography or
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the marquee names to the hidden gems. Discover the 500 finest applications your iOS was born to
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best gantt chart app for mac: Mac OS X Lion Server For Dummies John Rizzo, 2011-09-23
The perfect guide to help administrators set up Apple's Mac OS X Lion Server With the
overwhelming popularity of the iPhone and iPad, more Macs are appearing in corporate settings.
The newest version of Mac Server is the ideal way to administer a Mac network. This friendly guide
explains to both Windows and Mac administrators how to set up and configure the server, including
services such as iCal Server, Podcast Producer, Wiki Server, Spotlight Server, iChat Server, File
Sharing, Mail Services, and support for iPhone and iPad. It explains how to secure, administer, and
troubleshoot the network, and shows Windows admins how to incorporate a Mac subnet into the
Windows Active Directory domain using Apple Open Directory. Explains all the necessary
information about administering, securing, and troubleshooting a network with Mac OS X Lion
Server Enables you to set up and configure the server as well as the iCal Server, Podcast Producer,
Wiki Server, Spotlight Server, iChat Server, File Sharing, Mail Services, and support for iPhone and
iPad Helps Windows administrators learn to easily incorporate a Mac subnet into the Windows
Active Directory domain using Apple Open Directory With this easy guide at hand, implementing
Mac OS X Lion Server and administering a Mac network is a breeze.

best gantt chart app for mac: App Accomplished Carl Brown, 2014-06-30 Build Great Apps:
End-to-End Processes, Tools, and Management Tips for Doing It Right! Foreword by Kyle Richter,
CEO, MartianCraft Today, successful apps are complex software projects. You can’t just knock them
off in a weekend--and, worse, many common programming habits don’t work well in mobile. You
need skills, processes, tools, management techniques, and best practices that are honed for mobile
platforms and realities. In App Accomplished, top mobile developer Carl Brown provides all that--so
you can run your entire project effectively and get the answers you need right now. Whether you're
writing your own code or contracting out, you’ll find hard-won guidance for your entire app
development life cycle. Brown guides you step-by-step from planning and design through testing and
updates. Through case studies drawn from his immense experience, he reveals why so many app
projects fail--and how to avoid the mistakes that derailed them. When it comes to apps, a great idea
isn’t enough: You have to execute. This is the first book that shows you how. Understand
mobile-specific issues that lead even experienced developers astray Find developers who can do a
great job with your unique app at a fair price Define the requirements you need to create accurate
schedules and budgets Work with developers to get the best possible results Manage and
communicate effectively to avoid cost overruns Solve problems before they get out of control
Develop wireframes and prototypes that clarify the user’s core experience Choose app components,
from servers to data storage Select tools for source control, testing, project tracking, and more
Identify and fill crucial skills gaps Estimate the quality of the app you're building Efficiently test and
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debug your app Recover from App Store rejection Leverage user feedback to help plan your next
release Determine when an existing project is too far off course to fix
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(Navigate Your Thoughts Methodically With Digital Mind Maps) Angela Coomes, 2022-01-10
This book is your ultimate guide in mastering thought organization using the idea mapping. More
than the technical help you may get, there is a practical side to it as well. Learn how to use visual
aids and become friends with them so you can easily remember the flow of your thoughts. Using
keywords can also become handy in these times for they will save a lot of spaces from what’s
currently running in your head. Now in this book you will learn: * What mind mapping is and how it
benefits you ¢ Different types of mind maps ¢ Tactics for mind mapping in education * How mind
maps are used in business ¢ Mind mapping software that is available ¢ The advantages and
disadvantages ¢ And lots more... You will learn what mind mapping is. And you will also understand
the tools on how to use mind mapping to your benefit. It is extremely applicable to you job/career, to
your family, friends, co-workers, and more importantly, to your self-development. You get more
things done if applied correctly and consistently. You will also discover its number of techniques in
using mind mapping. Your life will absolutely change for the better when you've mastered mind
mapping.

best gantt chart app for mac: Mac Life , 2008-03 MacLife is the ultimate magazine about all
things Apple. It’s authoritative, ahead of the curve and endlessly entertaining. MacLife provides
unique content that helps readers use their Macs, iPhones, iPods, and their related hardware and
software in every facet of their personal and professional lives.
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best gantt chart app for mac: OS X Mountain Lion Server For Dummies John Rizzo,
2012-08-31 Create a Mac network in your home or office There's no doubt about it: Macs, iPhones,
and iPads have invaded the workplace. But, you don't need an IT department to administer a Mac
network in your home or business. This friendly guide explains everything you need to know to set
one up yourself using OS X Mountain Lion Server. First, you'll find an easy, quick-start way to
implement OS X Mountain Lion on a Mac Mini. From there, you'll learn how to set up DNS, iCal
Server, Podcast Producer, Wiki Server, file sharing, mail services, and more. This book helps you set
up profile support for your iPhone and iPad and provides ways to configure iCloud in the home or
office to keep your business data safe. Explains how to set up, secure, and troubleshoot a Mac
network with OS X Mountain Lion Server Covers how to configure the server as well as DNS, iCal
Server, Podcast Producer, Wiki Server, Spotlight Server, iChat Server, File Sharing, and Mail
Services Shows Windows administrators how to easily incorporate Macs into their network Also
covers support for iOS devices and ways you can use iCloud to keep your data secure when you hit
the road for business travel Take control of your network and make administering it a snap with OS
X Mountain Lion Server For Dummies.
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best gantt chart app for mac: Basics Interactive Design: User Experience Design Gavin
Allanwood, Peter Beare, 2014-04-24 By putting people at the centre of interactive design, user
experience (UX) techniques are now right at the heart of digital media design and development. As a
designer, you need to create work that will impact positively on everyone who is exposed to it.
Whether it's passive and immutable or interactive and dynamic, the success of your design will
depend largely on how well the user experience is constructed.User Experience Design shows how
researching and understanding users' expectations and motivations can help you develop effective,
targeted designs. The authors explore the use of scenarios, personas and prototyping in idea
development, and will help you get the most out of the latest tools and techniques to produce
interactive designs that users will love.With practical projects to get you started, and stunning
examples from some of today's most innovative studios, this is an essential introduction to modern




UXD.
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Understand and finally master the Gantt chart!You have to manage a complex project?Want to
acquire simple methods to generate ideas, organize them in space and time?This little eGuide
“Mastering the Gantt Chart” will help you!Discover tested methods and simple free digital tools that
will make your life easier and really help you We have more than fifteen years of experience in the
organization and implementation of complex projects, whether in corporates or in the co-financed
European project management. We wish to share with you our useful knowledge, our tips to help you
succeed in designing your project and facing all tasks that fall to you. You will discover free digital
tools that will simplify your life and allow you to master the Gantt chart: the free Mindmup web
application and the open-source “Gantt Project” software. What will you find in this practical and
useful “Mastering the Gantt Chart” guide?24 sections with the major steps and tools from the
creation of your project to its day-to-day organization through the Gantt chartscreenshots to
understand how to do it, step by stepresources, optional training on Udemy at a preferential price
Are you ready to Master the Gantt Chart? Let’s do it! Kind regards, Cristina & Olivier Rebiere
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2017-12 Understand and finally master the Gantt chart! You have to manage a complex project?
Want to acquire simple methods to generate ideas, organize them in space and time? This little
eGuide Mastering the Gantt Chart will help you! Discover tested methods and simple free digital
tools that will make your life easier and really help you :-) We have more than fifteen years of
experience in the organization and implementation of complex projects, whether in corporates or in
the co-financed European project management.We wish to share with you our useful knowledge, our
tips to help you succeed in designing your project and facing all tasks that fall to you.You will
discover free digital tools that will simplify your life and allow you to master the Gantt chart: the free
Mindmup web application and the open-source Gantt Project software. What will you find in this
practical and useful Mastering the Gantt Chart guide? 24 sections with the major steps and tools
from the creation of your project to its day-to-day organization through the Gantt chart useful and
easy actionable info screenshots to understand how to do it, step by step resources, optional training
on Udemy at a preferential price Are you ready to Master the Gantt Chart?Let's do it!Kind
regards,Cristina & Olivier Rebiere
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difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after

"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is" "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could

grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have

how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is

expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be

definite article - "Most" "best" with or without "the" - English I mean here "You are the best
at tennis" "and "you are best at tennis", "choose the book you like the best or best" both of them can
have different meanings but "most" and

valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards” 5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a



How to use "best ever" - English Language Learners Stack Exchange Consider this
sentences: This is the best ever song that I've heard. This is the best song ever that I've heard.
Which of them is correct? How should we combine "best ever" and a
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