goodnotes vs notability for college students

goodnotes vs notability for college students is a crucial decision for academic success,
impacting how notes are taken, organized, and reviewed throughout the demanding college years.
With the shift towards digital learning, choosing the right note-taking app can significantly enhance
productivity and comprehension. This article delves deep into the features, functionalities, and user
experiences of two of the most popular iPad note-taking applications, GoodNotes and Notability, to
help college students make an informed choice. We will explore their strengths and weaknesses
concerning handwriting, PDF annotation, organization, multimedia integration, and pricing, providing
a comprehensive comparison to guide your digital note-taking journey.
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Understanding the Core Functionalities: GoodNotes vs.
Notability

Both GoodNotes and Notability aim to replicate the analog note-taking experience on digital devices,
primarily iPads, but they approach this goal with distinct philosophies and feature sets. Understanding
these core functionalities is the first step in determining which app best aligns with a student's
workflow and academic needs. While both excel at handwriting and PDF annotation, the nuances in
their implementation can lead to vastly different user experiences.

GoodNotes, for instance, emphasizes a robust and stable digital notebook experience, focusing on
creating organized and easily searchable notes. It presents a digital binder metaphor, where
notebooks can be further organized into subjects and dividers, mimicking physical organization.
Notability, on the other hand, often highlights its seamless integration of handwriting with audio
recording, making it a powerful tool for capturing lectures and discussions alongside written notes.
This fundamental difference in approach is often the deciding factor for many students.

Handwriting Experience and Pen Tools

The quality of the handwriting experience is paramount for any student relying on digital note-taking.
Both GoodNotes and Notability offer sophisticated pen engines designed to feel natural and
responsive. They provide a variety of pen types, including ballpoint, fountain pen, and highlighter,



with adjustable thickness and color palettes.

Pen Types and Customization

GoodNotes offers a clean and straightforward selection of pen tools, focusing on reliability and
consistent performance. It provides a good range of colors and stroke thicknesses, allowing for
detailed note-taking and diagramming. The app's ink feels smooth and the latency is minimal,
contributing to a fluid writing experience.

Notability also boasts an impressive array of pen tools. It often receives praise for its slightly more
varied pen options, including brushes that can add a different texture to notes. The ability to
customize colors using sliders and hex codes in Notability offers a finer degree of control for those
who are particular about their color schemes.

Eraser Functionality

The eraser is another critical component of the handwriting workflow. Both applications provide
different eraser modes. GoodNotes offers a standard eraser that removes ink precisely where you
drag it, as well as an "Outline Eraser" that erases entire shapes or drawings when you drag over
them, which can be a significant time-saver.

Notability also provides a precise eraser. Its eraser tool is known for its clean and accurate removal of
ink, ensuring that edits are seamless. Some users find Notability's eraser to be slightly more intuitive
for quick corrections, while others prefer the shape-based deletion offered by GoodNotes.

PDF Annotation Capabilities

For college students, annotating lecture slides, readings, and textbooks in PDF format is a
fundamental part of studying. Both GoodNotes and Notability are exceptionally well-equipped for this
task, allowing users to mark up documents directly with their stylus.

Marking Up Lecture Slides

GoodNotes allows for seamless import of PDF files directly into its notebook system. You can highlight
key points, underline important passages, draw diagrams, and add margin notes with ease. The
ability to write directly on the PDF, as if it were a physical document, makes reviewing lecture
materials incredibly efficient.

Notability also excels at PDF annotation. Its strength lies in its ability to integrate handwritten notes
directly alongside the PDF content. When you annotate a PDF in Notability, it essentially creates a
new note associated with that document, allowing you to write, draw, and even record audio directly
on the slides. This makes it particularly useful for lectures where detailed annotations are needed.



Importing and Exporting Documents

Both apps support various file import options, including PDFs, images, and other document types.
When it comes to exporting, GoodNotes offers flexibility in how you save your annotated documents,
allowing you to export entire notebooks or individual pages as PDFs or image files. Notability also
provides robust export options, often allowing you to include or exclude audio recordings with your
exported notes.

Note Organization and Management

Effective organization is key to navigating the vast amount of information college students deal with.
How an app structures and allows you to manage your notes can have a profound impact on your
ability to find and recall information quickly.

Notebook Structures

GoodNotes employs a hierarchical structure that closely mimics physical binders and notebooks. You
can create categories (like subjects), then create notebooks within those categories, and further
organize pages within each notebook. This multi-level organization is excellent for students who
prefer a highly structured system. The ability to create dividers within notebooks adds another layer
of granular organization.

Notability uses a simpler, more linear approach. Notes are listed chronologically or can be organized
into subjects and dividers. While it may not offer the same depth of nested structure as GoodNotes, it
is often considered more streamlined and easier to navigate for users who prefer a less complex
system. The search functionality in Notability is also very powerful, helping you find notes quickly
even in a less rigidly structured system.

Searchability and Tagging

Both apps offer powerful search capabilities. GoodNotes' handwriting recognition is remarkably
accurate, allowing you to search for keywords within your handwritten notes, typed text, and even
text within imported PDFs. This feature is invaluable for last-minute revision.

Notability also boasts excellent handwriting recognition, making your notes searchable. Its search
algorithm is fast and efficient, often highlighting the relevant text directly within your notes. Some
users find Notability's search to be slightly more responsive, though both are highly effective for
academic purposes.

Multimedia Integration and Recording

Modern note-taking extends beyond just text and drawings. The ability to integrate various media and
capture lectures directly can significantly enhance the learning experience.



Audio Recording and Syncing

Notability's standout feature is its integrated audio recording and syncing. You can record lectures or
meetings directly within the app and then tap on your handwritten notes to jump to that specific
moment in the audio. This is an incredibly powerful tool for reviewing complex topics or catching up
on missed information.

While GoodNotes does not have the same level of seamless audio recording and syncing as Notability,
it does allow for the insertion of audio recordings as separate files within your notes. This is useful for
capturing audio, but it lacks the direct playback synchronization with your handwriting that Notability
offers, making it less ideal for lecture review.

Inserting Images and Other Media

Both applications allow you to easily insert images, GIFs, and other media into your notes. This is
useful for adding diagrams, charts, or visual aids to your handwritten content. GoodNotes handles
image insertion in a straightforward manner, allowing you to resize and position them within your
pages. Notability also supports image insertion and offers similar manipulation tools, making it easy
to enrich your notes with visual content.

Collaboration and Sharing Features

In a college environment, collaborating on group projects or sharing notes with classmates is
common. The ease and effectiveness of sharing and collaboration features can be a significant
deciding factor.

Sharing Notes and PDFs

Both GoodNotes and Notability allow you to export your notes in various formats, including PDF and
image files. This makes it simple to share your notes with classmates or upload them to learning
management systems. You can typically choose to export specific pages, entire notebooks, or
selected sections.

While neither app has extensive real-time collaboration features like Google Docs, they both facilitate
sharing through cloud storage services. You can sync your notes to iCloud, Google Drive, or Dropbox,
making them accessible across devices and enabling easy sharing with others by providing them with
a link to the shared file.

Pricing Models and Value for Money

The cost of an application is always a consideration, especially for students managing a budget.
Understanding the pricing models of GoodNotes and Notability will help you assess their long-term
value.



One-Time Purchase vs. Subscription

Historically, both GoodNotes and Notability were available as one-time purchases. However, pricing
models can evolve. It is essential to check the current pricing on the App Store. Often, apps adopt a
freemium model or a subscription for advanced features. If a subscription model is in place, consider
the recurring cost and whether the features justify the ongoing expense.

GoodNotes has traditionally been a one-time purchase, offering a straightforward model that many
users appreciate for its predictability. Notability has also often been a one-time purchase, though this
can change. Some versions or specific features might be behind an in-app purchase or a subscription
tier. Always verify the current pricing structure.

Free Trials and Versions

Many applications offer a free trial period or a limited free version. This allows students to test the
core functionalities and see if the app's workflow suits their needs before committing to a purchase.
Exploring these options is highly recommended to get a feel for the app without financial obligation.

User Interface and Learning Curve

The intuitiveness of an app's interface and how quickly a student can learn to use it effectively plays a
crucial role in its adoption. A steep learning curve can be a deterrent, especially when juggling a
demanding academic schedule.

Interface Design and Navigation

GoodNotes offers a clean, organized, and visually appealing interface. Its notebook-centric approach
makes it easy to find and manage your study materials. The layout is generally considered intuitive,
with most functions readily accessible. The visual cues and organization feel very much like managing
physical notebooks.

Notability's interface is also well-designed, often praised for its simplicity and ease of use. Its focus on
a linear note-taking experience with integrated recording makes accessing these core features
straightforward. Many users find Notability to be slightly more user-friendly for beginners due to its
less complex organizational structure.

Ease of Use for New Users

For students new to digital note-taking, Notability might offer a gentler introduction due to its
streamlined interface and emphasis on core note-taking and recording functions. The immediate
access to lecture recording and annotation can feel very direct and useful from the outset.

GoodNotes, while also user-friendly, might require a bit more initial exploration to fully grasp its
hierarchical organization system. However, once understood, this system proves to be incredibly



powerful for managing a large volume of notes across multiple subjects. Both apps provide helpful
tutorials and onboarding processes.

Which App is Best for Your College Major?

The ideal note-taking app can also depend on the specific demands of a student's academic
discipline. Certain features might be more critical for science majors compared to humanities majors,
for example.

STEM Fields

For students in STEM fields, the ability to draw complex diagrams, annotate equations, and
meticulously label figures is essential. Both apps handle this well, but the precision of the pen tools
and the ability to zoom in and out for detailed work are key. GoodNotes' robust organization might be
beneficial for managing extensive lab reports and research papers, while Notability's audio syncing
could be invaluable for lectures filled with complex mathematical derivations.

Humanities and Social Sciences

Students in the humanities and social sciences often deal with extensive readings, essays, and critical
analysis. The ability to highlight, underline, add margin notes, and easily search through large
amounts of text is paramount. Both apps excel here. However, if lectures are a significant part of the
learning process, Notability's audio syncing feature could be a game-changer for capturing nuances in
professor's lectures and discussions.

Art and Design Majors

While both apps offer good drawing tools, neither is a dedicated art application like Procreate.
However, for quick sketches, mind maps, and visual note-taking, both can be adequate. The color
palettes and pen customization in both apps allow for some creative expression in note-taking.

Final Considerations for College Students

Beyond the core features, there are other aspects to consider when making your final decision. The
ecosystem integration, cross-platform availability, and the overall user community can all play a role
in your satisfaction with the app.

Cross-Platform Availability and Syncing

Both GoodNotes and Notability are primarily designed for Apple devices, with excellent syncing
capabilities across iPhone, iPad, and Mac. This ensures your notes are always up-to-date and
accessible wherever you are. It's important to verify the current extent of their cross-platform
support, as this can evolve.



Community Support and Resources

A strong user community can provide valuable tips, tricks, and troubleshooting advice. Both apps
have active online communities where students share their workflows and offer support. Searching for
user reviews and comparisons specific to your needs can provide additional insights.

Ultimately, the choice between GoodNotes and Notability for college students comes down to
personal preference and specific academic needs. Both are powerful tools that can revolutionize how
you study. Test them both if possible, and consider which app's strengths best align with your
learning style and the demands of your coursework.

Q: Is GoodNotes or Notability better for taking lecture notes?

A: Notability is often favored for lecture notes due to its seamless audio recording and syncing
feature, which allows you to tap on your handwriting and jump to the corresponding point in the
recorded lecture. GoodNotes can also be used, but it lacks this direct synchronization.

Q: Which app has better handwriting accuracy and feel for
college students?

A: Both GoodNotes and Notability offer excellent handwriting accuracy and a natural feel. The
perceived difference is often subjective, with some users preferring the ink feel and responsiveness of
one over the other. Trying both during their free trial periods is recommended.

Q: Can | use GoodNotes and Notability on my Windows laptop
or Android tablet?

A: Historically, both GoodNotes and Notability have been primarily exclusive to Apple's ecosystem
(i0S, iPad0S, mac0S). While GoodNotes is now available on Windows, Notability remains largely
limited to Apple devices. Always check the latest platform availability for both apps.

Q: Which app is more affordable for college students?

A: Pricing models can change. Historically, both were one-time purchases. It's crucial to check the
current App Store pricing for both GoodNotes and Notability. Some features might be available for
free, with advanced options requiring a purchase or subscription.

Q: How do GoodNotes and Notability compare for organizing
notes from different classes?

A: GoodNotes offers a more robust, hierarchical organizational system with categories, notebooks,
and dividers, which many students find superior for managing multiple subjects. Notability uses a
simpler subject and divider structure, which is also effective but less granular.



Q: Is Notability's audio recording feature truly essential for
college students?

A: The necessity of Notability's audio recording feature depends on the student's learning style and
the nature of their lectures. If lectures are dense with information or delivered quickly, the ability to
review audio synced with notes can be invaluable for understanding complex topics.

Q: Can | import and annotate textbooks as PDFs in both apps?

A: Yes, both GoodNotes and Notability are excellent for importing and annotating PDF textbooks. You
can highlight, underline, write notes, and draw diagrams directly on the PDF pages in either
application.

Q: Which app is better for digital journaling or creative note-
taking for college students?

A: For more creative or free-form note-taking, the choice can be subjective. GoodNotes' structured
approach might appeal to some, while Notability's slightly more varied brush options and
straightforward interface might appeal to others. Both allow for rich media integration to enhance
creativity.
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Apple Pencil extensively for note-taking on a range of subjects. In this book, you will learn: * How to
write neatly with the Apple Pencil on the smooth iPad glass. * How to cleverly structure your
hand-written notes on a page to make revision easier. * A handwriting-led and fun active learning
technique to consistently work through your study materials. * How to construct big picture notes on
an infinite canvas to make sense of details. * Tackle a PDF-heavy curriculum with annotation tools
built into iPadOS, and additional features available in GoodNotes and Notability. * Trace images
neatly for a precise yet hand-drawn look, spruced up with an easy shading technique to make a
memorable diagram. * Engage Scribble with the Apple Pencil to handwrite everywhere, as an
alternative to keyboard input, and thus work smoothly on the iPad while note-taking. Readers may
also be interested in the book iPad for Students - Be More Productive at School by the same author.
The book dives into the broader benefits of using an iPad for school and leveraging excellent apps to
make studies more efficient.
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Siverts, 2020-04-20 Co-written by students with two different stories. One was a horrible student in
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and digital teaching and learning. Located at the intersection of research, theory and teaching
practice, it thoroughly legitimizes the use of digital media in English language education and
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goodnotes vs notability for college students: Success Is Closer Than You Think Pierre-Henry
Soria, 2024-01-18 Success is Closer Than You Think for 2024 provides the fundamental principles to
succeed in everything you undertake, both personal and professional life. It's about your life
philosophy that brings you happiness, satisfaction, and financial freedom. With this book, you will
finally get the necessary tools to build your ideal life.
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Steve Watts, 2019-07-19 This Handbook will give aspiring and practising SENCOs, teachers,
Headteachers and Governors an in-depth knowledge and understanding of effective policy, provision
and practice to meet the diverse needs of children with special educational needs and disabilities.
Each chapter will provide: A theoretical underpinning Evidence-based information and examples
Activities for professional learning and whole school development Easy to use and adaptable
templates and checklists for use in settings Case studies to strengthen connections between theory
and practice Providing comprehensive coverage of current issues, the understanding of how to
improve provision and practice in their settings and written with consultation from practising
SENCOs, this is essential reading for those studying towards their National Award for Special
Educational Needs Co-ordination.

goodnotes vs notability for college students: How To Take Good Notes Angelos Georgakis,
2017-06-25 Why would I need a book on how to take notes? Notes are just notes! -- FALSE.
Scientists have found that note taking can be as mentally demanding as playing chess can be for an
expert. While you take notes, you listen carefully to the lecturer, you process the new material, you
organize it in your working memory, and you finally write down what you think is most important. All
this happens while someone is talking at an average speed of three words per second and someone



is writing down at an average speed of one-third of a word per second. It doesn't sound easy now,
does it? Notes are an important tool for learning. We don't take notes just to record a few facts so
we can review them later. Learning happens as we take notes. Taking notes the right way leads to
good study practices, better performance on exams, and long-term retention of information. Note
taking comes naturally. FALSE. Note taking is not obvious or intuitive. Research has shown that
students fail to capture 40% of the main points in a typical lecture. First-year students capture only
11%. In some studies, even the best note takers seem to record less than 75% of the important
information. People think they take good notes until they're told they don't. Few of us have
consciously thought about how we take notes (let alone how to improve the quality of them). We
often reproduce the lecturer's phrases verbatim. We don't save time by systematic use of
abbreviations. We fail to become a good psychologist of our lecturer. We fail to pick up his
enthusiasm. We fail to interpret the tone of his voice. We fail to read his body language. And the
result is that we fail to take good notes. Anyway, no one taught me how to take notes in school or in
college. TRUE. Educators believe that students are able to assess the quality of their notes and
follow good practices. However, studies have shown the exact opposite. The fact that there isn't a
course in college dedicated to the art of taking notes (or learning in general) makes students believe
that this is a natural skill that they can perfect with practice over the course of their studies. At the
end of the day, everyone has their own way to take notes. TRUE. In this book, you may be surprised
to learn that I don't make any references to different types of note-taking systems like those that
other books do. The reason is that it's the practices behind the note taking that matter most. For
example, you should not copy the lecturer's phrases word for word, but generate the main points in
your own words. And you should leave space on your notes for adding comments and testing yourself
later. I encourage students to use the Cornell note-taking system because it utilizes most of the
principles of effective note taking. No matter which note-taking system you decide to follow, the
cognitive effort you will have to expend is equally high. Note taking may not be rocket science, but
it's definitely science-cognitive science. And cognitive science has produced a lot of useful insights
that we can use now to take better notes. This book presents these insights in simple words, so you
can make the most of your notes and use them to study effectively. The title of this book is How to
take good notes. However, note taking is just one part of the picture. Note taking is much broader in
the context of this book. We take notes so we can interact with them later. What matters most is
what we do with our notes after we finish taking them. Notes can do so many good things for you.
They hold all your learning efforts. Treat them well. Look after them.
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