
how to block news websites
How to Block News Websites Effectively: A Comprehensive Guide

how to block news websites can be a crucial step for individuals seeking to regain focus, reduce
anxiety, or simply curate their online experience. In today's hyper-connected world, the constant
influx of news, often sensationalized or overwhelming, can significantly impact mental well-being and
productivity. This comprehensive guide delves into various methods, from simple browser extensions
to advanced router settings, that empower users to take control of their digital information diet. We
will explore how to restrict access to specific news outlets, understand the technical underpinnings of
these solutions, and discuss the benefits of such digital boundaries. By understanding these
techniques, you can effectively implement strategies to block news websites and foster a more
mindful online presence.
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Why Block News Websites?

The decision to block news websites stems from a variety of personal needs and digital wellness
goals. For many, it's about reclaiming precious time that would otherwise be consumed by endless
scrolling through headlines and articles. The pervasive nature of news cycles can create a sense of
urgency and anxiety, leading to a constant feeling of being "behind" or needing to stay informed
about every unfolding event. This can be particularly detrimental to concentration and deep work, as
the allure of checking the latest updates can derail even the most disciplined individual. Furthermore,
the often negative or emotionally charged content prevalent in news reporting can contribute to
increased stress, worry, and a generally pessimistic outlook. By implementing strategies to block
news websites, users can proactively mitigate these effects and foster a healthier relationship with



digital information.

The proliferation of information, both factual and speculative, makes it challenging to discern reliable
sources. This can lead to information overload, making it difficult to process and retain important
details. Blocking access to specific news outlets can help users avoid engaging with content that is
repetitive, biased, or simply not conducive to their mental state. It’s an act of digital self-care,
allowing individuals to create a more peaceful and productive online environment. This proactive
approach helps in managing digital consumption and ensuring that online time is spent on activities
that are more beneficial and less draining.

Methods for Blocking News Websites

There are several effective methods to block news websites, ranging from simple browser-based
solutions to more comprehensive network-level controls. The best approach often depends on your
specific needs and technical comfort level.

Browser Extensions for News Site Blocking

Browser extensions offer a convenient and user-friendly way to block specific websites directly within
your web browser. These tools are easily installed and can be customized to block a wide range of
sites.

Popular Browser Extension Options

Numerous browser extensions are available across different platforms like Chrome, Firefox, and Edge,
designed to empower users with website blocking capabilities. These extensions often feature
intuitive interfaces, allowing for quick addition and removal of blocked sites. Some popular and well-
regarded options include:

Freedom

BlockSite

StayFocusd

LeechBlock NG

Configuring Website Blockers

Once a browser extension is installed, the configuration process is typically straightforward. Users can



usually access a settings menu or options page where they can input the URLs of the news websites
they wish to block. Many extensions also offer additional features such as scheduled blocking, where
sites are blocked only during specific hours, or the ability to block entire categories of websites. Some
advanced blockers allow for password protection to prevent accidental disabling, ensuring the chosen
restrictions remain in place. Experimenting with different settings can help tailor the blocking
experience to individual needs and preferences, making the process highly personalized.

Operating System Level Blocking

For a more robust and system-wide approach, you can leverage your operating system's built-in tools
to block access to websites. This method is particularly effective as it bypasses the need for browser-
specific solutions and affects all applications that access the internet.

The Hosts File: A Technical Approach

The hosts file is a plain text file used by operating systems to map hostnames to IP addresses. When
you enter a website address into your browser, your computer first checks the hosts file. If it finds an
entry for that website, it uses the associated IP address. By intentionally misdirecting a news
website's hostname to an invalid or loopback IP address (like 127.0.0.1), you effectively prevent your
system from connecting to that site.

Editing the Hosts File on Windows

On Windows, editing the hosts file requires administrator privileges. You will need to locate the file,
typically found at `C:\Windows\System32\drivers\etc\hosts`. Open this file with Notepad or another
text editor and add new lines for each website you want to block. Each line should follow the format:
`127.0.0.1 newswebsite.com`. Ensure you include both the main domain and any subdomains you
wish to block. After saving the changes, you may need to flush your DNS cache for the changes to
take effect. This can usually be done by opening Command Prompt as an administrator and typing
`ipconfig /flushdns`.

Editing the Hosts File on macOS

On macOS, the hosts file is located at `/etc/hosts`. To edit it, you'll need to use the Terminal
application. Open Terminal and type `sudo nano /etc/hosts`. You will be prompted for your
administrator password. Similar to Windows, add lines in the format `127.0.0.1 newswebsite.com` for
each site you wish to block. Save the file by pressing Control + O, then Enter, and exit Nano by
pressing Control + X. Flushing the DNS cache on macOS can be done by typing `sudo dscacheutil -
flushcache; sudo killall -HUP mDNSResponder` in the Terminal.

Router-Level Blocking for Network-Wide Control



For a comprehensive solution that affects all devices connected to your home network, configuring
your router's settings is an effective strategy. This method ensures that any device, whether a
computer, smartphone, or tablet, cannot access the blocked news websites.

Accessing Router Settings

To access your router's settings, you'll typically need to open a web browser and enter your router's
IP address, often found on a sticker on the router itself or in your router's manual. Common IP
addresses include `192.168.1.1` or `192.168.0.1`. You will then need to log in using your router's
username and password. If you've never changed them, default credentials are often listed in the
manual or online.

Parental Controls and Website Filtering

Once logged into your router's administrative interface, look for sections labeled "Parental Controls,"
"Access Control," "Website Filtering," or "Firewall Settings." Within these sections, you can usually
create rules to block specific URLs or keywords. Some routers allow you to create a blacklist of
forbidden websites. You can add the domain names of news websites you wish to block here. The
exact steps will vary significantly depending on the make and model of your router, so consulting your
router's documentation is highly recommended.

Mobile Device Solutions

Blocking news websites on mobile devices is also achievable, allowing you to maintain control over
your information consumption even when you're on the go.

App Blockers on iOS and Android

Both iOS and Android platforms offer built-in features or third-party applications that can block access
to specific apps or websites. On iOS, this can be managed through "Screen Time," where you can set
app limits or restrict specific websites under "Content & Privacy Restrictions." On Android, the "Digital
Wellbeing" feature or dedicated app blockers from the Google Play Store can be utilized to restrict
access to websites within browsers or even block entire news apps.

Utilizing Screen Time or Digital Wellbeing Features

These built-in mobile features are designed to help users manage their screen time and digital habits.
For blocking news websites, you can typically add specific website URLs to a restricted list. If a news
app is the primary concern, you can often set time limits for that app or block its access to the
internet altogether through system settings or dedicated app blockers. This granular control allows for
a customized approach to managing news consumption on your mobile devices.



Advanced Techniques and Considerations

For those seeking more sophisticated control or a deeper understanding of how website blocking
works, exploring advanced techniques can be beneficial.

Understanding IP Addresses and Domain Names

At its core, internet navigation relies on the translation of human-readable domain names (like
"nytimes.com") into numerical IP addresses (like "172.217.160.142") that computers use to identify
each other. The Domain Name System (DNS) is responsible for this translation. When you block a
website using methods like the hosts file or router settings, you are essentially interfering with this
translation process, preventing your device or network from resolving the news website's domain
name to its actual IP address.

The Role of DNS Filtering

DNS filtering is a more advanced method where you can configure your network or device to use a
specific DNS server that automatically filters out requests for known news websites or malicious
content. Services like OpenDNS or Cloudflare offer family-friendly or custom filtering options that can
be set at the router level, protecting all connected devices. These services maintain extensive
databases of websites and can block categories of content, providing a proactive layer of protection
against unwanted online content, including news sites.

Benefits of Blocking News Websites

Implementing measures to block news websites can yield significant positive outcomes for an
individual's well-being and productivity. One of the most immediate benefits is a reduction in stress
and anxiety. Constant exposure to negative news cycles can create a sense of dread and
helplessness. By limiting this exposure, individuals can experience a calmer mental state and a more
optimistic outlook on life. This reduction in mental clutter allows for greater peace of mind and a more
balanced emotional perspective.

Furthermore, blocking news websites can dramatically improve focus and productivity. The
temptation to constantly check for updates is a major productivity killer. When these distractions are
removed, individuals can dedicate more time and mental energy to their work, studies, or personal
projects. This leads to a more efficient use of time and a greater sense of accomplishment. It allows
for deeper concentration and the ability to engage in tasks without interruption, fostering a more
effective and satisfying workflow. The reclaimed time can also be redirected towards more fulfilling
activities, hobbies, or spending quality time with loved ones, thereby enhancing overall quality of life.



FAQ

Q: What is the easiest way to block news websites on my
computer?
A: The easiest way to block news websites on your computer is typically by using a browser extension
like BlockSite or StayFocusd. These extensions are simple to install and allow you to quickly add
specific website URLs to a blocklist directly within your browser.

Q: Can I block news websites on all devices in my house?
A: Yes, you can block news websites on all devices in your house by configuring your home router.
Most routers have parental control or website filtering features that allow you to create a blacklist of
forbidden websites, which will then be inaccessible to any device connected to your network.

Q: How does blocking a website through the hosts file work?
A: Blocking a website through the hosts file involves redirecting the website's domain name to an
invalid IP address, such as 127.0.0.1 (which points to your own computer). When your computer tries
to access the news website, it will attempt to connect to your own machine instead of the actual
website, effectively preventing access.

Q: Are there any downsides to blocking news websites?
A: A potential downside is that you might miss important information if you rely on news for staying
informed about current events. It's crucial to find a balance and perhaps schedule specific times to
access news from trusted sources, rather than completely cutting yourself off.

Q: How can I block news websites on my smartphone?
A: On smartphones, you can block news websites using built-in features like "Screen Time" on iOS or
"Digital Wellbeing" on Android. These features allow you to set content restrictions, including blocking
specific websites within browsers or setting time limits for news apps.

Q: Will blocking a news website stop all its content from
appearing?
A: Blocking a specific news website's URL will prevent access to that particular site through your
chosen method. However, if the news is discussed or reported on other websites, or if you access it
through a different browser or device not under the blocking restriction, you may still encounter the
information.



Q: Is it possible to schedule website blocking so it only
happens at certain times?
A: Yes, many browser extensions and router settings offer scheduling features. This allows you to
block news websites only during specific hours, such as your work or study time, while still permitting
access during your leisure time.

Q: What is DNS filtering and how can it help block news
websites?
A: DNS filtering involves using a specialized DNS server that can block access to entire categories of
websites, including news. You configure your network or device to use this DNS server, and it
automatically prevents connections to any sites categorized as news or undesirable.
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  how to block news websites: Dark Web Communities Mei Gates, AI, 2025-02-27 Dark Web
Communities explores the hidden world of online platforms beyond the reach of standard search
engines. It examines the formation, communication methods, and real-world impact of these
clandestine groups, often associated with online crime and fringe social networks. Understanding
these digital spaces is crucial, since online activities increasingly influence offline events. The book
uniquely focuses on the sociological, technological, and criminological aspects of dark web
communities, tracing their evolution from early cypherpunk movements to modern-day anonymous
systems. One intriguing aspect is the fact that these communities, while linked to illicit activities, are
driven by diverse motivations, including political activism and privacy advocacy. The book begins by
defining the dark web and its technological underpinnings, such as Tor and blockchain. It progresses
by analyzing different types of dark web communities, including criminal forums, fringe social
networks, and platforms for political activism. The analysis is based on direct observation, leaked
data, and expert interviews, providing a comprehensive perspective. This approach helps in
understanding the human element driving these networks, offering a nuanced portrayal of their
complexities, rather than sensationalizing criminal activities.
  how to block news websites: How To Unblock Everything on The Internet - 2nd Edn Ankit
Fadia, 2012 How To Unblock Everything On The Internet is the 15th book written by the cyber
security expert and ethical hacker Ankit Fadia. This book comes to the rescue of all those who are
deprived of information on blocked websites: Social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter;
stock trading websites; USB ports; applications; chat software, and so much more. It teaches simple
ways to unblock access to everything on the Internet, whichever part of the world you are in. Of
interest to students, office-goers, travellers – in fact, just about anyone in front of a keyboard –
readers are advised to exercise caution in usage, taking the utmost care not to contravene existing
laws. The new edition is packed with even more information, with unblocking techniques for mobile
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phones, iPads, iPhone, and much more.
  how to block news websites: Examining Internet and Technology around the World
Laura M. Steckman, 2020-12-02 This book offers comparative insights into the challenges and
opportunities surrounding emerging technology and the internet as it is used and perceived
throughout the world, providing students with cross-cultural and cross-national perspectives. This
volume examines issues pertaining to the internet and technology, including access and censorship,
alternative energy technologies, artificial intelligence, autonomous robots, cyberbullying,
cybercrime, e-learning, GMOs, online privacy, and virtual and augmented reality. For each topic, the
volume features eight country-level perspectives that span the world to allow for comparisons of
different nations' specific approaches to the technology or issue. This encyclopedia takes a new
direction in understanding the importance and impact of emerging technologies on the world,
showing that even when experiencing similar technologically related challenges or advances, these
technologies do not form one-size-fits-all solutions for every nation and population. Even when
nations develop similar technologies, human dimensions – from policy to social norms to culture –
influence people and society across the world differently.
  how to block news websites: Access Denied Ronald Deibert, John Palfrey, Rafal Rohozinski,
Jonathan Zittrain, 2008-01-25 A study of Internet blocking and filtering around the world: analyses
by leading researchers and survey results that document filtering practices in dozens of countries.
Many countries around the world block or filter Internet content, denying access to information that
they deem too sensitive for ordinary citizens—most often about politics, but sometimes relating to
sexuality, culture, or religion. Access Denied documents and analyzes Internet filtering practices in
more than three dozen countries, offering the first rigorously conducted study of an accelerating
trend. Internet filtering takes place in more than three dozen states worldwide, including many
countries in Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa. Related Internet content-control mechanisms
are also in place in Canada, the United States and a cluster of countries in Europe. Drawing on a
just-completed survey of global Internet filtering undertaken by the OpenNet Initiative (a
collaboration of the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard Law School, the Citizen Lab
at the University of Toronto, the Oxford Internet Institute at Oxford University, and the University of
Cambridge) and relying on work by regional experts and an extensive network of researchers,
Access Denied examines the political, legal, social, and cultural contexts of Internet filtering in these
states from a variety of perspectives. Chapters discuss the mechanisms and politics of Internet
filtering, the strengths and limitations of the technology that powers it, the relevance of
international law, ethical considerations for corporations that supply states with the tools for
blocking and filtering, and the implications of Internet filtering for activist communities that
increasingly rely on Internet technologies for communicating their missions. Reports on Internet
content regulation in forty different countries follow, with each two-page country profile outlining
the types of content blocked by category and documenting key findings. Contributors Ross
Anderson, Malcolm Birdling, Ronald Deibert, Robert Faris, Vesselina Haralampieva [as per Rob
Faris], Steven Murdoch, Helmi Noman, John Palfrey, Rafal Rohozinski, Mary Rundle, Nart
Villeneuve, Stephanie Wang, Jonathan Zittrain
  how to block news websites: Financial Cryptography and Data Security Nikita Borisov,
Claudia Diaz, 2021-10-23 This double volume constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-conference
proceedings of the 25th International Conference on Financial Cryptography and Data Security, FC
2021, held online due to COVID-19, in March 2021. The 47 revised full papers and 4 short papers
together with 3 as Systematization of Knowledge (SoK) papers were carefully selected and reviewed
from 223 submissions. The accepted papers were organized according to their topics in 12 sessions:
Smart Contracts, Anonymity and Privacy in Cryptocurrencies, Secure Multi-Party Computation,
System and Application Security, Zero-Knowledge Proofs, Blockchain Protocols, Payment Channels,
Mining, Scaling Blockchains, Authentication and Usability, Measurement, and Cryptography.
  how to block news websites: Liberation Technology Larry Diamond, Marc F. Plattner,
2012-07-30 Liberation Technology brings together cutting-edge scholarship from scholars and



practitioners at the forefront of this burgeoning field of study. An introductory section defines the
debate with a foundational piece on liberation technology and is then followed by essays discussing
the popular dichotomy of liberation'' versus control with regard to the Internet and the sociopolitical
dimensions of such controls. Additional chapters delve into the cases of individual countries: China,
Egypt, Iran, and Tunisia.
  how to block news websites: Regulating Speech in Cyberspace Emily B. Laidlaw, 2015-08-07
Private companies exert considerable control over the flow of information on the internet. Whether
users are finding information with a search engine, communicating on a social networking site or
accessing the internet through an ISP, access to participation can be blocked, channelled, edited or
personalised. Such gatekeepers are powerful forces in facilitating or hindering freedom of
expression online. This is problematic for a human rights system which has historically treated
human rights as a government responsibility, and this is compounded by the largely light-touch
regulatory approach to the internet in the West. Regulating Speech in Cyberspace explores how
these gatekeepers operate at the intersection of three fields of study: regulation (more broadly, law),
corporate social responsibility and human rights. It proposes an alternative corporate governance
model for speech regulation, one that acts as a template for the increasingly common use of
non-state-based models of governance for human rights.
  how to block news websites: The Internet in China United States. Congress. House.
Committee on International Relations. Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human Rights, and
International Operations, 2006
  how to block news websites: The World News Prism William A. Hachten, James F. Scotton,
2015-05-26 Now available in a fully revised and updated ninth edition, World News Prism provides
in-depth analysis of the changing role of transnational news media in the 21st-century. Includes
three new chapters on Russia, Brazil, and India and a revised chapter on the Middle East written by
regional media experts Features comprehensive coverage of the growing impact of social media on
how news is being reported and received Charts the media revolutions occurring throughout the
world and examines their effects both locally and globally Surveys the latest developments in new
media and forecasts future developments
  how to block news websites: The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Internet Barney Warf, 2018-05-16
The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Internet addresses the many related topics pertaining to cyberspace,
email, the World Wide Web, and social media. Entries will range from popular topics such as Alibaba
and YouTube to important current controversies such as Net Neutrality and cyberterrorism.
  how to block news websites: From Woodblocks to the Internet Cynthia Brokaw, Christopher A.
Reed, 2010-10-07 These essays examine the transformation of Chinese print culture over the past
two centuries during which new technologies, intellectual change, and sociopolitical upheavals
expanded reading audiences, spawned new genres of print, and reshaped the relationship between
publishing and the state.
  how to block news websites: Country Reports on Human Rights Practices , 2006
  how to block news websites: The Arab-U.S. Strategic Partnership and the Changing
Security Balance in the Gulf Anthony H. Cordesman, 2015-11-10 The ongoing confrontation with
Iran, the war against ISIL, the instability in Iraq, the Civil war in Syria, and the conflict in Yemen
have all caused major changes in the security situation in the Persian Gulf and in the regional
military balance. The strategic partnership between Arab Gulf states, and with the United States and
other outside states, must now evolve to deal with conventional military threats and a range of new
threats, including ideological extremists, non-state actors and their state sponsors, and a growing
range of forces designed to fight asymmetric wars. This new report from the CSIS Burke Chair in
Strategy provides a 2015 assessment of the Gulf military balance, the military capabilities of each
Gulf state, the role of the United States as a security partner, and the priorities for change in the
structure of both the Gulf Cooperation Council and the Arab Gulf military partnership with the
United States. The assessment goes far beyond the conventional military balance and examines how
force developments in the region affect joint and asymmetric warfare, missiles and missile defense,



nuclear forces, as well as terrorism, the role of non-state actors, and outside powers.
  how to block news websites: Passive and Active Measurement David Choffnes, Marinho
Barcellos, 2019-03-12 This book constitutes the proceedings of the 20th International Conference on
Passive and Active Measurement, PAM 2019, held in Puerto Varas, Chile, in March 2019. The 20 full
papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 75 submissions. The papers cover a
wide range of important networking measurement and analysis topics from low layers of the network
stack up to applications, using measurements at scales large and small, and covering important
aspects of the network ecosystem such as routing, DNS, privacy, security, and performance. They
are organized in the following topical sections: mobile networks; measurement at Internet scale;
measuremen at other scales; domain names; failures; security and privacy; and Web.
  how to block news websites: Palo Alto Networks Network Certified Security Generalist
Certification Exam QuickTechie | A career growth machine, 2025-02-08 Mastering Network
Security with the Palo Alto Networks PCNSG Exam In today's dynamic cyber landscape,
safeguarding networks is paramount. The Palo Alto Networks Network Certified Security Generalist
(PCNSG) Exam validates expertise in next-generation firewall technologies, network security best
practices, and enterprise security solutions. This book is designed as the ultimate guide for
conquering the PCNSG certification, equipping you with the knowledge and skills to excel in this
critical domain. This comprehensive resource dives deep into key areas, including network security
fundamentals, firewall policies, intrusion prevention, threat intelligence, and Zero Trust
architectures. It provides a blend of theoretical knowledge and practical application, offering
step-by-step guides, hands-on labs, and real-world case studies to facilitate the effective
implementation of Palo Alto Networks security solutions. As QuickTechie.com emphasizes in its
resources, practical experience is key to mastering network security. This book mirrors that
philosophy by grounding theoretical concepts in practical scenarios. Whether you are a seasoned
network administrator, a budding security analyst, an IT professional seeking to enhance your
security acumen, or a cybersecurity enthusiast eager to break into the field, this book will empower
you with the expertise needed to defend modern networks against constantly evolving threats.
Inside, you'll discover: Network Security Fundamentals: A thorough exploration of basic and
advanced security principles essential for modern networks. Firewall Technologies & Deployment:
In-depth instruction on configuring and managing Palo Alto Networks next-generation firewalls
(NGFWs). Intrusion Prevention & Threat Management: Guidance on implementing real-time
protection against malware, exploits, and sophisticated cyberattacks. Zero Trust Network Security:
Strategies for developing and implementing Zero Trust security models to significantly enhance
enterprise network protection. Security Operations & Threat Intelligence: Techniques for
monitoring, analyzing, and effectively responding to cyber threats using tools like Cortex XDR, as
highlighted in many articles on QuickTechie.com. Cloud & Hybrid Network Security: Best practices
for securing multi-cloud and hybrid enterprise environments, an increasingly important area as
noted by QuickTechie.com. Hands-On Labs & Exam Preparation: A wealth of real-world security
scenarios, configuration tasks, and sample exam questions designed to solidify your understanding
and prepare you for the PCNSG exam. Why choose this book? Comprehensive & Exam-Focused:
Covers all domains of the PCNSG Exam, ensuring you're fully prepared for certification success.
Hands-On & Practical: Provides real-world firewall configurations, security use cases, and
troubleshooting guides, reflecting the practical approach advocated by QuickTechie.com.
Industry-Relevant: Aligns with the latest network security trends, cloud security strategies, and
prominent cybersecurity frameworks. Beginner-Friendly Yet In-Depth: Suitable for both newcomers
to network security and experienced IT professionals looking to deepen their knowledge. Up-to-Date
with Latest Threats: Equips you with the knowledge to defend against emerging cybersecurity
threats, including ransomware and AI-driven attacks. This book is perfect for: Network
Administrators & Security Engineers tasked with securing corporate and cloud-based networks.
Cybersecurity Analysts & IT Professionals pursuing PCNSG certification. SOC Analysts & Incident
Responders who work with firewalls, network monitoring tools, and threat intelligence platforms.



System Administrators & DevOps Engineers responsible for managing secure cloud environments
and hybrid networks. Students & Career Changers seeking a strong foundation in network security
as they enter the cybersecurity field. Your journey to network security mastery starts here. Prepare
for the PCNSG certification and gain the real-world cybersecurity skills demanded in corporate
networks, security operations centers (SOCs), and cloud environments. As QuickTechie.com
consistently points out, continuous learning is the cornerstone of success in cybersecurity, and this
book will set you on the right path.
  how to block news websites: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2009
  how to block news websites: Routledge Handbook of Autocratization in Southeast Asia
Netina Tan, Yuko Kasuya, 2025-07-31 The Routledge Handbook of Autocratization in Southeast Asia
examines how global and domestic forces of autocratization affect regional and local politics. It
analyzes how the interactions of international and domestic factors affect actors and institutions in
both democracies and autocracies in the region. Bringing together a representative slate of both
local and international, junior and senior scholars of different methodological backgrounds, this
Handbook cross-examines regional trends and provides an insider view of the causes and effects of
autocratization in a region with diverse experiences with de-colonization, state-building, and
economic and political developments. The 28 chapters are organized into three sections. Part I
examines a range of structural, international, socio-political, technological, and ideological causal
factors of autocratization. Part II offers a comparative analysis of the consequences of
autocratization on key actors and democratic institutions. Part III provides a more detailed study of
autocratic consolidation and pushback in each country in Southeast Asia. Taking into account
structural-historical, institutional, and cultural factors, the contributors analyze how domestic actors
and democratic institutions withstand the global forces of autocratization. This Handbook fills
empirical gaps in the current scholarship by focusing on all nation-states in the Association of
Southeast Asia Nations and Timor-Leste, varied regime types with diverse socio-religious
backgrounds. It is the first authoritative reference work dedicated to Southeast Asia’s
autocratization and will be an indispensable reference work for academics and policymakers
interested in democracy and autocracy, regime transition, and Southeast Asian politics.
  how to block news websites: The Internet in China Zixue Tai, 2007-05-07 The Internet in
China examines the cultural and political ramifications of the Internet for Chinese society. The rapid
growth of the Internet has been enthusiastically embraced by the Chinese government, but the
government has also rushed to seize control of the virtual environment. Individuals have responded
with impassioned campaigns against official control of information. The emergence of a civil society
via cyberspace has had profound effects upon China--for example, in 2003, based on an Internet
campaign, the Chinese Supreme People's Court overturned the ruling of a local court for the first
time since the Communist Party came to power in 1949. The important question this book asks is not
whether the Internet will democratize China, but rather in what ways the Internet is democratizing
communication in China. How is the Internet empowering individuals by fostering new types of
social spaces and redefining existing social relations?
  how to block news websites: Tweeting to Freedom Jim Willis, Anthony R. Fellow, 2017-06-15
This book provides an insightful and comprehensive look at the issues regarding the use of the
Internet and social media by activists in more than 30 countries—and how many governments in
these countries are trying to blunt these efforts to promote freedom. The innovators who created
social media might never have imagined the possibility: that activists living in countries where
oppressive conditions are the norm would use social media to call for changes to bring greater
freedom, opportunity, and justice to the masses. The attributes of social media that make it so
powerful for casual socializing—the ability to connect with nearly limitless numbers of like-minded
individuals instantaneously—enables political activists to recruit, communicate, and organize like
never before. This book examines three aspects of the use of social media for political activism: the
degrees of media freedom practiced in countries around the world; the methods by which
governments attempt to block access to information; and the various ways in which activists use the



media—especially social media—to advance their cause of greater freedoms. Readers will learn how
these political uprisings came from the grassroots efforts of oppressed and unhappy citizens
desperate to make better lives for themselves and others like them—and how the digital age is
allowing them to protest and call attention to their plights in unprecedented ways.
  how to block news websites: Social Media Warfare Michael Erbschloe, 2017-05-08 Social
media applications can be weaponized with very little skill. Social media warfare has become a
burden that nation states, government agencies, and corporations need to face. To address the
social media warfare threat in a reasonable manner that reduces uncertainty requires dedication
and attention over a very long-term. To stay secure, they need to develop the capability to defend
against social media warfare attacks. Addressing unconventional warfare strategies and tactics
takes time and experience, plus planning and dedication. This book will help managers develop a
sound understanding of how social media warfare can impact their nation or their organization.
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