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how to get more free onedrive storage how to get more free onedrive storage is a question many

users ask as they fill up their initial allocation. OneDrive, Microsoft's cloud storage solution, offers a

convenient way to store, sync, and share files across all your devices. While the free tier provides a

decent starting point, expanding this capacity is often necessary for managing larger workloads,

extensive photo libraries, or important work documents. This comprehensive guide will explore various

legitimate and effective methods to increase your free OneDrive storage space, covering everything

from utilizing promotional offers to leveraging connected services. We will delve into specific strategies

and actionable steps, ensuring you can maximize your cloud storage without resorting to paid

subscriptions.

Table of Contents

Understanding Your Current OneDrive Storage

Maximizing Existing Free Storage

Leveraging Microsoft Rewards

Utilizing Promotional Offers and Bundles

Connecting Other Microsoft Services

Referral Programs and Sharing

Managing and Optimizing Your Files

Considerations for Long-Term Storage Needs

Understanding Your Current OneDrive Storage

Before you can effectively increase your OneDrive storage, it's crucial to understand how much space

you currently have and how it's being utilized. Microsoft typically offers 5GB of free OneDrive storage

to all users with a Microsoft account. This foundational amount is accessible across various devices,

allowing for basic file syncing and backup. Knowing your current usage is the first step in identifying



areas where you can reclaim space or identify opportunities for expansion. You can easily check your

OneDrive storage by navigating to the OneDrive website and signing in with your Microsoft account. A

visual representation of your storage usage is usually displayed, detailing the total capacity and the

amount currently occupied.

Understanding the different types of storage associated with your Microsoft account is also beneficial.

For instance, personal Microsoft accounts have a base OneDrive storage limit, while business or

education accounts managed through Microsoft 365 subscriptions often come with significantly larger

allocations, sometimes as much as 1TB or more per user. However, this article focuses on methods

for personal, free OneDrive accounts. Identifying any temporary storage increases from past

promotions is also a good practice, as these might expire and affect your available space.

Maximizing Existing Free Storage

One of the most immediate ways to "get more free OneDrive storage" is to optimize the space you

already have. This involves decluttering and efficiently managing your files. Often, users accumulate

duplicate files, old versions of documents, or unnecessary large media files that consume valuable

gigabytes. Regular audits of your OneDrive folders can reveal these hidden storage hogs.

Deleting Unnecessary Files

The simplest method to free up space is to remove files you no longer need. This includes old project

files, outdated backups, large video files you've already watched or saved elsewhere, and duplicate

documents. Be sure to empty your OneDrive Recycle Bin afterward, as deleted files still occupy space

until permanently removed. A thorough review of your folders, especially those containing large media,

can yield significant storage savings.

Utilizing the OneDrive Files On-Demand Feature

For Windows and macOS users, OneDrive's Files On-Demand feature is a game-changer. This setting



allows you to see all your OneDrive files in File Explorer or Finder without downloading them all to

your device. Files appear with online-only icons, and they are only downloaded when you open them.

This effectively means you have access to all your cloud files without them taking up local storage

space. You can mark specific files or folders as "Always keep on this device" if you need offline

access, while leaving others as online-only to conserve local disk space and, by extension, make more

room for other files on your computer.

Managing Photos and Videos

Photos and videos are often the largest contributors to cloud storage consumption. OneDrive offers

automatic camera roll backup, which is convenient but can quickly fill up your storage. Consider

reviewing your photo library and deleting unwanted or duplicate pictures. For very large video files, you

might consider storing them on an external hard drive or a different service if they are not frequently

accessed. Alternatively, compressing video files before uploading them can also reduce their storage

footprint.

Leveraging Microsoft Rewards

Microsoft Rewards is a loyalty program that allows users to earn points for performing various

activities, such as searching with Bing, shopping on the Microsoft Store, and completing daily sets.

These accumulated points can then be redeemed for a variety of rewards, including gift cards,

discounts, and, importantly, additional OneDrive storage. While the storage redemption options can

vary and may not always be available, it's a consistent and legitimate way to gradually increase your

free OneDrive capacity.

Earning Points for Storage

The core of Microsoft Rewards is earning points. You can earn points daily by engaging with Microsoft

services. Regularly using Bing for your searches, exploring the Microsoft Store for deals, and



participating in quizzes and polls on the Rewards dashboard are all effective methods. The key is

consistency; even a small amount of points earned daily can add up over time. Keep an eye on the

"Redeem" section of the Microsoft Rewards portal for any available OneDrive storage offers. These

might be presented as a one-time storage boost or a recurring monthly addition.

Utilizing Promotional Offers and Bundles

Microsoft frequently collaborates with other companies or offers special promotions that include bonus

OneDrive storage. These offers can be tied to purchasing new hardware, subscribing to certain

services, or participating in specific campaigns. Staying informed about these opportunities can lead to

significant, albeit sometimes temporary, increases in your free storage.

Bundled Services and Hardware

When purchasing new devices like laptops or smartphones, especially those running Windows or

Android, look for bundled offers that might include extended OneDrive storage. Similarly, some

software subscriptions or cloud services might come with OneDrive storage as an added perk. These

are often advertised during the checkout process or in the product documentation. Always read the

fine print to understand the duration and terms of any promotional storage.

Special Campaigns and Events

Microsoft occasionally runs special campaigns or participates in events where free OneDrive storage is

offered as an incentive. These could be related to a new product launch, a holiday promotion, or a

partnership with a non-profit organization. Following Microsoft's official blogs, social media channels,

and tech news outlets can help you stay updated on such time-sensitive opportunities.



Connecting Other Microsoft Services

Your Microsoft account often acts as a central hub for various services, and integrating these can

sometimes unlock additional OneDrive storage benefits. While direct storage increases from

connecting unrelated services are rare, optimizing the use of integrated Microsoft products can

indirectly help manage your storage more effectively.

OneDrive with Microsoft 365

If you have a Microsoft 365 subscription (even a personal one), it typically comes with 1TB of

OneDrive storage per user. While this is a paid service, it's important to distinguish it from the free tier.

If you are currently on the free tier and your needs exceed its capacity, a Microsoft 365 subscription is

the most direct and substantial way to get a large amount of OneDrive storage. However, this guide is

focused on free options. Keep this in mind for future considerations.

Xbox Game Pass and Cloud Gaming

While not directly offering more OneDrive storage, services like Xbox Game Pass can sometimes be

part of broader Microsoft bundles that might include cloud benefits. It's always worth checking the

terms of any Microsoft subscription you hold or are considering, as storage perks can occasionally be

included as part of a larger package, even if they are not the primary benefit.

Referral Programs and Sharing

In the past, OneDrive has offered referral programs where both the referrer and the referred user could

earn additional storage. While these programs can be cyclical and may not always be active, they

represent a significant opportunity when available. Keeping an eye on Microsoft's announcements

regarding OneDrive features and promotions is key.



Past Referral Successes

Historically, users could invite friends to try OneDrive, and upon successful sign-up or meeting certain

criteria, both parties would receive extra storage space. These offers were often time-limited and had

caps on how much bonus storage could be earned. If Microsoft revives such a program, it's an

excellent way to organically increase your free storage by engaging your social network.

Family Sharing Considerations

While not directly increasing your free individual storage, understanding how families share Microsoft

365 benefits can be relevant. If you are part of a Microsoft 365 Family subscription, each member gets

their own 1TB of OneDrive storage. This is a shared subscription cost, but the individual storage

allocation is substantial. For purely free tier users, direct referral programs are the primary sharing-

related method.

Managing and Optimizing Your Files

Proactive file management is key to maintaining ample free storage over the long term. Instead of

waiting until you're nearly full, adopt good habits that prevent overconsumption. This involves a

combination of regular clean-ups and smart storage practices.

Regularly Reviewing Storage Usage

Make it a habit to check your OneDrive storage usage at least once a month. This allows you to

identify any unexpected increases in usage and address them promptly. If you notice your storage is

climbing rapidly, investigate which folders or file types are consuming the most space. This proactive

approach helps prevent the panic of running out of space unexpectedly.



Compressing Files Before Uploading

For large archives or collections of files that you don't need to access individually very often, consider

compressing them into a single .zip or .rar file before uploading. Compressed files take up less space

in your OneDrive, allowing you to store more data within your existing limits. Tools like built-in

Windows compression or free third-party software can assist with this.

Using External Storage for Archives

For extremely large files or long-term archives that you rarely need to access, consider using external

hard drives or network-attached storage (NAS) devices. This is a cost-effective way to manage vast

amounts of data without consuming your valuable cloud storage. You can then keep only the most

frequently accessed or critical files in OneDrive for easy access and syncing.

Considerations for Long-Term Storage Needs

While the methods outlined above can help you maximize your free OneDrive storage, it's important to

acknowledge that there are limits to how much you can accumulate through these strategies. If your

file storage needs are consistently growing and exceeding the free tier, it might be time to evaluate

paid options or alternative cloud storage providers.

Evaluating Paid Subscriptions

Microsoft 365 subscriptions, as mentioned, offer substantial OneDrive storage at a reasonable cost,

especially when considering the other benefits included, such as Office applications. If your budget

allows and your storage needs are significant, this is often the most straightforward and reliable

solution for increasing your capacity. Compare the plans and features to find the best fit for your

requirements.



Exploring Alternative Cloud Storage

While OneDrive is an excellent service, other cloud storage providers also exist, some of which may

offer different free storage tiers or competitive pricing for paid plans. If you find that your needs are

consistently outpacing what OneDrive can offer for free, researching alternatives like Google Drive,

Dropbox, or iCloud can provide additional options. However, remember to factor in the convenience of

integration with your existing Microsoft ecosystem.

---

Q: Can I get unlimited free OneDrive storage?

A: Currently, Microsoft does not offer unlimited free OneDrive storage. The standard free tier is 5GB,

and while there are ways to earn bonus storage, it is not unlimited.

Q: How often can I redeem Microsoft Rewards for OneDrive storage?

A: The availability of OneDrive storage as a redemption option in Microsoft Rewards can vary. It's not

a constant offering, so you should check the Rewards redemption page regularly for current

opportunities.

Q: Do referral programs for OneDrive storage still exist?

A: OneDrive referral programs are not consistently active. Microsoft introduces and occasionally retires

such programs. It's best to monitor official Microsoft announcements for any new referral initiatives.

Q: Is there a limit to how much bonus storage I can get from



promotions?

A: Yes, promotional offers and bonus storage are typically capped. The specific limit will depend on

the terms and conditions of each individual promotion.

Q: How can I find out if a new OneDrive storage promotion is

available?

A: You can stay informed by following Microsoft's official OneDrive blog, their social media channels,

and reputable tech news websites that cover Microsoft product updates and promotions.

Q: What is the difference between free OneDrive storage and OneDrive

included with Microsoft 365?

A: Free OneDrive storage is the basic 5GB allocated to users with a Microsoft account. OneDrive

included with Microsoft 365 typically offers 1TB or more per user and comes bundled with other

Microsoft Office applications and services.

Q: Can I get more free storage by referring friends to Microsoft 365

instead of just OneDrive?

A: Referral programs are usually tied to specific products or services. While Microsoft might have

referral offers for Microsoft 365 subscriptions, these are distinct from individual OneDrive storage

referral programs and typically involve subscription benefits rather than just cloud storage.

Q: How does the Files On-Demand feature help me get more "free"



storage?

A: Files On-Demand allows you to see all your OneDrive files without downloading them, saving

significant space on your local device. This effectively makes your cloud storage accessible without

consuming local disk space, so you have more room for other files on your computer.

How To Get More Free Onedrive Storage

Find other PDF articles:
https://phpmyadmin.fdsm.edu.br/health-fitness-02/Book?trackid=DlS55-7933&title=best-sneakers-fo
r-hiit-workouts.pdf

  how to get more free onedrive storage: Windows 10 All-in-One For Dummies Woody
Leonhard, 2018-06-15 Welcome to the world of Windows 10! Are you ready to become the resident
Windows 10 expert in your office? Look no further! This book is your one-stop shop for everything
related to the latest updates to this popular operating system. With the help of this comprehensive
resource, you'll be able to back up your data and ensure the security of your network, use Universal
Apps to make your computer work smarter, and personalize your Windows 10 experience. Windows
10 powers more than 400 million devices worldwide—and now you can know how to make it work
better for you with Windows 10 All-in-One For Dummies. You’ll find out how to personalize Windows,
use the universal apps, control your system, secure Windows 10, and so much more. Covers the most
recent updates to this globally renowned operating system Shows you how to start out with Windows
10 Walks you through maintaining and enhancing the system Makes it easy to connect with
universal and social apps If you’re a businessperson or Windows power-user looking to make this
popular software program work for you, the buck stops here!
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Office 365 All-in-One For Dummies Peter
Weverka, Matt Wade, 2022-01-06 Multiply your productivity with the world's most straightforward
guide to the world's most popular office software Microsoft Office 365 contains straightforward tools
for virtually every office task you could possibly think of. And learning how to use this powerful
software is much easier than you might expect! With the latest edition of Office 365 All-in-One For
Dummies, you'll get a grip on some of the most popular and effective office software on the planet,
including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Access, Publisher, and Teams. This expanded handbook
walks you through the ins and outs of reviewing and composing documents with Word, hosting and
joining meetings with Teams, crunching numbers with Excel, and answering emails with Outlook.
And it's ideal for anyone who's brand new to Office and those who just need a quick refresher on the
latest useful updates from Microsoft. In this one-stop reference, you'll find: Step-by-step instructions
on the installation, maintenance, and navigation of all the critical components of Office 365
Guidance for using Office 365's built-in online and cloud functionality Complete explanations of what
every part of Office 365 is used for and how to apply them to your life Office 365 All-in-One For
Dummies is the last handbook you'll ever need to apply Microsoft's world-famous software suite to
countless everyday tasks.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Microsoft Office 2019 Inside Out Joe Habraken,
2018-11-19 Conquer Microsoft Office 2019–from the inside out! Dive into Microsoft Office 2019–and

https://phpmyadmin.fdsm.edu.br/technology-for-daily-life-03/pdf?title=how-to-get-more-free-onedrive-storage.pdf&trackid=xxw77-1567
https://phpmyadmin.fdsm.edu.br/health-fitness-02/Book?trackid=DlS55-7933&title=best-sneakers-for-hiit-workouts.pdf
https://phpmyadmin.fdsm.edu.br/health-fitness-02/Book?trackid=DlS55-7933&title=best-sneakers-for-hiit-workouts.pdf


really put its productivity toolsand services to work! This supremely organized reference packs
hundreds of timesaving solutions, tips, and workarounds–all you need to make the most of Office’s
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Systematically improve email productivity and security with Outlook. Manage appointments and
tasks and quickly plan meetings.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Windows 11 All-in-One For Dummies Ciprian Adrian
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operating system and get the most out of the latest version. From securing and protecting your most
personal information to socializing and sharing on social media platforms and making your Windows
PC your own through personalization, this book offers step-by-step instructions to unlocking
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Platform to make the most of Power Apps, Power Automate, Power BI, and Power Virtual Agents.
Lastly, you will learn how to build custom Teams and SharePoint solutions. By the end of the book,
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throughout focus on technical services staff operations, specifically acquisitions and electronic
collection management, each tool’s features and use cases are transferable among all areas of
librarianship. This guide provides insights into how collaborative, dynamic, and accessible these
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added value of technology to educational learning outcomes, the perception of the requirement to



keep up with the fast pace of technological innovation, a lack of knowledge of affordable educational
digital tools and a lack of understanding of pedagogical strategies to embrace digital technologies in
their teaching. This book presents theoretical perspectives of learning and teaching today’s digital
students with technology and propose a pragmatic and sustainable framework for teachers’
professional learning to embed digital technologies into their repertoire of teaching strategies in a
systematic, coherent and comfortable manner so that technology integration becomes an almost
effortless pedagogy in their day-to-day teaching. The materials in this book are comprised of original
and innovative contributions, including empirical data, to existing scholarship in this field. Examples
of pedagogical possibilities that are both new and currently practised across a range of teaching
contexts are featured. ​
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Word 2016 For Professionals For Dummies Dan
Gookin, 2016-07-28 The most comprehensive guide to Microsoft Word 2016 If you're a professional
who uses Word, but aren't aware of its many features or get confused about how they work best,
Word 2016 For Professionals For Dummies answers all your burning questions about the world's
number-one word processing software. Offering in-depth coverage of topics you won't find in Word
2016 For Dummies, this guide focuses on the professional's needs, giving you all you need to know
not only do your job well, but to do it even better. As Microsoft continues to hone Word with each
new release, new features are added beyond basic word processing. From using Word to create blog
posts to importing data from Excel to expertly flowing text around objects, it covers the gamut of
Word's more advanced capabilities—including those you probably don't know exist. Whether you're
looking to use Word to build a master document, collaborate and share, publish an ebook, or
anything in between, the thorough, step-by-step guidance in Word 2016 For Professionals For
Dummies makes it easier. Discover neat Word editing tips and tricks to create complex documents
Share documents and collaborate with others Format text, paragraphs, and pages like never before
Add Excel charts and graphics to Word documents Create an ebook Essential reading for the Word
power user who wants to be more productive and efficient at work, this handy guide gives you the
boost to take your skills to the next level.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Windows 10 May 2019 Update: The Missing Manual
David Pogue, 2019-05-10 The Windows 10 May 2019 Update adds a host of new and improved
features to Microsoft’s flagship operating system—and this jargon-free guide helps you get the most
out of every component. This in-depth Missing Manual covers the entire system and introduces you
to the latest features in the Windows Professional, Enterprise, Education, and Home editions. You’ll
learn how to take advantage of improvements to the Game Bar, Edge browser, Windows Online,
smartphone features, and a lot more. Written by David Pogue—tech critic for Yahoo Finance and
former columnist for The New York Times—this updated edition illuminates its subject with technical
insight, plenty of wit, and hardnosed objectivity.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: MCA Microsoft 365 Certified Associate Modern
Desktop Administrator Complete Study Guide with 900 Practice Test Questions William
Panek, 2023-01-05 Complete, UPDATED study guide for MCA Modern Desktop Administrator
certification exams, MD-100 and MD-101. Covers new Windows 11, services, technologies, and
more! MCA Microsoft 365 Certified Associate Modern Desktop Administrator Complete Study Guide,
Second Edition, is your all-in-one guide to preparing for the exams that will earn you the MCA
Modern Desktop Administrator certification! In this book, well-known Windows guru and five-time
Microsoft MVP, William Panek, guides you through the latest versions of the Windows Client exam
(MD-100) and the Managing Modern Desktops exam (MD-101). This one-stop resource covers 100%
of the objectives for both exams, providing real world scenarios, hands-on exercises, and challenging
review questions. You’ll also dive deeper into some of the more complex topics and technologies,
including deploying, maintaining, and upgrading Windows; managing devices and data; configuring
storage and connectivity; managing apps and data; and more. Learn everything you need to know to
pass the MD-100 and MD-101 exams Earn your MCA Modern Desktop Administrator certification to
launch or advance your career Access exercises, review questions, flashcards, and practice exams, in



the book and online Master all of the test objectives for the latest exam versions—updated for
Windows 11 With this study guide, you also get access to Sybex’s superior online learning
environment, including an assessment test, hundreds of practice exams, flashcards, searchable
glossary, and videos for many of the chapter exercises. This is the perfect test prep resource for
admins preparing for certification and anyone looking to upgrade their existing skills to Microsoft’s
latest desktop client.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Internet Technologies and Information Services
Joseph B. Miller, 2014-08-26 The Internet has enabled the convergence of all things
information-related. This book provides essential, foundational knowledge of the application of
Internet and web technologies in the information and library professions. Internet Technologies and
Information Services: Second Edition is a vital asset to students preparing for careers in library and
information science and provides expanded coverage to important new developments while still
covering Internet foundations. In addition to networking, the Internet, HTML, web design, web
programming, XML, and web searching, this new edition covers additional topics such as cloud
computing, content management systems, eBook technologies, mobile technologies and applications,
relational database management systems (RDMS), open source software, and virtual private
networking. It also provides information on virtualization and related systems, including desktop
virtualization systems. With clear and simple explanations, the book helps students form a solid,
basic IT knowledge that prepares them for more advanced studies in technology. It supplies an
introductory history of the Internet and an examination of current trends with specific emphasis on
how online information access affects the LIS fields. Author Joseph B. Miller, MSLS, explains
Internet protocols and current broadband connectivity options; Internet security issues and steps to
take to block threats; building the web with markup languages, programming, and content
management systems; and elements of information access on the web: content formats, information
retrieval, and Internet search.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: MCSA: Windows 10 Complete Study Guide William
Panek, 2017-01-25 The go-to MCSA prep guide, updated for Windows 10 and the new exams MCSA
Windows 10 Complete Study Guide is your comprehensive resource for taking both Exams 70-698
and 70-697. Covering 100% of all exam objectives, this study guide goes beyond mere review to
delve deeper into the complex topics and technologies to help you strengthen your understanding
and sharpen your skills. Written by a veteran Microsoft MVP, this guide walks you through MCSA
skills in context to show you how concepts are applied in real-world situations. Hands-on exercises
speed the learning process and facilitate internalization, while review questions challenge and test
the depth of your understanding. You also get access to the Sybex interactive online learning
environment, featuring flashcards, videos, an assessment test, and bonus practice exams to face
exam day with confidence. The MCSA certification process has changed; Exam 70-698 tests your
skills in installing and configuring Windows 10, and then Exam 70-697 gauges your abilities in
configuring Windows devices. This book is your ideal companion to study for both exams. Study 100
percent of the objectives for Exams 70-698 and 70-697 Apply your knowledge with hands-on
exercises Test your skills with challenging review questions Access videos, electronic flashcards, a
searchable glossary, and bonus practice exams The demand for qualified Windows 10 professionals
will be high, as more than half of the corporate user base that skipped Windows 8/8.1 is expected to
adopt Windows 10. If you want the skills that are in demand, you need to get certified; if you're
ready to get serious about the exam, MCSA: Windows 10 Complete Study Guide is the resource you
shouldn't be without.
  how to get more free onedrive storage: Microsoft SharePoint 2016 Step by Step Olga M.
Londer, Penelope Coventry, 2016-11-14 This is the eBook of the printed book and may not include
any media, website access codes, or print supplements that may come packaged with the bound
book. This is learning made easy! Get productive fast with SharePoint 2016, and jump in wherever
you need answers: brisk lessons and colorful screen shots show you exactly what to do, step by step
– and practice files help you build your skills. Fully updated for today's powerful new version of



SharePoint, Microsoft SharePoint 2016 Step by Step shows you how to do all this: Customize your
team site's layout, features, and apps Manage and share ideas, documents, and data Capture and
organize content into lists and libraries Automate business processes with built-in workflows Use
social features to communicate and collaborate Work with SharePoint's business intelligence
features Publish content using enhanced web content management Use SharePoint with Excel,
Access, Outlook, and Lync And much more...
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