migrating from evernote to obsidian

Migrating from Evernote to Obsidian: A Comprehensive Guide

Migrating from Evernote to Obsidian represents a significant shift for users
seeking a more flexible, powerful, and privacy-focused note-taking
experience. This transition, while requiring careful planning, unlocks a
world of interconnected thought, deep knowledge management, and personalized
workflows. This comprehensive guide will walk you through every essential
step of this journey, from understanding the core differences between the
platforms to successfully importing your notes and leveraging Obsidian’s
unique features. We will delve into the technical aspects of data migration,
explore strategies for organizing your newly imported knowledge base, and
offer insights into how to make the most of Obsidian’s extensibility. Whether
you are a casual note-taker or a dedicated knowledge worker, this article
provides the roadmap for a smooth and efficient move to Obsidian.
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Why Migrate from Evernote to Obsidian?

The decision to migrate from Evernote to Obsidian is often driven by a desire
for greater control over one's data and a more robust system for building
interconnected knowledge. Evernote, while user-friendly and widely adopted,
operates on a proprietary cloud infrastructure, which can lead to concerns
about data lock-in and privacy. Obsidian, conversely, stores your notes
locally as plain text Markdown files, offering complete ownership and
portability. This fundamental difference in data management is a primary
motivator for many users considering the switch. Furthermore, Obsidian’s
approach to note-taking is centered around the concept of a "second brain,"
emphasizing bidirectional linking and graph visualization to reveal
connections between ideas that might otherwise remain hidden. This makes it
an exceptionally powerful tool for research, learning, and creative work.

Beyond data ownership and interconnectedness, Obsidian's extensibility



through community plugins and themes offers a level of customization
unmatched by Evernote. Users can tailor their workspace to suit specific
workflows, integrate with other tools, and enhance functionality in ways that
cater to their unique needs. This adaptability is crucial for those who view
their notes not just as a repository of information but as an active
component of their thinking process. The freedom to sculpt your digital
environment, combined with the core principles of networked thought, presents
a compelling argument for undertaking the migration process.

Understanding the Core Differences

The transition from Evernote to Obsidian necessitates a clear understanding
of their fundamental design philosophies and functionalities. Evernote is a
cloud-based, proprietary application that organizes notes into notebooks and
stacks. It excels at capturing a wide range of content, including web
clippings, images, audio, and PDFs, and offers robust search capabilities.
Its interface is designed for ease of use and broad accessibility across
multiple devices, relying on its servers to sync and store all data.

Obsidian, on the other hand, is a local-first application built around
Markdown files stored in a user—-defined folder structure, often referred to
as a "vault." Its core strength lies in its emphasis on bidirectional
linking, which allows users to create explicit connections between notes,
forming a personal knowledge graph. This graph visualization provides a
unique way to explore relationships between ideas and discover emergent
patterns. While Obsidian can handle various file types, its primary focus is
on text-based content and the cultivation of linked thought. The application
is highly customizable through a vast ecosystem of community plugins,
enabling users to extend its functionality significantly to build a truly
bespoke note-taking system.

Data Storage and Ownership

A critical distinction lies in how each platform handles your data. Evernote
stores your notes on its servers, accessible through its applications and web
interface. While convenient for syncing, this means your data is subject to
Evernote's terms of service and infrastructure. You are essentially renting
space on their servers. Obsidian, in stark contrast, stores all your notes as
plain text Markdown files directly on your local device. This means you have
absolute control and ownership over your data. You can access, edit, and back
up your notes using any file explorer or text editor, ensuring long-term
accessibility and freedom from vendor lock-in. This local-first approach is a
cornerstone of Obsidian’s appeal for privacy-conscious users and those who
prioritize data sovereignty.

Note Organization and Linking

Evernote employs a hierarchical structure of notebooks and notebooks stacks,
with tags serving as a secondary organizational layer. This system is
straightforward for many users but can become rigid as the number of notes
grows. Finding information relies heavily on the notebook structure and tag



system, along with its powerful search functionality. Obsidian champions a
decentralized and interconnected approach. Notes are files in a folder, but
the real power comes from its native support for wikilinks (using ~ [[Note
Name] ] ~ syntax). These links create explicit relationships between notes.
Crucially, Obsidian features bidirectional linking, meaning if Note A links
to Note B, Note B will automatically show a link back to Note A. This creates
a network of knowledge where connections are not Jjust superficial tags but
direct relationships, fostering deeper understanding and discovery through
its visual graph view.

Extensibility and Customization

Evernote offers a relatively fixed feature set, with some integrations
available, but its core functionality remains largely the same across all
users. Customization is limited to basic theme options and editing
preferences. Obsidian, however, is a platform designed for deep
customization. Its robust plugin API allows a vibrant community to develop an
extensive library of plugins that extend its capabilities in virtually any
direction. From Kanban boards and calendar views to advanced outlining tools,
task management integrations, and even custom themes, Obsidian can be molded
to fit almost any workflow. This extensibility is a major draw for users who
require a highly personalized and adaptable digital workspace.

Preparing for the Migration

Successfully migrating from Evernote to Obsidian begins with a thorough
preparation phase. This involves understanding what data you have, how you
want to structure it in Obsidian, and familiarizing yourself with the new
environment. Rushing this process can lead to disorganization in your new
vault and a less than optimal transition. Taking the time to plan will
significantly reduce friction and maximize the benefits of your move.

This preparation is not just about the technical export and import; it's also
about a mental shift. You are moving from a structured, notebook-centric
system to a more fluid, interconnected one. Embracing this change in mindset
will be crucial for fully leveraging Obsidian's capabilities. Consider this
stage as an opportunity to declutter your digital life and refine your note-
taking habits.

Auditing Your Evernote Notes

Before you even think about exporting, take stock of what you have in
Evernote. This audit is crucial for identifying what is essential, what can
be archived or deleted, and what might require special attention during the
migration. Navigate through your notebooks and tags. Are there old projects
you no longer need? Duplicate notes? Notes that are incomplete or outdated?
Identifying these will streamline the export process and prevent you from
cluttering your new Obsidian vault with unnecessary information. You might
discover entire notebooks that can be safely left behind or consolidated.



Consider creating a temporary "To Migrate" or "Review" notebook in Evernote.
Move any notes you are unsure about into this notebook. This makes them
easier to isolate during the export. This audit is also a good time to review
your tagging strategy in Evernote. While Obsidian’s linking is more powerful,
tags can still be useful. Think about how your current tags might translate
into Obsidian or if they are even necessary.

Defining Your Obsidian Vault Structure

Obsidian's flexibility is a double-edged sword. Without a plan, your vault
can quickly become chaotic. Unlike Evernote's rigid notebooks, Obsidian
relies on folder structures and, more importantly, links. Think about how you
want to organize your notes. A common approach is to create top-level folders
for broad categories like "Projects," "Areas," "Resources," and "Fleeting
Notes." Within these, you can create subfolders. However, resist the urge to
create too many nested folders, as this can replicate the rigidity you are
trying to escape. The power of Obsidian lies in linking, so consider how
notes will connect to each other, rather than just where they reside.

Consider using a system like PARA (Projects, Areas, Resources, Archives) or
Zettelkasten principles. However, do not feel pressured to adopt a specific
methodology immediately. Start with a simple structure and refine it as you
use Obsidian. The key is to have a starting point that feels intuitive and
manageable. Also, think about how you will handle different types of notes:
daily notes, meeting notes, book summaries, personal thoughts, etc. Planning
this will make the import and subsequent organization much smoother.

Understanding Markdown Basics

Evernote uses 1its own rich text editor, while Obsidian relies on Markdown, a
lightweight markup language. While you don't need to be a coding expert,
understanding basic Markdown syntax will significantly improve your
experience with Obsidian. Markdown allows you to format text using simple

characters: asterisks for italics (" italics’) and bold ("bold’ ), hash symbols
for headings (° Heading 1°, ° Heading 2°), hyphens or asterisks for bullet
points (- Item ), and numbers for ordered lists (1. Item’ ).

Crucially for Obsidian, you'll want to understand how to create links.
Internal links to other notes are created using double brackets: "~ [[Your
Other Note]] . This is the bedrock of Obsidian's networked thought
capabilities. Learning these basics beforehand will prevent a steep learning
curve once your notes are in Obsidian and you're ready to start linking.

The Data Export Process from Evernote

Exporting your data from Evernote is the first technical hurdle in migrating
to Obsidian. Evernote provides built-in export options, but understanding how
they work and what formats are best for Obsidian is key to a successful
transfer. The goal is to extract your notes in a format that Obsidian can
easily import and interpret.



It is important to note that Evernote's export functionality can vary
slightly depending on the platform (desktop, web) and your subscription
level. However, the core principles remain consistent. You will generally
export notebooks or individual notes, and the output format will be critical
for the next stage of importing into Obsidian.

Exporting Notebooks and Individual Notes

In Evernote's desktop application, you can typically export notebooks or
individual notes. The most common and recommended format for migrating to
Obsidian is ENEX (.enex) files. These are Evernote's proprietary archive
files that contain note content, metadata, and attachments. You can select a
notebook, right-click, and choose the export option, then select ENEX as the
file type. For individual notes, you can usually find an export option within
the note editor itself.

When exporting, be mindful of the options provided. Evernote might offer to
export as HTML, PDF, or other formats. While HTML can sometimes be imported,
ENEX is generally the most comprehensive format for preserving your notes'
structure and content. If you have a very large number of notes, consider
exporting in batches to avoid potential timeouts or errors. Exporting each
notebook as a separate ENEX file is a good strategy for better organization
during the import process.

Handling Attachments and Images

Attachments and images within your Evernote notes are an important
consideration. When you export a notebook as an ENEX file, Evernote typically
embeds these attachments within the ENEX archive. The challenge arises during
the import into Obsidian. While Obsidian can import ENEX files, the handling
of attachments might vary depending on the import tool or plugin used. Some
methods will extract these images and place them in a designated folder
within your Obsidian vault, often in a subfolder named "attachments" or
similar.

It is advisable to check the specific import method you plan to use in
Obsidian for details on how it handles embedded assets. In some cases, you
might need to manually download and re-—-insert larger or more complex
attachments after the initial text import. For web clippings that include
images, ensure the export process captures these visual elements correctly. A
quick test with a few notes containing images and attachments before a full
export is highly recommended.

Choosing the Right Export Format

As mentioned, the ENEX (.enex) format is the most recommended for migrating
from Evernote to Obsidian. This format is specifically designed to archive
Evernote content and is understood by various third-party tools and Obsidian
plugins that facilitate the import process. While other formats like HTML
might seem appealing because they are text-based, they often lose crucial
metadata, formatting nuances, and can struggle with embedded media.



If, for some reason, ENEX export is problematic, consider exporting
individual notes as HTML. These can sometimes be imported into Obsidian,
though with more potential loss of formatting and structure. However,
prioritize ENEX. When exporting, ensure you select the option that preserves
as much of the original note's integrity as possible. The goal is to get the
data out of Evernote in a structured way that an import tool can then
translate into Obsidian's Markdown format.

Importing Your Notes into Obsidian

Once you have successfully exported your Evernote data, the next crucial step
is importing it into Obsidian. Obsidian itself doesn't have a native, direct
Evernote importer. Instead, you will rely on community plugins or external
tools to bridge the gap. The process involves converting your Evernote
exports (primarily ENEX files) into Markdown files that Obsidian can
understand and organize within your wvault.

The success of this step hinges on choosing the right import method and
understanding its capabilities and limitations. Some methods offer more
robust handling of formatting, attachments, and metadata than others.
Experimentation with a small batch of notes is always a good idea before
attempting a full import.

Using Community Plugins for Import

The Obsidian community has developed excellent plugins to facilitate the
migration from Evernote. The most prominent and widely recommended is the
"Evernote Importer" plugin. This plugin is designed to directly import .enex
files into your Obsidian vault. It typically handles the conversion of
Evernote's rich text to Markdown, attempts to preserve formatting as much as
possible, and can also manage the extraction and placement of attachments
(images, PDFs) into a designated folder within your vault.

To use such a plugin:

e Open Obsidian and navigate to Settings (the gear icon).

e Go to the "Community plugins" section.

e Turn off "Restricted mode" if it's on.

e Click "Browse" to find the "Evernote Importer" or a similar plugin.
e Click "Install" and then "Enable."

e Follow the plugin's specific instructions, which usually involve

selecting your .enex file(s) and specifying a destination folder within
your vault.

These plugins are invaluable for automating much of the conversion process.



Manual Conversion (for smaller sets)

For users with a very small number of notes or specific needs, a more manual
approach might be considered, though it is generally not recommended for
large-scale migrations due to its labor-intensive nature. This could involve
opening ENEX files in compatible readers (if available) or converting them to
HTML and then painstakingly copying and pasting content into new Markdown
files within Obsidian. This method is prone to significant formatting loss
and is highly inefficient.

If you choose this route, your workflow would look something like this:
Export notes from Evernote as HTML. Open each HTML file in a web browser.
Select all content, copy it, and paste it into a new Markdown file in
Obsidian. Then, you would manually reformat any text that didn't transfer
correctly and re-insert any images or attachments. This is best reserved for
a handful of critical notes that a plugin might not handle perfectly, rather
than for an entire Evernote archive.

Post-Import Organization and Cleanup

Once your notes have been imported, the work is not entirely finished. You
will likely need to perform some post—-import organization and cleanup. The
automated import process is rarely perfect. Review your newly populated
Obsidian wvault. Look for:

e Incorrect formatting: Markdown may not have rendered as expected in all
cases.

e Missing attachments: Ensure all images and files have been imported
correctly.

e Duplicate notes: Sometimes, the import process can inadvertently create
duplicates.

e Tnconsistent structures: The folder structure or naming conventions
might need refinement.

Spend time going through your notes, correcting any errors, and organizing
them according to the structure you defined earlier. This 1is also an
excellent time to start establishing your Obsidian workflow, creating links
between related notes, and exploring the graph view to see how your knowledge
is interconnected.

Structuring and Organizing Your Obsidian Vault

The true power of Obsidian is unlocked through effective organization, moving
beyond rigid hierarchies to embrace a networked approach. While Evernote
relies heavily on notebooks and tags, Obsidian thrives on interlinked notes
and a flexible folder structure. Developing a robust organizational system in
Obsidian will enhance your ability to retrieve information, discover new
connections, and build a truly dynamic knowledge base. This is where you
begin to cultivate your "second brain."



The key is to create a system that grows with your knowledge. Start with a
simple framework and adapt it as your needs evolve. The goal is not to
replicate your Evernote structure but to leverage Obsidian's unique
capabilities for knowledge management. This involves thinking about how notes
relate to each other, not just where they are stored.

Folders vs. Links: Finding the Right Balance

In Obsidian, folders serve as a way to group related notes, providing a basic
level of organization. However, relying solely on folders can lead to a rigid
system similar to Evernote's notebooks. The true magic of Obsidian lies in
its linking capabilities. Think of folders as broad categories or buckets for
your notes, while links are the actual pathways between your ideas. A common
strategy is to use a limited number of top-level folders for broad areas of
your life or work (e.g., "Projects," "Areas," "Resources," "Fleeting Notes")
and then let links create the detailed connections between notes within and
across these folders.

For instance, a note about "Project X" might reside in the "Projects" folder.
Within that note, you can link to related "Research Papers" (in the
"Resources" folder), "Meeting Minutes" (in the "Projects" folder), and
"Personal Reflections" (perhaps in an "Areas" folder related to your
learning) . This creates a rich web of interconnected information that is far
more dynamic than a purely folder-based system.

Implementing a "Second Brain" Methodology

Many Obsidian users adopt methodologies for building a "second brain," a
personal knowledge management system. Two popular frameworks are Zettelkasten
and PARA. The Zettelkasten method emphasizes creating atomic, well-linked
notes that build upon each other, fostering serendipitous discovery. Each
note should ideally focus on a single idea and be linked to other relevant
notes, forming a complex network.

The PARA method, developed by Tiago Forte, organizes information into four
categories: Projects (tasks with a deadline), Areas (responsibilities with no
deadline), Resources (topics of ongoing interest), and Archives (inactive
items from the other categories). While PARA focuses on actionability and
life organization, Zettelkasten is more geared towards deep knowledge
building and idea generation. You can adapt elements from both or create your
own hybrid system that best suits your workflow and goals.

Utilizing Tags and Aliases

While Obsidian's primary strength is linking, tags and aliases still have
valuable uses. Tags can serve as broader, more generalized categories or
status indicators that might not warrant a full link. For example, you might
tag notes with "todo’, "waiting-on’, or “idea-gem’ to quickly filter or group
them. However, use tags judiciously, as too many can become as unwieldy as
Evernote's tag system.



Aliases are essentially alternative names for a note. You can use them to
refer to a note by different terms without creating a separate note or link.
For example, if you have a note titled "The Art of Effective Note-Taking,"
you could set an alias to "Note-Taking Tips." This means you could type

" [ [Note-Taking Tips]] 1in another note, and it would correctly link to "The
Art of Effective Note-Taking." This adds flexibility in how you reference
your notes, making your knowledge base more intuitive to navigate and link.

Leveraging Obsidian's Key Features Post-
Migration

Once your notes are successfully migrated and your vault is organized, it’s
time to unlock the true potential of Obsidian. This involves diving into its
unique features that go beyond basic note-taking and empower you to build a
dynamic, interconnected knowledge system. These features are what
differentiate Obsidian from simpler note applications and are the primary
reasons users choose to migrate.

Embracing these tools will transform how you interact with your information,
moving from a passive repository to an active partner in your thinking and
learning process. It’s about making your notes work for you, revealing
insights and fostering creativity.

Mastering Bidirectional Linking and the Graph View

Bidirectional linking is Obsidian's cornerstone feature. When you link from
Note A to Note B using "~ [[Note B]]°, Obsidian automatically creates a
reciprocal link from Note B back to Note A. This is fundamental to building a
networked thought system. The "Backlinks" pane in Obsidian shows you all the
notes that link to the currently open note, allowing you to see the context
in which an idea has been referenced.

The "Graph View" is the visual representation of these connections. It
displays your notes as nodes and your links as edges, forming a network. You
can zoom in and out, filter nodes, and see clusters of related ideas. This
visual exploration is incredibly powerful for identifying unexpected
connections, understanding the structure of your knowledge, and discovering
emergent themes. Regularly exploring your graph view can spark new ideas and
provide a holistic overview of your thinking.

Exploring and Installing Community Plugins

Obsidian’s extensibility through community plugins is a major draw. The
plugin marketplace offers hundreds of enhancements, from task management and
calendar integration to advanced text editing, mind mapping, and data
visualization tools. To access them, go to Settings > Community plugins >
Browse. You can install and enable plugins to tailor Obsidian to your
specific workflow.



Some popular and highly recommended plugins for new users include:

Calendar: For daily notes and tracking.

e Dataview: To query and display data from your notes (e.g., lists of
tasks, notes with specific tags).

Kanban: For visual task management.

Templater: For creating complex note templates.

Advanced Tables: For enhanced table creation and editing.

Experiment with plugins that address your specific needs and workflows.
Remember to only enable trusted plugins from reputable developers.

Customizing Your Workspace with Themes

Obsidian allows extensive customization of its appearance through themes. You
can change the look and feel of your entire application, from fonts and
colors to layout elements. Access community themes through Settings >
Appearance > Themes > Manage. You can browse, install, and switch between
themes to create a visually appealing and comfortable workspace. Many themes
are designed for specific purposes, such as reducing eye strain with dark
modes or enhancing readability.

Beyond pre-built themes, you can also delve into custom CSS snippets for even
finer control over your Obsidian's appearance. This level of customization
helps in making Obsidian feel truly personal and conducive to your focused
work, whether you prefer a minimalist aesthetic or a feature-rich dashboard.

Troubleshooting Common Migration Issues

Despite best efforts, migrating from Evernote to Obsidian can sometimes
present challenges. Technical glitches, formatting issues, or unexpected data
loss can occur. Knowing how to identify and resolve these common problems
will ensure a smoother transition and prevent frustration. Most issues are
addressable with patience and by understanding the underlying causes.

It's always wise to approach the migration in manageable chunks, especially
if you have a large archive. This allows you to identify and fix problems on
a smaller scale before they affect your entire note collection. Pre-migration
testing with a small sample of notes is invaluable.

Incomplete Imports or Missing Notes

If some notes did not import, or if entire notebooks are missing, several
factors could be at play.

e File Size Limits: Very large ENEX files might sometimes encounter



processing errors. Try exporting notebooks individually if you exported
a large collection at once.

e Corrupted ENEX Files: It's possible an ENEX file itself became corrupted
during export. Try re-exporting the specific notebook.

e Plugin Limitations: The importer plugin might have encountered an issue
with a specific note's formatting or content. Check the plugin's
documentation or issue tracker for known limitations.

e Evernote Sync Issues: Ensure all notes you intend to export are fully
synced to Evernote's servers before initiating the export.

If notes are missing, manually checking your Evernote export folder and
comparing it with your Obsidian vault is the first step. If specific notes
are consistently problematic, they might require manual attention post-
import.

Formatting Errors and Broken Links

After importing, you might find that formatting is jumbled, or internal links
are not recognized correctly.

e Markdown Conversion: Evernote's rich text editor uses different markup
than Markdown. While importers do their best, complex formatting
(tables, nested lists, special characters) can sometimes be imperfectly
converted.

e Link Syntax: Ensure that internal links were converted to Obsidian's
" [ [Note Name]]  syntax. If they appear as plain text or incorrect
WikiLinks, you might need to manually fix them or use a find-and-replace
function within Obsidian.

e Special Characters: Unusual characters or emojis in note titles or
content can sometimes cause issues with link generation or file path
creation.

Most formatting errors can be corrected by manually editing the Markdown
files in Obsidian. For broken links, use Obsidian's search function to find
the intended note and then correct the link. Plugins like "Better Internal
Links" can sometimes help identify and fix broken links automatically.

Attachment Issues (Images, PDFs, etc.)

Problems with attachments are common. Images might not appear, or linked
files might be missing.

e Export/Import Process: Ensure that the importer plugin you used was
configured to handle attachments. Sometimes, this is an optional
setting.

e File Paths: The plugin should ideally place attachments in a designated
folder (e.g., an "Attachments" folder within your vault). If these paths



are incorrect, the images won't display.

e Large Files: Extremely large attachments might cause timeouts or
transfer errors.

e File Types: While Obsidian handles most common file types, ensure the
ones you use are compatible and were correctly exported.

If attachments are missing, your best bet is often to manually re-download
them from Evernote (if accessible) and place them in the appropriate folder
within your Obsidian vault, then re-link them. For web clippings, sometimes
the images are not directly embedded but linked externally, which can cause
them to break if the original source is removed.

Making the Most of Your New Knowledge Base

The migration from Evernote to Obsidian is not just about transferring data;
it’s about adopting a new paradigm for thinking and organizing your
knowledge. To truly benefit from Obsidian, you need to actively engage with
its features and cultivate habits that leverage its strengths. This involves
embracing the networked nature of your notes and using them as a tool for
creative output, learning, and problem-solving.

The transition is an ongoing process. As you use Obsidian more, you will
discover new ways to integrate it into your daily life and professional
workflow. The flexibility and power it offers mean that your knowledge
management system can evolve alongside you. The goal is to create a personal
knowledge hub that actively supports your intellectual pursuits.

Developing a Consistent Daily Note Practice

One of the most powerful habits you can cultivate in Obsidian is maintaining
a daily note. This serves as a central hub for your thoughts, tasks, and
observations each day. It’s a low-friction entry point for capturing fleeting
ideas, logging activities, and planning your day. These daily notes become a
chronological record of your life and work, providing valuable context for
future reflection.

By linking ideas from your daily notes to more permanent notes (e.g., project
notes, concept summaries), you create a dynamic map of your thoughts over
time. The "Calendar" plugin is excellent for managing and navigating daily
notes. This practice transforms your notes from a static archive into a
living, evolving journal that supports ongoing learning and personal growth.

Using Obsidian for Creative Work and Idea Generation

Obsidian's ability to connect ideas makes it an ideal tool for creative
endeavors and idea generation. Use it to brainstorm, outline creative
projects, draft articles, or develop research hypotheses. The graph view can
help you identify unexpected juxtapositions of ideas that can spark



innovation. By linking related concepts, you can build a rich tapestry of
interconnected thoughts that can fuel new insights.

Experiment with creating "Maps of Content"™ (MOCs) - notes that serve as
indexes or tables of contents for specific topics or projects. These MOCs
link to all relevant notes on that subject, providing a high-level overview
and easy navigation. This approach allows you to manage complex information
without feeling overwhelmed and encourages you to see the forest for the
trees, fostering deeper understanding and creative synthesis.

Integrating Obsidian into Your Workflow

The true value of Obsidian is realized when it becomes an integral part of
your daily workflow. Beyond just note-taking, consider how it can support
your tasks, projects, and learning. Use plugins to manage to-do lists, track
project progress, or even integrate with other tools you use. For example,
you might use Dataview to pull all your open tasks from various notes into a
single dashboard.

Think about how Obsidian can become your central hub for information
retrieval and synthesis. Instead of jumping between multiple applications,
aim to consolidate your note-taking, task management, and knowledge
organization within Obsidian. This creates a seamless experience, allowing
you to focus your mental energy on the actual work and creative output,
rather than on managing the tools themselves. The more you integrate it, the
more indispensable it becomes.

FAQ

Q: Is it possible to migrate all my Evernote data,
including notebooks, notes, attachments, and tags, to
Obsidian?

A: Yes, it is generally possible to migrate most of your Evernote data. The
process typically involves exporting your notes from Evernote in ENEX format
and then using an Obsidian community plugin like the "Evernote Importer" to
convert these ENEX files into Markdown within your Obsidian vault. Most
plugins are designed to handle notes, basic formatting, and attachments like
images. Tags are often converted into tags within Obsidian or can be
incorporated into the note content.

Q: How long does the migration process from Evernote
to Obsidian typically take?

A: The time required for migration varies significantly based on the total
number of notes you have in Evernote, the complexity of their formatting, and
the number of attachments. For a few hundred notes, it might take a few hours
for export and import, plus additional time for cleanup. For thousands of
notes, especially with many large attachments, the process could take several
days of active work, including the export, import, and meticulous



organization and review.

Q: Will I lose any formatting or data when migrating
from Evernote to Obsidian?

A: While the goal of migration tools is to preserve as much data and
formatting as possible, some loss or alteration is possible. Complex
formatting, especially intricate tables, custom fonts, or specific Evernote
features, might not translate perfectly into Markdown. Attachments are
usually handled well, but occasionally, large files or unusual file types
might require manual re-—-linking or re-insertion. It's advisable to perform a
test migration with a sample of notes to assess potential data loss before
committing to a full migration.

Q: Can I migrate my Evernote notebooks and tags
directly into Obsidian's folder structure and linking
system?

A: Evernote notebooks are typically converted into folders in Obsidian by the
importer plugins, maintaining a hierarchical structure. Evernote tags can
often be converted into Obsidian tags, which are displayed in the tag pane
and can be used for filtering. However, the true power of Obsidian lies in
its bidirectional linking, which is a different organizational paradigm than
Evernote's tags. You will likely want to actively create links between your
notes post-migration to fully leverage Obsidian's capabilities, rather than
relying solely on the imported folder and tag structure.

Q: What are the best community plugins in Obsidian
for migrating from Evernote?

A: The most recommended and widely used community plugin for migrating from
Evernote is the "Evernote Importer." This plugin is specifically designed to
read ENEX files exported from Evernote and convert them into Obsidian's
Markdown format. It offers options for handling attachments and aims to
preserve note structure and metadata. Always ensure you are installing
plugins from trusted developers and have reviewed their documentation.

Q: How do I handle web clippings and embedded media
from Evernote in Obsidian?

A: Web clippings and embedded media (images, PDFs) are usually handled by the
importer plugins. When exporting from Evernote, ensure these elements are
captured. During import into Obsidian, the plugin will attempt to save these
attachments in a designated folder within your vault and create links to them
within the Markdown notes. If issues arise, you might need to manually
download and re-insert these assets, especially if the original source of the
web clipping has been removed or changed.

Q: What should I do if my attachments (images, PDF's)



are not showing up in Obsidian after migration?

A: If your attachments are not displaying, first check the import plugin's
settings to ensure it was configured to import attachments. Then, locate the
folder where the plugin was supposed to save them within your Obsidian wvault.
If the files are present in that folder but not displaying in the notes, the
link within the Markdown file might be broken. You may need to manually re-
link them by ensuring the file path in the Markdown is correct. If the files
themselves are missing from the vault, you may need to re-export from
Evernote and re-import.

Q: Will my Evernote search history or notebooks be
migrated to Obsidian?

A: Your Evernote search history will not be migrated, as it is a function of
the Evernote application and its servers. However, your notes, which are what
you search within Evernote, will be migrated. Obsidian has its own powerful
search capabilities that you can leverage once your notes are in the wvault.
Evernote notebooks will typically be converted into folders in Obsidian, and
you can then use Obsidian's search, tags, and links to find information
efficiently.
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migrating from evernote to obsidian: Master Obsidian Quickly - Boost Your Learning &
Productivity with a Free, Modern, Powerful Knowledge Toolkit Jeremy P. Jones, 2021-02-21 Obsidian
(at obsidian.md on the web) is a new, free app for helping you build a second brain - a place for your
ideas to arrive, develop, and stay for the long haul. The Obsidian app is built on open standards that
ensures that your second brain will always be your own. It works with familiar files and folders that
stay local on your disk, ensuring privacy and longevity. Yes, it's free. This book provides an
introduction to the Obsidian app and walks you through a handful of key concepts to help you master
the software. And the book presents several techniques shared by the wonderful Obsidian user
community that will help new and experienced users alike to master this powerful software.

migrating from evernote to obsidian: The Bilingqual Method Sach Song Ngu, 2025-06-28 In
an increasingly globalized world, bilingualism is becoming more common, and research into how the
brains of bilingual individuals differ from those of monolinguals is shedding light on its profound
cognitive benefits. Far from being a source of confusion, as once believed, the ability to speak two
languages actively reshapes the brain, leading to enhanced cognitive functions and a more robust
mental landscape. One of the key scientific insights is that both languages known by a bilingual
person are always active, even when only one is being used. This constant co-activation means the
brain is continuously managing and suppressing the unused language, a process that strengthens
cognitive control. This mental juggling act, performed effortlessly by bilinguals, leads to significant
advantages in areas such as attention, problem-solving, and task-switching. Research by scholars
like Viorica Marian and Ellen Bialystok has demonstrated that bilingual brains exhibit remarkable
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neural plasticity. When faced with phonological competition (words that sound similar), bilinguals
recruit additional frontal control and subcortical regions of the brain. This indicates a more
developed and flexible language control system. This enhanced neural network not only helps in
managing two languages but also translates into broader cognitive benefits. For instance,
attentional control - the ability to focus on relevant information and shift attention as needed - is
significantly boosted in bilingual individuals. This improved attentional control is a central aspect of
cognitive function throughout life and can even help sustain cognitive function in older age,
potentially delaying the onset of conditions like dementia. Furthermore, studies have shown that
bilingual children often display greater creativity and flexibility in problem-solving compared to their
monolingual peers. This is attributed to their continuous practice in navigating multiple linguistic
systems, which fosters a more adaptable and agile mind. The experience of navigating multiple
linguistic systems fosters a more adaptable and agile mind. This ebook is designed for a wide range
of language learners, from beginners to advanced students, who are looking for an effective and
engaging method to accelerate their language acquisition journey. Specifically, this book is for: -
Self-directed learners: Individuals who prefer to take control of their learning process and are
seeking a structured yet flexible approach to language study. - Frustrated learners: Those who have
tried traditional language learning methods without significant success and are open to exploring a
new, more intuitive approach. - Intermediate and advanced learners: Students who have a
foundational understanding of a target language but wish to deepen their comprehension, expand
their vocabulary, and refine their fluency through authentic materials. - Polyglots in the making:
Individuals interested in learning multiple languages and seeking a versatile method that can be
adapted across different linguistic systems. - Curious minds: Anyone fascinated by the cognitive
science behind language acquisition and eager to leverage brain-friendly techniques for more
efficient learning. - Parents and educators: Those who are interested in understanding the principles
of bilingualism and how to foster language development in children or students. This book is
particularly beneficial for those who are motivated, consistent, and willing to actively engage with
parallel materials. It provides a comprehensive framework that can be customized to suit individual
learning styles and preferences, making it a valuable resource for anyone committed to achieving
true bilingual proficiency.

migrating from evernote to obsidian: Duly Noted Jorge Arango, 2024-01-02 Better thinking
makes you a better person. And few things extend your mind as quickly and powerfully as the
humble note. Notes let you fulfill commitments, manage complicated projects, and make your ideas
real. Digital notes take you even further. By using the right tools and a bit of discipline, you can
cultivate a “personal knowledge garden where your thinking will blossom. An informative guide to
organizing and managing thoughts, with a digital focus.—Kirkus Reviews Who Should Read This
Book? Anyone and everyone who wants to get control of their notes to generate better ideas,
learning, and actions. Duly Noted is superb for students, academics, business people, technicians,
writers, UX people, managers, leaders—virtually anyone who can benefit from taking and managing
notes. Takeaways Learn best-practice note-taking principles so you can take more concise notes.
Connect your notes to one another to create a personal network of ideas (your own personal
“knowledge garden”). Capture ideas before you lose them. Organize your notes so that you can find
and make sense of them later. Learn how connected notes can spark insight and lead to new ideas
and learning. Explore how notes can help you collaborate with other minds, including artificial ones
Learn how to use Obsidian, a powerful digital note-taking tool. Follow the how-to exercises to lead
you through the note-taking maze.

migrating from evernote to obsidian: Make Money Online with Qwen Al: Jason Walker,
2025-08-12 Make Money Online with QWEN AI Harness the future of online income by combining
your ideas with the unmatched power of QWEN AI. Whether you're a content creator, freelancer,
digital marketer, or aspiring entrepreneur, this book gives you a complete roadmap to building real,
sustainable income streams online using cutting-edge Al tools. If you've ever wanted to turn your
laptop into your most valuable business asset—without the overwhelm—this guide is for you. QWEN



Al isn't just another tool—it's a game-changer that helps you write smarter, work faster, create
better, and scale more efficiently than ever before. Through real-world strategies and hands-on
examples, this book shows you exactly how to integrate Al into your daily workflow, no matter your
experience level or business model. From blogging and content creation to launching digital
products, growing a YouTube channel, and building passive income systems, you'll gain the skills
and confidence to take your online business to the next level—with AI by your side. Inside This Book,
You'll Discover: How to get started with QWEN AI and set yourself up for long-term success Ways to
monetize your skills on freelance platforms using Al to stand out and deliver faster The exact steps
to create a profitable YouTube channel powered by Al-generated scripts and ideas How to launch
and grow an online store with QWEN handling content, product descriptions, and marketing Affiliate
marketing tactics enhanced by Al automation and content strategies Methods for using QWEN AI to
create high-demand digital products quickly and professionally How to generate multiple passive
income streams with minimal manual input Whether you're launching your first online venture or
scaling an existing one, this book will equip you with the tools, mindset, and Al-powered systems you
need to thrive in today's fast-changing digital economy. Scroll Up and Grab Your Copy Today!

migrating from evernote to obsidian: Break The Loop That Keeps You Stuck: How To
Reset Your Life Trajectory Sybex Books, 2025-06-22 You're not lazy. You're not broken. You're
just caught in a loop—repeating the same thoughts, habits, and choices that quietly keep your life
exactly where it is. Break The Loop That Keeps You Stuck is your breakthrough guide to escaping
that invisible cycle and stepping into a future you actually want. It’s not about burning everything
down and starting over—it’s about becoming conscious of what’s been on autopilot for far too long.
Inside this book, you'll discover how your daily actions are shaped by unspoken fears, inherited
stories, and outdated survival patterns. You'll learn how to pause the loop, identify the true root of
your stagnation, and reprogram your identity from the inside out. Whether you feel stuck in your
career, your habits, or your self-worth, this book offers practical tools and emotional clarity to help
you interrupt the pattern and reset your trajectory. You'll learn how to create micro-shifts that lead
to massive change, rewire your inner dialogue, and build momentum through aligned, imperfect
action. Because your future isn’'t determined by how long you’ve been stuck—it’s determined by how
willing you are to shift today. You don’t need to wait for a breakdown. You don’t need another
burnout wake-up call. You just need to stop sleepwalking through your potential—and start
designing your next chapter with intention. This is how you stop circling. This is how you finally
move forward.

migrating from evernote to obsidian: ChatGPT in Action: A Guide , 2024-11-10 ChatGPT in
Action is a self-study and practice book with 60 lessons to learn how to use ChatGPT in a
professional way. What will you learn from this book? [] Understand How Al Works — Learn how
ChatGPT can understand your input and generate human-like responses. [] Discover ChatGPT’s Full
Range of Features as a software tool, from customizing its outputs to using advanced tools and
creating images. [] Understand ChatGPT's Limits, including hallucination and its memory limits,
along with strategies to work around them effectively. [] Master Prompt Engineering — Develop the
skill of writing effective prompts and building context to achieve the best results. [] Unlock
ChatGPT’s Full Potential by exploring practical applications that range from personal to professional
contexts.

migrating from evernote to obsidian: The Creative Programmer Wouter Groeneveld,
2023-07-11 Programming is a creative act. These techniques will help you maximize the power of
creativity to improve your software and your satisfaction in creating it. In The Creative Programmer
you'll discover: The seven dimensions of creativity in software engineering The scientific
understanding of creativity and how it translates to programming Actionable advice and thinking
exercises that will make you a better programmer Innovative communication skills for working more
efficiently on a team Creative problem-solving techniques for tackling complex challenges In The
Creative Programmer you'll learn the processes and habits of highly creative individuals and
discover how you can build creativity into your programming practice. This fascinating new book



introduces the seven domains of creative problem solving and teaches practical techniques that
apply those principles to software development. Hand-drawn illustrations, reflective thought
experiments, and brain-tickling example problems help you get your creative juices flowing—you'll
even be able to track your progress against a scientifically validated Creative Programming Problem
Solving Test. Before you know it, you'll be thinking up new and novel ways to tackle the big
challenges of your projects. Foreword by Dr. Felienne Hermans. About the Technology Like
composing music, starting a business, or designing a marketing campaign, programming is a
creative activity. And just like technical skills, creativity can be learned and improved with practice!
This thought-provoking book details practical methods to turn creativity into more effective problem
solving, higher productivity, and better software. About the Book The Creative Programmer explores
seven dimensions of creativity in software engineering—technical knowledge, collaboration,
constraints, critical thinking, curiosity, a creative state of mind, and creative techniques. As you
read, you'll apply insights about creativity from other disciplines to the challenges of software
development. Numerous relevant examples and exercises drive each lesson home. You'll especially
enjoy the unique Creative Programming Problem Solving Test that helps you assess how creative
you’ve been with a programming task. What'’s Inside The scientific understanding of creativity and
how it translates to programming Advice and exercises that will help you become a creative
programmer Innovative communication skills for working more efficiently on a team Creative
problem-solving techniques for tackling complex challenges About the Reader For programmers of
all skill levels. About the Author Wouter Groeneveld is a software engineer and computer science
education researcher at KU Leuven, where he researches the importance of creativity in software
engineering. Table of Contents: 1 The creative road ahead 2 Technical knowledge 3 Communication
4 Constraints 5 Critical thinking 6 Curiosity 7 Creative state of mind 8 Creative techniques 9 Final
thoughts on creativity

migrating from evernote to obsidian: How to Do Your Literature Review Gary Thomas,
2024-11-06 This book will walk you through every step of crafting an excellent literature review. It
will show you where to find sources, how to assess their quality, and how to combine and integrate
these sources into the best possible literature review. From scoping the field to searching the
literature to synthesising your findings, this book hits all the spots. Presenting a clear and detailed
roadmap to ensure you don’t miss a step, the book includes: - Advice on the best ways to scan and
search the literature. - All the latest information and advice on using Al tools for searching
literature. - Case studies and real-life examples from a range of disciplines so you can learn from
other researchers who have been in your shoes. - DIY activities so you can practice your skills and
get to grips with key concepts. - Guidance on how to analyse and synthesise the findings from your
literature searches. - Advice and guidance on organising your writing. For tutors, each chapter is
accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation that will map onto a 10 or 11 week module. Written in
Gary’s signature easy-to-read style, this book is an essential companion for anyone conducting a
literature review in the applied social sciences.
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